
 
 

26th April 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As your child is nearing the end of Year 10 and approaching Year 11 on their Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE course, 
I wanted to take this opportunity to write to you and keep you informed of changes which may affect you and your child 
on this course next year. 
 
As an essential part of the course, to ensure the best outcomes possible, intervention sessions are offered free, several 
times a week, afterschool, for Year 11 students. These sessions are offered to enable your child to access support, in order 
to complete the two pieces of compulsory coursework required to pass this GCSE. Unfortunately, there is not sufficient 
time during timetabled lessons to complete this.  
 
It is strongly recommended that one evening afterschool is kept free to enable weekly attendance at these sessions. These 
will run from the first week of September 2019 to around the end of March.  I appreciate and value your support in your 
child’s regular attendance, as from experience, this gives them the best chance of achieving a good grade, and ensuring 
the student gains confidence in managing their time and meeting the deadlines set for course work, which has to be 
completed in year 11, set by the exam board. 
 
The first brief, will be released on 1st September, and the second on 2nd November.  Internal section deadlines and Final 
external deadlines are given to students well in advance.  As a consequence, students will manage the pressures of 
meeting deadlines, when completing large pieces of on-going work and give our students the best possible chance of 
securing 50% of this GCSE through successful coursework completion. 
 
It is also worth bearing in mind that the practical aspect of the course will be greatly reduced next year, with students 
trialling approximately 4 dishes of their choosing (tailored to the brief) in school and a final practical exam (3 hours in 
length) whereby they will produce a three-course meal with accompaniments in this time frame around February/March. 
Therefore, the amount of practical lessons and ingredients required will be greatly reduced in accordance with exam 
boards requirements, as the ‘making’ section now carries a much smaller mark weighting on the newer, more theoretical 
GCSE course.  Students will however, also need to have access to the ingredients needed to be tested as part of the food 
science experiments for coursework piece one.  
 
It would be very helpful if you could complete the return slip below to register your child’s interest for a specific evening 
session for next academic year. Please tick which session (day) which would be most suitable for your child to attend next 
academic year. 
 
I hope you have found this information helpful and the offer of support for your child is readily available, I do hope that 
this opportunity is taken up. If you are unsure of any of AQA’s requirements for coursework on this course and need 
further clarification, please ask your child to collect some more information from myself, which I will happily provide. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mrs Robinson 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------- 
Please return to Mrs Robinson 
 
Name:  ________________________________________________   Form:  ________________________ 
 
Afterschool until 4.45pm:  TUESDAY   

WEDNESDAY   
THURSDAY    


