
 

 

Dear Parent and Carers, 

On the last day of term we will be ending the year as 
usual with a service reflecting on the advent of Christ 
into the world. As part of our celebration, our choir 
who sang at the Annual Menphys Carol Concert at the 
De Montfort Hall in Leicester, will be performing a 
compilation of carols and leading our pupils in                     
worship.  
I would like to thank you for the support and help of 
all our families this term. Successful schools like ours 
rely on you to enable us to get the very best from our 
pupils: encouraging pupils to do their Prep; getting 
them to bed and asleep earlier enough to be                       
refreshed for the next day; helping with fundraising 
like the Christmas Fayre and more besides.  
The Christmas fayre 
Talking of which, can I say a huge thank you to all 
those involved in supporting the Christmas Fayre, it is 
our main fund raiser and this year was our largest 
event ever. Mrs Turvey (who very kindly recruited Mr 
Turvey!), Mrs Trotman and Mr Carton brilliantly 
planned the evening and the whole school was                 
buzzing with Santa, Candy Floss, some amazing raffle 
hamper prizes and much more.  
Annual Awards Ceremony 
Earlier in November we welcomed back our class of 
2017 for the Annual Prize Giving Ceremony. It was 
lovely to see our former students and celebrate their 
fantastic results at GCSE last year. The guest of honour 
was a former student, Harry Yorke who is the Online 
Education Editor for the Daily Telegraph Newspaper. 
He gave a speech reflecting on how Saint Martin’s   
influenced him in his education and career. He also 
presented the prizes for the event. We welcomed 
back former staff and as well as our former head 
Teachers Mrs Carson and Mr Schola who still continue 
to support Saint Martin’s.  
Our class of 2017 were only our second group of GCSE 
students, however their performance was                              
exceptional. The GCSE School League tables are not 
formally published until next year, however in the 
draft tables we are the second highest performing 
school in Leicestershire County and the highest in the 
Diocese. The key performance measure is now                 
something called Progress 8 which measures how 

much progress pupils make from Year 7 to Year 11. 
We are very proud of their success and I and very 
grateful to my staff that they can achieve such                 
amazing results after just two years of GCSE                          
experience at Saint Martin’s.  

Visitors and support for other schools 
Your son or daughter many have mentioned that we 
have a continual stream of visitors from other schools 
in each week. When we began publishing our GCSE 
results in 2016 we began to receive visitors from 
schools to discover how we were able to achieve such 
outstanding GCSE results in such a short space of 
time. With our second set of provisional results, and 
even better outcomes, the flow of visits from schools 
has increased with visitors as far afield as Birmingham 
and Liverpool. We get used to what it is like at Saint 
Martin’s, however our visitors are continually                       
impressed at how polite, charming and well behaved 
our pupils are, the exceptionally high level of teaching 
they receive and the general atmosphere around 
school of immaculate behaviour and hard work. We 
are also supporting schools in the Midland Academies 
Trust so host many of their staff each week. 
As you will see from the newsletter there have been 
numerous events this term from sporting fixtures, 
amazing school trips to fundraising for various                     
charities. Can I thank all my staff who continually go 
above and beyond to ensure our children receive an 
exceptional education. Can I also wish everyone a very 
happy and holy Christmas and look forward to our  
return on January 9th 2018.  
 
Wishing all our families a peaceful, blessed and 
restful Christmas holiday.  

      C Wright 

NEWSLETTER 
Michaelmas Term 2017 



 

 

During Elizabeth’s sixth month of pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to a virgin who lived in 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee. She was engaged to marry a man named Joseph from the family of 

David. Her name was Mary. The angel came to her and said, “Greetings! The Lord has blessed 

you and is with you.” 

But Mary was very confused by what the angel said. Mary wondered, “What does this mean?” 

The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary, because God is pleased with you. Listen! You will 

become pregnant. You will give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and 

people will call him the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of King 

David, his ancestor. He will rule over the people of Jacob forever. His kingdom will never end.” 

Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen? I am a virgin!” 

The angel said to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will cover you. The baby will be holy. He will be called the Son of God.  

Luke 1:26-35  

Staffing Changes 
We welcome back Mrs Isherwood who is                      
returning after her maternity leave. She will 
be working Monday to Wednesday teaching 
Drama and also to be a Head of Year.  
Mr King will still be with us teaching Drama 
on Thursdays and Fridays. Can I thank                 
Mr Molloy who filled in superbly as Head of 
Year in Mrs Isherwoods absence. 
 
We also said goodbye to Ms Sullivan this 
term, one of our Learning Support                         
Assistants, who is now a PA to a company 
Director.  

For the first time, Saint Martin's has 
entered students for the UK Senior 
Maths Challenge. 
The Senior Maths Challenge is aimed 
at Year 11 plus and it is normal for                       

students not to get certificates until they have started their A 
Levels. It is then with a considerable pride that we offer                 
congratulations to the following students for obtaining                 
certificates; Jack Dennis (Y10), Gold, Cody Yeoman (Y9),                
Silver, Adam Preedy (Y9) and Mark Marritt (Y9), Bronze. 
Jack qualified for the follow up round, the Senior Kangaroo 
and was awarded a Merit which places him in the top 25% of 
entrants for that challenge. 
Students from Y10 and below will be selected to enter the 
Intermediate Maths Challenge in the Lenten Term. We look 
forward to reporting further good results in the Easter News 
Letter. 

Christmas Eve 

Sunday 24th December 
 

 

8.00am Hinckley 

9.45am Hinckley 

11.30am Earl Shilton 

6.30pm Earl Shilton 

7.00pm Hinckley 

11.30pm Hinckley 

Christmas Day 

Sunday 25th December 
 

 

8.00am Hinckley 

10.00am Market Bosworth 

10.00am Hinckley 



 

 

Thank you 

Car Parking 
To all parents who pick up their children, thank you 
for your patience and politeness. Being such a rural 
school, many parents need to pick up their sons or 
daughters by car. The logistics of getting so many 
cars on and off site within 20 minutes or so is a    
challenge. Although we have significantly expanded 
the parking facilities over the last 3 years, we are still 
tight on space. This only works through the patience 
and politeness of drivers, so your co-operation is 
greatly appreciated. For parents who park in the               
surrounding roads, can we ask you to please be  
courteous to our neighbours on Convent Drive and 
the other side roads, and be aware that local                       
residents will need constant access to their homes. 

 

Can you help people with dementia? 
In the last few of years I have learned to crochet, and 
last year I set myself a target of making 52 hats for the 
homeless.  I managed to finish all 52 of these by the 
end of November and after Father Frank said a blessing 
prayer over them they were sent to help homeless and 
less fortunate people in Nuneaton and Coventry via the 
Salvation Army. 

For 2018 I am planning to make twiddle muffs to be 
used by people in a local residential home who are 
suffering from dementia. 
Twiddle muffs are hand muffs that have bits and bobs 
attached inside and out that people can twiddle with to 
help to calm their minds. 
I have got lots of normal yarn here at home, but I am 
looking for the ‘twiddle bits’ to add to these to make 
them special.  If anyone has any textured yarn, any      
medium to large buttons, lengths of lace or ribbon 
(minimum 20cm), or anything else small enough that 
they think could be attached, I would be really grateful 
to have them to use.  Please could you put them in a 
small bag and send them into school via the office 
marked for the attention of Mrs Cassidy. 
If anyone would like to have a go at making these 
themselves the link for the pattern that I am using can 
be found below, there are many other free patterns 
available on the web. 

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/for-phylis---twiddle-muffs 

If anyone does complete any I would be more than 
happy to send them onto a local home, and to people 
who would really benefit from them. 

Thank you 

For God so loved the world that he gave his 

only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that 

the world might be saved through him. John 

3:16-17 

Cast your mind back to 2016-2017 and you will 

remember that we collected Sainsbury's Active 

Kid's vouchers.  Our main goal was to collect 

enough vouchers to buy a new refrigerator for 

the Food Tech department and WE DID IT!  We 

were also able to buy some baking trays for 

Food Tech and a special measuring tape and 

two different type of cones for PE. Thank you 

so much for your contributions!  

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/for-phylis---twiddle-muffs


 

 

Achievement and Behaviour Points 
At Saint Martin’s, visitors (and we have many!) are always 
impressed by how well behaved, polite,  charming and               
confident our pupils appear. The reason for this is that we 
set extraordinarily high expectations. We expect pupils to 
be hard working, polite and kind at all times. We accept no 
excuses for pupils who do not live up to these expectations. 
Our aim is also to instil in pupils the behaviours and habits 
that will enable them to thrive in life: an excellent work   
ethic, self-control, kindness, social skills, charm,                              
organisation and so on. 
 The Achievement and Behaviour Points system is one 
of the ways we promote these habits and  behaviours. They 
help pupils to ‘tweak’ their behaviour day by day, week by 
week and so on until great habits just become part and              
parcel of who they are. A Behaviour Point is therefore not 
necessarily a misbehaviour point. Forgetting a piece of 
equipment or exercise book, for example, are not examples 
of pupils misbehaving. However, if someone enters the 
world of work as a disorganised person, they will probably 
do less well than someone who is more organised. An                
individual Behaviour Point or two will have no                         
consequences, but are a reminder of what the                      
expectations are. It is only when a pupil accumulates several 
points that any consequences are incurred. In the same 
way, pupils who go beyond expectation will get                     
Achievement Points to reward them. 

We are pleased to announce that the 

school production this year is 

‘Shuddersome’ – a hauntingly spooky and 

atmospheric collection of Gothic tales               

inspired by the works of Edgar Allen Poe. 

Rehearsals are already in full swing and 

the performances are on Tuesday 20th, 

Wednesday 21st and Thursday 22nd March 

2018. Tickets will be available closer to 

these dates. 



 

 

Have you seen the Braille signs? 

 

Have you noticed the braille popping up in and 
around school? 
We have classroom signs, office signs, notice 
boards, and competitions popping up all around. 
The last competition had people reading braille and 
thinking about where it could be found all around 
us in everyday life, and the latest competition                 
(see below) has had people trying to write in this 
clever 6 dot code. (Winners drawn on Monday, 18th 
December). 

Not had time to have a go this week?   
Keep watching the main school notice board, or the 
braille office door, more competitions will be                
coming out shortly. 

Saint Martin's Liturgical singers performed their 
own unique version of two well know carols for this 
year's carol concert in aid of the Menphys charity. 
Katie Daniels, Jenny Lin, Charlotte Cassidy, Lily Ball, 
Isobel Palk, Daisy Bright, Kay-Leigh Pereira, Olivia 
McCabe and Antonia Thacker performed a swing, 
jazz-like version of God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
fused with We Three Kings to a well-attended                  
audience at the Leicester De Montfort Hall. The 
choir then went on to perform numerous other 
items with many other Catholic schools from 
around the Leicestershire area accompanied by a 
live orchestra. The whole evening was a huge                  
success with over £7300 raised for Menphys, a 
charity which provides a quality service that                
values the views and enables the voices of disabled 
children, young people and their families to be 
heard in Leicestershire. All in attendance are                 
looking forward to next year's concert. 

School Calendar and Weekly Parental Bulletin 

The first port of call for information is the 
school website www.saint-martins.net.  
The main events, like parents evenings,                   
are published on the school calendar which 
can be found on the website under ‘Parents’.  
We also publish a weekly Parental Bulletin,   
also under the Parents section of the website, 
which outlines the main events happening that 
week. 

http://www.saint-martins.net


 

 

 As Saint Martin’s has expanded and developed 
Years 10 and 11, we have begun to introduce more 
trips and excursions for pupils. This November, for the 
first time, we took 34 Year 10 pupils to Rome and had 
an amazing week filled with art and architecture,              
Italian food, a Papal audience and lots and lots of 
walking (about 40 miles in 3 and a half days).  
 The purpose of the trip was ostensibly to see 
some extraordinary works of art which pupils study as 
part of their GCSE in Divinity. The art works studied 
are Michelangelo’s Pieta, Michelangelo’s Sistine    
Chapel ceiling and The Tree of Life mosaic in the              
Basilica of St Clements’s. Kay-Leigh, one of our Year 10 
students writes about the trip below. 
 

This year we had an amazing opportunity to 

have a school trip to Rome! Not a single one of 

us imagined how beautiful all the sights would 

actually be until we got there. From the breath 

taking Sistine Chapel to meeting Pope Francis, 

everything was above and beyond what we               

initially thought. Even though a lot of Rome is 

very religious, the Non-Catholic students 

among us will agree that going to Rome is the 

most inspiring and outstanding experience.                 

I, for one, cannot fully explain how fantastic 

the people, food and monuments are. I can only 

hope that everyone grabs at the opportunity, or 

at least considers it, should one arises. A huge 

thank you to Mrs Thompson, Mr Wright and 

Mrs Trotman who arranged this worth while 

and unforgettable trip. 

           By Kay-Leigh, Year 10 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On the evening of Thursday 16th November we             
celebrated our annual GCSE Presentation and Prize 
Giving Evening for our 2017 Leavers. We welcomed 
and acknowledged the hard work of many ex                    
students, as well as welcoming back Harry Yorke, a 
former students at Saint Martin’s, who was our guest 
of honour. Harry now works for The Daily Telegraph 
as their online education editor.  
 Our 2017 Leavers were presented with their 
official GCSE Certificated by Harry who then went on 
to  hand over Subject Awards for High Achievement 
and Endeavour to students nominated by their                 
subject teachers. Various Special Awards were                  
presented to students, these included trophies and 
shields for Making a Difference,  Positive                    
Achievement and Contribution to Spirituality.            
Congratulations to our GCSE students, of whom we 
are very proud. We wish them all well and every              
success in the future. 
 If you were unable to attend, you can read            
Harry’s speech below, truly inspiring for our students, 
past and present. 
 
It’s a real privilege to be here tonight to help hand out 
these awards. This is actually the first time I’ve been 
back to Saint Martin’s since I left just over a  decade 
ago. In fact, I think this hall is the last room I sat in 
before making by “break for freedom” on the last day 
of Year 9. 
Saint Martin’s certainly feels a lot bigger then when I 
studied here, and it’s great to see the school has had 
something of a makeover since it converted to an 
academy. It seems there are also plenty of new faces 
among the teaching staff, although I note there are 

some familiar faces still in the room – including, I 
think, some parents whose children I actually went to 
school with. 
Now, in the relatively short period of time I have spent 
working in journalism, I’ve been asked to give a few 
talks to some healthy sized audiences. 
One or two have been to my superiors on Fleet Street; 
some have involved speaking to Undergraduate and 
Masters students who want to get into the media. 
And in others, I’ve found myself speaking to some of 
the leading figures in the world of education – all of 
which I think I’ve managed to get through relatively 
unscathed. 
But I have to say, standing here this evening, speaking 
in front of my Auntie, who you will know better as Mrs 
Smart, and a number of my old teachers, is by far the 
most nerve-wracking talk I’ve given so far. 
Now, to make matters worse, Mrs Smart informed be 
that Mr Dixon would be attending this evening, which 
has sent me into a mild panic over fears I may have 
forgotten to pack my tie! 
Thankfully, I did, and I hope he will appreciate the 
great lengths I have taken to look respectable            
tonight! 
I also hope that he will note that my top button, which 
was forever getting me into trouble as a                  
teenager, is tightly fastened, and my shirt is safely 
tucked in. 
I also think it’s fair to say that Mr Dixon, along with 
some of his former colleagues, may be quite                       
surprised to hear that I would be attending this                
evening. 
I’m sure that many of them expected my name to be 
cropping up in newspapers – but perhaps for very 
different reasons. 
But I’m very pleased to inform them that their hours 
of frustration and head banging did not all go to 
waste and despite my very best efforts to cause                  
anarchy over the three years I was here, in the end, 
their patience – and a good helping of discipline – 
managed to put me firmly on the straight and narrow. 
I should also add that my less flattering traits, which 
used to drive my teachers bonkers, proved rather                   
useful in the end. 
So, if any of you here this evening have a tendency to 
question authority, struggle with punctuality, and 
bend the rules from time to time, please don’t feel like 
you’re on the road to nowhere. 
You could find yourselves editing The Daily Mail in 10 
years’ time.  And, failing that, you could end up                   
becoming an MP! 

2017 Leavers 
GCSE  Presentation & 

Prize Giving 
Evening 



 

 

Joking aside, it really is great to be visiting my old 
school knowing that, whilst the bricks and mortar 
may have changed a little, Saint Martin’s reputation 
for teaching is an outstanding today as it was when I 
first arrived here. 
I still remember walking through those doors, aged 
11, eager to make new friends, but perhaps not so 
enthusiastic about the prospect of actually doing any 
learning. 
I certainly remember many hours spent running 
around the playing fields, making the most of Mr 
Burns’ PE lessons, and trying to put Mr Del Busso’s 
football coaching tips into practice. 
But as time wore on, some of the most lasting                
memories I have of this school are of times spent in 
the classroom, and in fact in this hall, where Father 
Frank, and former headmistress, Mrs Carson, and    
other such as Mrs Grady, spent a great deal of time 
discussing and instilling values that still resonate with 
myself and other former pupils to this day. 
As young, and occasionally rebellious teenagers, it is 
often easy and fashionable to seem disengaged,                  
disinterested, and to find distraction wherever it             
presents itself. 
But I know now, having kept in touch with many of 
my old classmates, that those assemblies left a very 
lasting impression on us. 
In fact, for every person that I still keep in touch with, 
what amazes me is that when we look back and                
reminisce about our school days, it is this school, 
above all else, from which we draw our fondest        
memories. 
I know that many schools today have done away with 
regular assemblies, due to the time it takes for                  
assemblies, due to the time it takes for preparation 
and also a feeling that the message intended seems 
to rarely hit home with students. 
But I think that is a massive mistake.  And I hope that 
Father Frank and Mrs Carson – and the teachers here 
this evening – realise their input does have real      
meaning and impact. 
And that these assemblies are so crucial, because like 
this evening’s awards, they embody the spirit and 
character of this school, and help students feel like 
they are a community. 
For me, that sense of community is amplified by the 
fact that, 10 years on, not only has my oldest sister 
come and gone from this school, but actually my 
youngest sister has recently joined, and my two                  
cousins are also current students. 
Libby, my 20 year old sister, is now flying high at               
university, with ambition to become a teacher                   
herself.  And, my cousins, and Julia, my youngest                
sister, appear to be excelling here. 

And I think that much of that comes down to the               
culture among staff and students here at Saint                   
Martin’s, which is particularly excellent thanks to the 
staff that are drawn to teach here. 
As an education editor, one of the greatest parts of 
my job, outside of the newsroom, is the opportunity I 
get to see great teachers in action. 
I’ve been lucky enough to meet some truly fantastic 
heads, many of whom are helping to transform inner 
London schools, and to see just how much progress 
has been made in education in the relatively short 
time I have been out of it. 
And what I find particularly welcoming is more and 
more, teachers are going back to basics, and focusing 
on providing students with the knowledge they need 
to get on in life. 
When I was at sixth form collect, what struck me as 
odd was the constant talk about equipping students 
with the ‘skills to learn’.  In truth, I hadn’t got the   
foggiest ideas what that actually meant. 
But what I gather now is that it really meant failing to 
equip them with the facts, ideas and know how to be 
able to go out into the world and excel. 
And one of the clearest examples of this I can                     
remember is studying Hamlet at A-Level, and being 
asked, rather than actually engaging with the play, 
just to read and analyse extracts from it. 
In my opinion, that was completely the wrong                       
approach to learning.  Why?  Because it failed to help 
me appreciate the brilliance of Shakespeare; and it 
was all so forced – a kind of step by step manual to 
passing a test at the end of the year. 
That approach was a country mile away from my                
experience of Saint Martin’s, where we spent our time 
reading poetry and plays, debating ideas, and really 
gaining and understanding of those texts. 
When you turn up to a university interview, your               
lecturers don’t want to know that you ‘know how to 
learn’. 
What they want to see is evidence: they want to see 
that you, as a bright young applicant, are not only 
fizzing with ideas, but you also have a real passion 
and deep-routed knowledge of your subject. 
And for a lengthy period of time, I think many schools 
lost sight of that fact.  And this is a common                      
complaint I hear from university students, who feel 
they are massively out of their depth with pitted 
against people from independent schools. 
And that’s why Saint Martin’s has a special place in 
my heart.  Because this school has remained true to 
its values, at a time when education in certain places 
has felt like a giant experiment. 
 
 



 

 

One of the key reasons your parents sent you to this 
school is, I suspect, because they recognised Saint 
Martin’s instils a healthy dose of respect in its pupils 
and also remains very much committed to the                     
traditional, but by no means stationary, approach to 
teaching. 
And so, on this issue, I want to make the point tonight 
that when I was sent through the awards list I                     
immediately zoned in on one particular prize: The Tom 
Goodluck Award. 
Many of you here tonight were never able to meet, or 
indeed experience, a lesson taught by Tom Goodluck.  
But I can tell you now, that Tom was a force of                   
nature. 
For those of us who were lucky enough to share a 
classroom with Tom, it was an experience that                     
inspired us, and helped foster a love of English, and 
certainly a passion for drama, that will stay with us 
for the rest of our lives. 
In fact, it was an impression also left upon my Dad, 
whom he coached to a County rugby cup victory at 
Heathfield 40 years ago, and my Mum, whom he 
coached at the Concordia Theatre. 
It is a tribute to Tom that, 30 years on, when I first 
met him, he knew instantly that I was the progeny of 
‘lanky’ Tony Yorke, as he put it. 
So close were the friendships that Tom struck with 
pupils, that he actually brought into our class a black 
and white photo of my Dad holding the trophy, which 
appeared to me to be as a proud a moment for him, 
as it was for myself. 
It is difficult to describe characters like Mr Goodluck – 
so I won’t attempt to.  But it is a testament to this 
school and to Mr Wright, that 10 years on from Tom’s 
death, Saint Martin’s still abounds with teachers of his 
stature, quality and character.  
As it is ‘character’, above all else, which is required to 
be a good teacher. 
Anybody taught by Tom Goodluck could not help but 
be inspired by his teaching and his manner. 
It is easy to go through motions as a teacher,                 
providing information, but without really fostering an 
interest and desire for it among your students. 
What Tom, and I think many of your teachers today 
have achieved, is the remarkable ability to add colour 
to a subject, and to pass on their enthusiasm and  
passion to you. 
That is why, a decade on from Tom taking my class to 
the West End to watch The Lion King and Billy Elliott, I 
still have a love for musical theatre, because he                
managed to take that excitement, that passion, and 
transfer it into our classroom. 
And I hope, that at this school, among many others, 
Tom Goodluck, and those like him, will serve as an 

inspiration for staff and students for years to come. 
And so, looking forward, I hope that all of you here 
tonight feel the same sense of pride in this school as I 
do. 
Because, as you move forward, whether that be onto 
pursuing degrees at university, or whichever career 
path you eventually settle for, you should know that 
your achievements as pupils are in large part founded 
on the tireless work that your teachers have done day 
in, day out. 
I was conscious, when preparing this speech, not to 
spend too much time dwelling on myself and my own 
career, because this event is all about celebrating 
your achievements. 
But my advice to all of you would be very simple, 
make sure that you pursue something that sets your 
brain on fire, that engages you and, most importantly, 
makes sure it is something that you enjoy. 
Today, it is very easy to be caught up in the chase for 
money.  But I can tell you now that doing so rarely 
leads to a fulfilling career. 
Trust your instincts, especially as you approach                  
deciding whether or not to go to university. 
That decision will ultimately shape the rest of your 
life, and so do not be swayed by what your friends tell 
you, and within reason, your parents. 
Choose a degree and a university that fit with your 
values, where you are surrounded by like-minded  
people of your won ability, and do so in a place you 
would feel content to call ‘home’ for at least three 
years. 
And lastly, if not most importantly, in whatever                  
vocation, or walk of life you eventually tread down, 
always seek to make a difference. 
In my job, that means exposing wrongdoing, and 
helping to guide and shape the ideas and opinions of 
others.  
It also means confronting a whole raft of challenges, 
but knowing that, whatever criticism may come my 
way, I am doing something that is positive and                  
benefits of others. 
Whatever, that it is, and no matter how small you feel 
that difference may be, do it, and do it with                    
conviction.  Because that, and that alone, will be the 
difference between feeling as though you’re just                
running through the motions or actually doing               
something that leaves a lasting impression. 
Thank you for listening.  And congratulations to                
everyone receiving an award this evening. 
 
 



 

 

YOU are making such a difference by donating to our 
library collection!  Some lovely used books have been 
given. Many have elected to buy new books from our 
Amazon Wishlist http://amzn.eu/1US8bCt. There have 
also been some generous cash donations through 
ParentMail which we have started to spend. Pictured 
here are only a few additions that are bringing smiles 
to the faces of our students!  Thank you for investing in 
developing the reading culture of our school!   
 The Scholastic Book Fair ran from 2 October to 6                    
October. It was a great success in getting some                
amazing new books into the hands of our students.  
We also earned over £450 of rewards to spend on new 
books for our school library.  A huge thank you to all 
who participated!  

We’ve had a great start to the new year here in the 
Library. The extraordinary work of the Year 7                 
students on their summer Library Projects has 
been an inspiration to the entire school. Some 
chose to create their own book for a 3 to 5 year old 
child.  Others chose to make a poster to promote a                   
favourite book. We displayed the top three                    
projects from each form in the library until Open 
Evening on Monday, 25 September. Then, we had a 
great night showing off the students’ efforts and 
holding a vote to make the final decisions.  
 Three winners in each category (books & 
posters) were announced in assembly on Thursday, 
5 October.  The following students were recognised 
and presented with well-deserved book vouchers: 
Books: Lonely Ben by Millie Brown, Steve Goes to 
School by Tom Brightman (not present for the               
picture), and My Best Friend by Katie Percival. 
Posters: Cosmic by Eoghan McSheffrey, Wave Me 
Goodbye by Olivia Timms, and Gangsta Granny by 
Aimee Simpson. 

In the same assembly, we were also able to give special 
recognition to Evie Sandall, India La Trobe, Jennifer   
Collins, and Freya Bell for going above and beyond what 
was asked of them in their summer reading challenge. 
All year 7 students were asked to do 5 fun reading                    
activities from a grid of 25 choices. These keen students 
completed ALL 25 choices. We deemed it important to                    
recognise their efforts and gave them some book 
vouchers. 



 

 

Once again we held our annual Saint Martin's                
Christmas Fayre on 1st December. We strive every 
year to make it bigger and better than the previous 
year and once again we succeeded. It was an                 
amazing evening with a real buzz and festive                       
atmosphere throughout the entire school. We raised 
a record breaking amount, had lots of external stalls 
as well as 25 tutor stalls! The students and staff did 
Saint Martin's proud, raising a huge amount of              
money that has already been given straight back to 
departments for the direct benefit of our                  
students. We would like to thank every single                 
member of the Saint Martin's community who                   
donated towards the Fayre, without your support it 
could not have been such a success. Well done to 
you all, and Thank you!! 



 

 

APPRENTICESHIPS 
2016/2017 Leavers 
Six of our 2016/2017 Year 11 leavers have secured                  
apprenticeships (Paris Darker and Rosie Draycott (hair 
and beauty), Scott Crump (John Worth Shopfitters),      
Owen Freeman (Penta Patterns), Nathan Hedgecock 
(Advanced Electrical Controls) and Lawrance Remington 
(Toyota). Kicking off a career with an apprenticeship can 
be an ideal way to get a head start in the field you wish 
to work in. Apprenticeship can enable young people to 
start working and earn a wage while they learn key 
skills and gain the necessary qualifications that future 
employers require. The Leicestershire Apprenticeship 
Hub have supported Saint Martin’s. We look forward to 
hearing about the students’ progress and their future 
careers (hopefully, Owen will be smiling). 
 
NATIONAL CITIZENSHIP SERVICE (NCS) 
NCS is a 4 week experience that helps build student’s                       
confidence and self- belief so that they can take on any-
thing in life. They live away from home, develop skills to 
boost their CV, and meet amazing people that they will 
never forget. Food, accommodation and activities are 

all included and the price is 
only £50. It is available for 
Year 11 students following 
their GCSEs and Saint            
Martin’s have been                
awarded ‘Champion 
School’ status after over 40 
students attended during 
the  summer of 2017.              
Current Year 11s will be 
able to apply for this 
scheme in January 2018. 
 

UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM – ACHIEVE CONFERENCE 
Friday, 15th September 2017 
Year 11 students visited the university to ensure they 
are aware and are preparing if they wish to consider 
applying to universities. The event was aimed at raising 
the aspirations of students and providing them with  
important information, advice and guidance enabling 
them to make informed decisions as they consider their 
post 16 options. The session focused on the importance 
of qualifications – not only for university applications 
but for higher or degree apprenticeships which are an 
excellent alternative.  For all of these, GCSE results are 
vitally important.  
 
 

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD - OXPLORE 
Wednesday, 20th September 2017 
Students from Year 8, 9 and 10 visited Pembroke       
College, Oxford on 20th September. This was to explore 
a ‘Big Question’ through workshops with Oxford                   
academics including statisticians and psychologists plus 
included a museum visit. The trip was organised to 
launch Oxford’s new digital outreach website 
‘Oxplore’ (www.explore.org) which seeks to stimulate 
intellectual curiosity and promote broader thinking. 
One group visited ‘The Pitt Rivers’ Museum which                  
displays the archaeological and anthropological                       
collections of the University of Oxford. It was founded 
in 1884 with 26,000 objects and now houses over half a 
million from around the world with the exception of 
Luxembourg. On a walking tour, they viewed ‘The                  
Bodleian Library’ and this is the main research library, 
and is one of the oldest libraries in Europe. With over 
12 million items, it is the second-largest library in                  
Britain after the British Library. It was an exciting and 
inspiring day for our fifteen students. 

JOINT CAREERS OPTIONS EVENING 
Wednesday, 11th October 2017 
This year a Hinckley’s ‘Options at 16 and JC6’ event was 
held. Students from Saint Martin’s, Redmoor, Hinckley 
Academy and Hastings  had the opportunity to discuss 
their post 16 options with providers ranging from                
universities, colleges, armed forces, apprenticeship   
providers and regional employees (including                        
Rolls-Royce). 



 

 

PEMBROKE COLLEGE 
Tuesday, 7th November 2017 

Year 10 students had 
the opportunity to 
spend a day at                       
Pembroke College,                
College along with three 
other schools. One of 
which was St Thomas 
the Apostle School and 
Sixth Form College and 
they were the winners 
of the ‘UK Secondary 
School of the Year’.  The 

event is to encourage students to consider future plans 
at university level and Saint Martin’s recognises the 
needs of students who have the potential to gain places 
at the most competitive and prestigious Higher                       
education institutions. The day consisted of an                      
introduction to higher education and the University of 
College. Two current students shared their experience 
of attending Pembroke College and answered                      
questions. Lunch was enjoyed in the college’s dining 

room and after 
this the                    
students                    
listened to a 
lecture from a 
Maths PhD               
student. He had 
studied at  
Cambridge for 
over 7 years 
and was                  

extremely impressed with the students’ ability. One     
student who attended remarked ‘informative day and 
now looking at attending a Russell Group university’ 
whilst another felt it ‘helped me in my future decisions’. 
A current Year 11 student wrote in her recent personal 
statement ‘the trip to Cambridge University (which I 
enjoyed as it showed me what could happen if I really 
dedicate myself to my studies). It is good to hear that 
students value the benefit of visiting a university that 
was founded 1209 and whose mission is to contribute 
to society through the pursuit of education, learning 
and research at the highest international levels. The day 
was finished with a photograph of the students sitting 
with Senate House in the background, this building is 
now mainly used for degree ceremonies.  
 
 

DE MONTFORT UNIVERSITY (DMU)  
WIDENING PARTICIPATION 
Wednesday, 29th November 2017 
Year 9 students spent a day at one of the fastest grow-
ing universities in the UK with world class facilities and 
world leading research. Nursing, Architecture, Engineer-
ing are among the degrees on offer.  
Year 9s worked with both university staff and under-
graduate students to produce a Visual Curriculum Vitae 
(CV). The CV concentrated on four main areas; values 
and beliefs, team working skills, multiple intelligence 
skills and goal setting all of which were specific to each 
individual student.  Plus, during the day they had a cam-
pus tour and enjoyed lunch in the new student food 
court. During the afternoon, all students took part in a 
team building exercise and there were some interesting 
results with the boys winning! 

De Montfort University Easter schools are free of 
charge and offers opportunities for 

Art & Design, Healthcare Science, Dance, Drama and 
Law Healthcare Science  

3rd - 6th April 2018 
Are you in Year 10? Do you want to learn more about 
healthcare science in a university environment? If so, 
De Montfort University’s Healthcare Science Gifted and 
Talented School may be for you! 
You will have the chance to study a range of subjects 
including: 
 Nursing and Midwifery 
 Biomedical Sciences 
 Pharmacy 
 Psychology - Sociology 
The Healthcare Science School 
is free of charge and will run 
from 9.30am-4pm each day. At 
the end of the school you will 
present your work to family 
and friends after a                  
celebratory lunch. Further                
information available from Mrs 
Lowry and all applications to be                     
completed and returned to Mrs 
Lowry by Friday, 26th January 
to enable the paperwork to be 
returned by the deadline date. 



 

 

This term has seen a lot of sport fixtures at Saint               
Martin’s including netball, rugby, football and                     
basketball. 

Rugby 
The rugby teams have performed well with year 11 
boys winning the CVL qualifying for the Cup and 
reaching the final stage. Girls rugby is looking really 
promising after their first tournament and now need 
them to continue training ready for next ones.  

Netball 
In the Netball leagues amazing results all round with 
year 7 finishing 3rd, the year 8s won their league 
along with the year 9s. Yeah 8 continued their journey 
in the cup eventually going out at the quarter final 
stage. Year 10 finished a respectable 5th with year 11 
finishing runners up in the Hinckley and Bosworth 
league.  
 

Basketball 
In the basketball year seven girls won their CVL and 
will now represent Hinckley and Bosworth at the next 
stage. Year 7 boys came a close second in their                 
tournament and year 9 boys won their group but lost 
in the final to South Charnwood. The year 9 girls team 
came second in their tournament.  

Cross Country  
Cross country teams performed very well, especially 
the year 7 boys finishing 2nd overall. Junior girls also 
placed well in their respected league. We had a record 
number of entries this year with some great                         
performances from the likes of Joseph Pointon and 
Kieren Coleman-Smith. 

Football 
The football teams went straight into action first week 
into the new academic year. The year 7s finished 5th 
in their league having only lost 1 game, drawing the 
majority of their games. The year 8s played extremely 
well ending up runners up. The year 9 team finished 
4th as did the year 10 team. The year 11s completed 
their final season finishing 5th.  

Stand out individual performances  
Some stand out individual performances were Carys 
O’Reilly who won the Hinckley and Bosworth Sports 
Personality of the Year for her swimming and athletics 
and will be representing the midlands for her                   
swimming in France in the new year.  
In cross-country Kieren Coleman-Smith was unbeaten 
in all his races and can boast being County champion 
and will now compete in the nationals.  
Seth Dewfield represents the West Midlands for                
waterpolo and recently won the Inter-regional                   
Waterpolo championships. He now is national                  
champion along with his team.  

Upcoming in the new year 
Next term will be another busy term for fixtures with 
the start of the badminton league, handball, indoor 
athletics, swimming gala, indoor cricket and girls                 
futsal.  
The PE team would like to thank all students who 
attend sporting practices and fixtures and we hope to 
see many more involved in the new year.  



 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

8th January 2018 INSET for staff 

9th January  School opens to students (Lenten Term 1) 

15th January Year 11 Mocks begin 

15th January Year 8 Option Subject Exams begin 

8th February Year 8 Options Evening 

12th February School closed—Half Term 

19th February School re-opens (Lenten Term 2) 

26th February Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

1st March World Book Day (non-uniform) 

6th March Whole School Photo 

12th March Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

19th March Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

20th, 21st & 22nd March School production 

26th March School Closed—Easter Break 

9th April School Opens (Trinity Term 1) 

Attendance Matters 

 
 

Regular and punctual attendance at school is a legal 
requirement and is essential in order for students to 
maximise their educational opportunities.  
At Saint Martin’s we continually promote and                         
recognise positive attendance which as a school                   
currently stands at over 95%. We will continue to work 
with parents/carers and students to resolve any                   
problems which may affect a child’s attendance and 
will endeavour to act swiftly should attendance 
patterns become a concern.  
The Department for Education has published research 
into the effect that missing time form school can have 
on exam success. The research is based on data from 
all schools in England over recent years and the results 
clearly evidence the detrimental effect absence can 
have on student’s GCSE success. For example, at the 
end of the 2012/13 academic year, 94% of students 
who were present at school for more than 96% 
achieved 5 or more A*-C grades or equivalent. Where 
attendance dropped to between 85-90%, only 75% of 
students achieved these results. 85% attendance 
equates to one week of school per year being missed 
which is an incredible amount of lesson time. The   
message is clear; attendance matters and has a direct 
effect on our students’ success. 

Keep up to date! 
 

Visit our school website  

www.saint-martins.net 
Our home page is updated weekly with school 

news and information about events. 
 

Facebook and Twitter feeds: 
www.facebook.com/stmartins.stokegolding 

@stmartin1963 

School Funding 

As you may be aware Government funding for 
schools has been significantly cut across the                   
country. To continue our high level of education 
here at Saint Martin’s we have set up a voluntary 
school fund to help subject departments buy                
essential resources, which are vital in supporting 
your child's to learning. 

Any contribution is entirely voluntary and                     
anything from £1 a month upwards would be 
gratefully received.  We realise that lots of                  
families are also under financial pressures so any 
contribution,  however small,  is appreciated and 
will be used to enhance our curriculum 

If you would like to contribute to Saint Martin’s 
on a monthly basis, then please arrange a                  
standing order with your bank using the details 
below: 

Name of Account: Planned Giving, St Martin’s 
         Catholic Academy 

Name of Bank: National Westminster Bank, 
1 Market Place, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV11 4YY 

Account Number: 27787575 

Sort Code: 54-21-13 

Ref: Childs Name and Year of 
birth (eg. Fred Smith 03) 

Amount: What ever you wish to                 
donate per month. 

http://www.saint-martins.net/
http://www.facebook.com/stmartins.stokegolding


 

 

Uniform & Mobile Phone Policy 
Swifts in Hinckley supply our uniform blazers, and 
can also supply other items of uniform. 

This is an ideal time to re-affirm our                                      
high expectations regarding school uniform,                         
behaviour and work ethic.  Where there is pride in 
appearance and good behaviour, by implication, 
there is a positive attitude to learning.  If a student 
chooses not to adhere to our School Uniform Policy 
then sanctions will apply.  
May we remind all parents and students of the                   
following: 
 Blouses and shirts must be tucked in at all times. 

And fully fastened. 
 Ties done up properly.  
 Blazers worn always unless permission is given to 

remove. 
 Jewellery of any description may not be worn in 

school, including earrings. This rule applies to girls 
and boys. Watches may be worn. 

 Extremes of hairstyle, including unnatural              
colours or shaved sides, are not permitted. The 
Principal will be the final arbiter of what counts as 
'extreme'. 

 Make-up or nail varnish must not be worn in the 
Academy. If make-up or nail varnish is used,               
students will be asked to remove it. Acrylic or gel 
nails are not allowed for health and safety                   
reasons. 

 Please note that girls are expected to wear 
opaque black tights with their uniform skirts.  

  
 
 

We also expect all pupils to wear school shoes in line 
with our uniform guidelines. The guidelines on shoes 
is being strictly enforced. 
Shoes - PLAIN BLACK LEATHER, ACADEMY TYPE. 
MUST BE  POLISHABLE. 

If you have any queries about the Academy Uniform 
Policy please see the school website for clarification, 
or contact the school office. 
We find that most students follow our school dress 
code and we would like to thank all of the parents/
carers. Similarly our mobile phone policy clearly asks 
students to have them turned off during the school 
day and in their lockers otherwise they may be                  
confiscated.   

School Detentions 
As parents, I’m sure you will agree, we have really 
high standards of behaviour which can be seen in the             
exceptional charm, good manners and behaviour of 
our pupils. Good behaviour is the basic foundation of 
effective learning in lessons. When students           
occasionally do not meet our high expectations, then 
after-school detentions will be given. Please note 
that detentions are not optional. Schools have a legal 
right to set detentions out of school hours and                 
parents do not  have the right to withdraw their 
child. This includes same night detentions.  
We will try to accommodate parents who have               
specific logistical problems. However, the detention 
will have to be served nonetheless.  
 

UNIFORM BLAZERS 
Swifts is collating a ‘guideline’ list of any                 
student in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 who may                  
require a new blazer for next August, 2018.  
Whilst it may seem too far ahead to                         
consider… please note… stocks for this                    
specially-designed blazer are ordered months 
in advance.  To ensure Swifts meet student         
requirements, please call in, or contact them 
as early as possible 
email: enquiries@swiftsunfiorms.co.uk  
Or tel: 01455 238398 to discuss, or pre-order 
a new blazer. No payment is due at this stage. 

Thank you 

mailto:enquiries@swiftsunfiorms.co.uk


 

 

Michaelmas Term 2017 

Our Chair of Governors can be contacted via admin@saint-martins.net 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and will call him Immanuel.  

Isaiah 7:14 


