Lenten Term 2022

NEWSLETTER

Dear Parent and Carers,

We’ve really enjoyed getting back to a year of
normality, so our newsletter reflects the fact that, as
well as all the usual learning that is taking place,
there have been numerous events and visits that
pupils have enjoyed this term. The newsletter if full
of trips, fundraising events, our show, prizegiving and
some amazing sporting results.
This term we have been marking Lent through
numerous special liturgies and services led by our Lay
Chaplains Lucy and Alex, alongside the Chaplaincy
team. We have also been very involved in Alms Giving
and charity, which is a special responsibility of
Christians during Lent. You can read about some of
the great fund raising in this newsletter.
We were delighted to have one of our former pupils,
Dean Richards, the England and international Rugby
player, give out prizes to our class of 2021. Even
though he left Saint Martin’s in the 1970’s, he shared
many funny and fond memories of his time here.
He considered that the values and influences he had
at Saint Martin’s were qualities that carried him
though his life-time of sporting success. He was a
genuinely lovely man, and, for someone so large and
famous, incredibly humble.
You can also read about Bugsy Malone our school
show which was brilliant, I was incredibly proud of
the talent displayed by our pupils, both students and
staff worked extremely hard to put the show on stage
this term.
Can I also highlight the up and coming Last Night of
the Proms this June at Saint Martin’s, it will be a
wonderful event and all families are welcome.
There are more details on page 2.
A sad note for the end of term however, is that
Mr Carton, our Deputy Head who has been at Saint
Martin’s for the last 13 years, is leaving. He began as
a humble newly qualified teacher of history and
worked his way up to Deputy Head. He has been a
superb member of staff who has dedicated his time
here to supporting often the most vulnerable pupils
and their families. He will be really missed.

Mr Gray will be the new Deputy Headteacher in
charge of pastoral care starting after May half term.
In the meantime, Mrs Abela is being seconded on to
the Leadership Team as Assistant Headteacher in
charge of Safeguarding and pupil welfare.

Finally, we wish you a very restful and Holy
Easter. Mass and service times and also in
the newsletter.

C Wright
Principal

We have a number of pre-loved
blazers and other uniform items,
still in very good condition, that
have been donated to the school
by past students. We are selling
these items for a nominal charge.
If you need any support with
uniform please get in touch, we
will be happy to help.
We are in need of school ties, if
you are able to donate please
drop them into the office.
If you have any queries
please contact Mrs Davies on
01455 212386.
Thank you

Merits and Demerits

We have a huge number of coats
and jackets in reception, if they
are not collected before the end
of term they will be donated to
charity.
Please note that while in school,
students are responsible for their
own belongings. If items are lost
students should start by checking
in the last place they remember
having the item. Any items found
will usually be handed into the
office.
Thank you.

At Saint Martin’s, visitors (and we have many!) are
always impressed by how well behaved, polite,
charming and confident our pupils appear. The
reason for this is that we set extraordinarily high
expectations. We expect pupils to be hard working,
polite and kind at all times. We accept no excuses
for pupils who do not live up to these expectations.
Our aim is also to instil in pupils the behaviours and
habits that will enable them to thrive in life: an
excellent work ethic, self-control, kindness, social
skills, charm, organisation and so on.
The Achievement and Behaviour Points system
(we now call them Merits and Demerits) is one of
the ways we promote these habits and behaviours.
They help pupils to ‘tweak’ their behaviour day by
day, week by week and so on until great habits just
become part and parcel of who they are. A Demerit
is therefore not necessarily a misbehaviour point.
Forgetting a piece of equipment or exercise book,
for example, are not examples of pupils
misbehaving. However, if someone enters the world
of work as a disorganised person, they will probably
do less well than someone who is more organised.
An individual Demerit or two will have no
consequences, but are a reminder of what the
expectations are. It is only when a pupil accumulates
several points that any consequences are incurred.
In the same way, pupils who go beyond expectation
by helping others, showing exceptional manners or
effort will get Merits to reward them.

Friday 24th June - 5.30 - 7pm - Main School Hall
Saint Martin's Catholic Academy presents

'Last night of the Proms'

Including soul band, Hinckley Area School's Orchestra, dancers and choir.
A selection of music with dance from musicals and
light classical music through the ages.
BYOB (bring you own booze) and nibbles, tables will be arranged in
groups rather than rows

Tickets will be available next term and can be collected from 4SD
at break and lunch. Tickets are free but are limited in number.

Intermediate Maths Challenge Success
There was success for Saint Martins students in the
Intermediate Maths Challenge as well this year.
25 students from Year 9 took part in this
paper, made up of intriguing multiple choice
questions.
Overall, students received 2 Gold Certificates,
2 Silver Certificates and 102 Bronze Certificates.
GOLD - Daniel Turner, and Chloe Taylor
SILVER - Toby Porter and Lacey Whitehurst
BRONZE - Annabelle Cassidy, Harry Fitt, Chen Gao,
Tian Gao, Sam Hickman, Ben Moreton,
Tristan Olesiak, Lewis Ritchie, Erin Shepherd and
Rosina Wainwright
Those students who gained Gold and Silver
Certificates also went through to
the "Grey Kangaroo" follow-on
round, with Daniel Turner and
Chloe Taylor each being awarded
a prestigious Certificate of Merit.

Congratulations to all involved!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
25th April 2022

School Opens for Trinity Term 1

26th April

Year 9 Mock Exams start

2nd May

Bank Holiday (School Closed)

9th May—13th May

Plas Gwynant residential trip

13th May—15th May

Barton Hall Netball residential

16th May

GCSE Exams begin

Half Term Monday 30th May-Friday 3rd June
6th June

School Opens for Trinity Term 2

29t6th June

GCSE Exams continue

24th June

Last Night of the Proms Concert

29th June

GCSE Exam Contingency Day

30th June & 1st July

Year 6 Transition

8th July

School Closes for Summer
(12.30pm)

11th July & 12th July

INSET for Staff
(school closed to students)

We believe that period products should be made
available to all those who need them in education,
as they are a necessity, not a luxury. No-one should
be held back from accessing education due to their
period.
Last Year the Department for Education (DfE)
launched it’s ‘Period Equality’ scheme to provide
free period products to young people in schools
and colleges across England.
The scheme offers period products, for all who
need them, when they need them, in order to
access education. Having periods should not be a
barrier to education for any learner especially
during these financially challenging times
Earlier in the academic year we launched the
scheme at Saint Martins by providing all Year 7 girls
with a period information/starter pack and holding
an informative assembly. We are trying to remove
the stigma and embarrassment that some girls may
feel when asking for sanitary products in school and
so far we have had an encouraging response.
Both the Reception and Girls PE Office have stocks
of
sanitary
pads,
tampons
and
more
environmentally-friendly and reusable products,
and can provide these to students with the upmost
discretion. These products are available to all girls
especially if they:
•

have forgotten their own products

•

cannot afford products

•

if their period has started unexpectedly while
at school

Not all students may be aware of the scheme and
so we will be placing ‘Period Equality’ posters in the
girls toilets notifying them of where they can collect
sanitary products from should they need them.
If any parents / carers need support in providing
sanitary products while students are at home
please speak to the school office, we will be happy
to help.

Prize Giving
Afternoon
Class of 2020
It seems so long ago that our Class of 2020 left Saint
Martin’s, they missed out on so much during their
final year in High school, we couldn’t let another
event pass them by without a celebration, so on
Monday 21st February we invited the Prize
Winners from our class of 2020 to join us in school
to collect their Awards.
Almost all of the ex-students invited to collect a
prize attended, some bringing parents and friends
to share in their success. We chatted over tea and
cake, it was a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon and
lovely to hear tales of their college experiences.

GCSE Presentation &
Prize Giving
Evening
Class of 2021
Thursday 24th March saw our annual GCSE
Presentation & Prize Giving Evening return for our
Class of 2021, we were able to invite the entire
cohort and their family and friends into school to
see each student make their way onto the stage to
collect their Certificates and Awards.
We had a very special guest join us this year,
Rugby Union legend and former Saint Martin’s
pupil, Dean Richards. It was a pleasure to listen to
him recount stories of Sister Louis during his time at
Saint Martin’s, he was delighted when we could
show his name written in the original paper
registers from 1974.

We expressed our thanks to Dean by presenting
him with an engraved gift, the plaque read—
’Forever part of the Saint Martin’s family’,
a sentiment that is expressed to every one of our
students, past and present.
Well done Class of
2021, we are proud of
each one of you for
your achievements.

There certainly was a huge roar from the
audience for Saint Martin’s rendition of the
musical Bugsy Malone, played for three nights
from 3-5th March, it really was a huge hit with
everyone involved.
Those of you of a ‘certain age’ will remember
the iconic film staring Jodie Foster and Scot Baio.
Well, the Saint Martin’s version certainly had
performances by some extremely talented
students.

The story hinges around two rival gangs in
1920’s America, vying for the position of top dog
during the time of prohibition and speakeasy
joints. Bugsy Malone is a chancer who falls for
the new girl, Blousey and ends up helping to
save Fat Sam’s speakeasy, much to the relief of
his girlfriend, Talulah.
Bugsy, played by Tristan, was a suitably ‘fly by
night’ cheeky chappie, who was the golden
thread leading the audience beautifully through
the story. Fat Sam, Remi, was brilliant as the
lovable rouge, who delivered his lines brilliantly.
Talulah, played by Lucy was unrecognisable usually a quiet and retiring year 7, she belted
out her solo with great elegance. Blousey, the
cynical performer who is messed about by
Bugsy, performed beautifully by Millie, sang her
solo with plenty of emotion. Dandy Dan,
performed by Gabriel, had just the sort of
swagger you’d expect from the rival gang leader.
The supporting cast really pulled the show
together, there were a number of group dances
and a wistful solo dance by Emily, all performed
to an extremely high standard. The backing
singers were amazing, adding lots of
atmosphere to the show. The
bumbling hit men, were hilarious and
added just enough slap stick
comedy. Policemen, Rose & Emma,
brought the ‘Keystone Cops’
element in beautifully.

This wasn’t simply a production fed by tape
players and speakers. A host of talented
musicians from the school helped booster the
live orchestra, who supplied the music
throughout. What really set this performance
aside from any other was the decision by
Mrs Furniss to hire a professional set – it took
the audience immediately to downtown New
York. Professional lighting, really enhanced the
performances as well as adding an ambience,
which would have been lost without it.
None of this would have been possible without
the enthusiasm and dedication of the staff
Mrs Furniss, Mr King and Miss North.
All in all, this was a fantastic musical highlighting
the wealth of talent that Saint Martin’s has.
Who knows what the next extravaganza will be,
but no doubt it will be another sell out.

This term has been extremely busy for careers
activity with both National Apprenticeship week and
National Careers week taking place. Our Year 11’s
all worked extremely hard submitting their post 16
applications in January and have regularly been
attending college and 6th form interviews in hope to
secure places at their chosen destinations.
In February we took a group of Year 9 students to
De Montfort University. The aim was for the
students to experience University life and to widen
their knowledge of what they can study at
University. Each student created a 'Visual CV' of
themselves which got them thinking about their
personality traits, their skills and interests and their
goals, dreams and ambitions. The students then had
a tour of the University, seeing a huge lecture
theatre, the famous balcony viewing point and the
student accommodation. A great day was had by all!

National Careers Week 2022
NCW took place from the 7th -11th March and we
had a jam-packed schedule here at Saint Martin’s.
Various activities and careers focussed lessons took
place throughout the week in all subject areas and
we were lucky enough to have numerous visitors
into school to talk about their job roles and career
journeys. An extra special thank you goes to 3
parents who volunteered to come into school and
speak to our Year 10 science classes. Mrs Williscroft,
Mr Craddock and Mr Norman gave excellent
presentations that explained their career journeys
which in turn, hopefully inspired some of our
students to follow a similar path. Other highlights
from the week included visits from our local Police
force, a Year 8 trip to Mira Technology Institute, a
nurse speaking to our Health & Social Care classes
and the RAF taking over our PE groups for a day!

Meditation, affirmations and spreading
love around the local community
Year 9 and Year 10 visited the Chapel and took part
in a beautiful guided meditation led by Alex.
Alton Castle Residential Retreat- On Wednesday
26th-Friday 28th January 2022, 54 pupils and 5 staff
took part in a residential retreat at Alton Castle in
Staffordshire. The centre offers the children the
opportunity of taking part in some really exciting
outdoor activities whilst considering their spiritual
impact too.
Our theme for the retreat was 'Identity?', and each
fun activity gave the children a chance to reflect on
the theme. The children took time to consider what
they had achieved so far in their lives and reflected
positively on where their life journey was going to
take them.
The friendly staff led the children in night time
activities after dinner which ranged from fun team
games to meditations.

Over the next two days, the children had the
opportunity to take part in three activities each.
Mountain Biking, Trekking, Survival, and low ropes
course.
Each night, the children took part in night prayer;
rooms were set to be peaceful and calm, with
candles burning and quiet music playing. All the
children were involved and eager to take part
praying for their own families, friends and concerns.
To end the trip, we all took part in a beautiful Mass
which we had learnt new hymns for. The Mass was
the culmination of a wonderful few days where
everyone involved had been touched, in some way,
by the events which took place at the castle. Our trip
was a real success, and we are now putting our
improved team work skills to use in school.

Year 9 helped to spread love around the school by
visiting all staff and giving them a little treat on the
Feast of Lady of Lourdes. We visited our local care
home, Saffron House and sent them handmade
Valentine’s day cards and roses.

The Big Sleep Out

Papal Nuncio
Mrs Mulcrow and Alex met the Papal Nuncio for
Great Britain on Sunday 6th March and handed him
our students' ideas on the Synod. He said he will
personally look at all the information and would
ensure it would go in the Diplomatic bag this week
for the attention of Pope Francis. Bishop Patrick
was also present and said he would ensure that this
was discussed further.

On Friday 11th March, 36 students and 4 staff
members took on the challenge of ‘sleeping rough’
for the night at Saint Martin’s. All money raised
will be supporting Hinckley Homeless Group.
Students were asked to reflect on the experience
and shared that ‘the most difficult thing was how
cold it was’ and ‘everyone deserves a home’. One
student noted that their ‘opinion on homeless
people has changed entirely’ and that they ‘feel
sorry for those people who have to do this every
night’.
Students were a credit to themselves and the
school and took on this challenge wholeheartedly
with dignity, respect and care. We raised…..

£3,146.05

Easter Sunday Mass
Hinckley
8.00am and 9.45am
Market Bosworth
9.00am
Earl Shilton
11.00am

Homework club will be available until
4:35pm, Monday to Friday It will only
be available for students who want to
study, complete homework or read. It
will be a silent study area.
Students will need to reserve their
place with the library staff by the end
of lunch each day. If parents/carers
know that a slot will be needed on a
regular basis for a term, this can be
booked in advance by emailing

library@saint-martins.net

This week our year 11 and year 9 Travel and Tourism
group went on the first Travel and Tourism trip the
school has organised, to see real life examples of
tourist organisations they have studied in lessons.
With the support and assistance of Mr Murphy
and Miss Pitman the minibus left school bound for
Coventry City Centre, ‘City of culture 2021’ as well as
home to Lady Godiva and their 2 Cathedrals.
Despite the cold, grey day, students walked around
the city, viewing and visiting many different tourist
organisations from attractions such as the Herbert
Art Gallery, the Belgrade Theatre and the Motor
Museum to accommodation providers including the
Britannia, Premier Inn and newly opened Telegraph
Hotels.
We also saw the iconic Elephant, part of the old sport
centre, Lady Godiva statue, Pool Meadow bus station
and Cathedral Lanes once shopping centre now
transformed into a thriving restaurant quarter.
Throughout the visit, we discussed the purpose and
attraction to each organisation and the roles within
each location needed to ensure the successful and
smooth running of each organisation.
Students quickly identified many
key roles including customer
service /receptionists, cleaners
and maintenance as well as more
specific, specialised job titles from
actors to lighting technicians,
interior and graphic designers,
historians and life guards.
The students were a credit to the
school, being considerate of the
public moving around the city as
well as staff and visitors at the
locations visited.
A truly successful educational
visit, well done Travel and
Tourism students!

We ran a readathon for years 7 & 8 for 5 weeks at the start of the year. It was in aid
of the charity Read for Good who raise money to buy books and provide storytellers
for children in hospital.
Congratulations to 7AA who both the
most minutes read and the most
money raised by form in our Read for
Good readathon. They won two
fantastic hampers that were donated
by #morrisons in Hinckley and the
form tutors were treated to a bottle
of bubbly. Our individual winners
Saara and Aimee won book stacks and
an Easter egg, with our runner-up
Alfie, Noah and Ester also winning
books and chocolate.
In total we raised £354 for Read for Good, which will also
help our school library with £70 in Scholastic Book Store
vouchers.

Saint Martin’s Book Club (SMBC) Podcast
We have had great success with our first SMBC
Podcast with over 600 hits on Facebook and
Instagram. We’ve even had comments left by the
authors Tom Palmer and Taran Matharu.
https://www.facebook.com/stmartins.stokegolding/
videos/283402673901884
Our next episode will feature our visiting author,
Seth Burkett, who has agreed to be interviewed by
some of our year 8 students. It will be available
after the Easter holiday.

Thank you to everyone who bought a book from our
Scholastic Book Fair. We took £315 which has raised
£78.75 in books for the library.

Recently, one of our year 7 student's, Grace, read a
book called The Haunting of Aveline Jones.
She enjoyed it so much that she decided to write a
story featuring Aveline Jones. It was such a good
story that we sent it to the author Phil Hickes.

Much to our excitement, he has sent a video
message to our year 7 students and Grace.
https://www.instagram.com/p/CbM3w0FuYPI/
It really is amazing that he has taken the time to
record such a lovely video.
Well done Grace!

News from the Divinity Department

These are poignant words from Pope Francis and as
we approach our last week we would like to thank
our students, parents and carers for all their
continued support.
We have seen thought provoking and inspirational
work this term from our students.
The Importance of Saint Thomas Aquinas for 21st
Century by Kara Year 8
In the twenty-first century, we are on a train towards
more and more knowledge of God – each stop along
the way is another opinion boarding the
carriage. When some theories are ruled out, a
passenger disembarks the train. Saint Thomas
Aquinas spent his life discussing faith and proving the
existence of God. This helps us today as we can use
Thomas’ work to study God ourselves, and learn the
importance of God in not only our own lives, but in
others’ too. He inspires us to live out our faith, and
be ambassadors of it - he motivates the train of
thought and prayer.
Saint Thomas’ diligence to comprehend the Lord
gives us the strength to do the same – it is just a
fathomless, philosophical question without a definite
answer. All of the answers we do have are just
opinions of different people. Saint Thomas’
knowledge of God, through countless research, aids
us in the subject of Divinity, and allows us to open
window after window into Catholicism. Saint Thomas
Aquinas, philosopher and priest, is the key to unlock
the door to a better understanding of God.
“To one who has faith, no explanation is necessary.”
– Thomas Aquinas encourages us to always trust
God, as God is the focal point of life, and is the driver
of the train. He leads us on our track towards His
kingdom and shoulders our cross in difficult times.
Without Thomas’ influence in the belief of God and
the religion of Catholicism, we would have no strong
foundations on which to build our own true faith; he
offers structure and wisdom.

Saint Thomas Aquinas is the Patron Saint of Catholic
schools and students. He guides us in our learning, in
our lives, and in our prayer. If we take a wrong
turning, he changes the point, enabling us to get
back on track. On his feast day, we celebrate the
meaning of Catholicism in our hearts, and the hearts
of our friends, neighbours, and even our foes. Jesus
tells us to always “love thy neighbour” – and no
matter who that neighbour may be, we should
always send our prayers to them. If they have no
faith, we shall open their eyes with the beauty of
God, only through the help of Saint Thomas Aquinas
and his loving heart, always and forever watching
over our daily lives. As we depart our journey at
certain platforms we unleash the adoration of God,
that billows like the steam from the funnel of the
train.
With grateful thanks to Alex our Chaplain, our
students work in Divinity on the Synod, in
collaboration with Chaplaincy Department, was
presented on Sunday 6th March 2022 to the Papal
Nuncio of Great Britain, His Excellency Archbishop
Claudio Gugerotti at Nottingham University. Along
with Bishop Patrick he assured us that our students
work would be looked at by Pope Francis and would
see if a Vatican official would take part in a zoom call
with our students. A photo of this appears on
Nottingham Diocese website :
https://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/news/nunciovisits-nottingham
Our students have reflected on the dream for the
Church for the future, they have created plans for a
Synodal path in school, instrumental music for
liturgies has been produced as well as a BSL song for
the Synod which we would like to take to our feeder
schools as well as design for banners, altar/ lectern
cloths. More recently with the crisis in Ukraine over
100 students and their families have lit candles at
home to pray for an end to this conflict.

School Funding
As you may be aware Government funding for
schools has been significantly cut across the
country. To continue our high level of education
here at Saint Martin’s we have set up a voluntary
school fund to help subject departments buy
essential resources, which are vital in supporting
your child's to learning.
Any contribution is entirely voluntary and
anything from £1 a month upwards would be
gratefully received. We realise that lots of
families are also under financial pressures so any
contribution, however small, is appreciated and
will be used to enhance our curriculum

If you would like to contribute to Saint Martin’s
on a monthly basis, then please arrange a
standing order with your bank using the details
below:
Name of Account:

St Thomas Aquinas Multi
Academy Trust

Name of Bank:

Lloyds Bank

Account Number:

63927868

Sort Code:

30-96-18

Ref:

Childs Name and Year of
birth (eg. Fred Smith 03)

Amount:

What ever you wish to
donate per month.

Car Park Drop Off
Please ensure that when you pull into the
carpark in the mornings that you turn right and
follow the one way system. Recently our staff
have not been able to park in the designated staff
parking area due to Parents and Carers using
these spaces to drop off their children. This being
the case staff are forced to park in the parent
carpark, which in turn affects our parking capacity
during afternoon pick up. Parents parking in the
correct area also prevents students having to walk
across the carpark during busy times.
Thank you, we appreciate your patience and
cooperation with this matter.

Keep up to date!
Visit our school website

www.saint-martins.net
Our home page is updated weekly with school
news and information about events.
Facebook and Twitter feeds:
www.facebook.com/stmartins.stokegolding
@stmartin1963

Netball

Basketball

This term has been extremely busy with
tournaments. We entered all the years into the
South Leicestershire competition and came away
with some very good results. At each tournament
there was at least 9 teams. There was some
excellent play throughout, many of the girls playing
up an age group to help teams out. The Year 11 girls
played their last matches together and were
determined to finish with a win. The girls have
achieved some amazing results over the years. Well
done everyone!

We also had some amazing results with our girls
basketball this year. Earlier in the season all our girls
won their respective CVL Hinckley & Bosworth
tournaments. Our Year 7, 9 & 11’s all reached the
quarter finals in their groups. The Year 7’s lost by
one basket in the last minute of the game narrowly
missing out on the semi-final. They lost to Wreake
who were the eventual Leicestershire Champions.

The results at these tournaments were:
Year 7a – 1st
Year 7b – 2nd
Year 8a – 2nd
Year 8b – 1st
Year 9 – 4th
Year 10 – 4th
Year 11 – 1st
On Monday 24th January we took the Year 8 girls to
the County Netball Finals at Loughborough
University. Up until this final we had beat each team
very easily. The girls went into the match, not
knowing what to expect from the opposition as we
had never played them before. From the very start
of the match the girls dominated Casterton. The girls
kept their cool throughout the match, with some
incredible interceptions. The girls kept possession of
the ball until the final whistle, winning 31-6.
They smashed it and are now Leicestershire
Champions! We are so proud of the girls, having
worked so hard from the beginning of the season.
Well done!

Once again, our Year 8 girls were on fire winning each
round convincingly. On Tuesday 15th March we
travelled to The Morning Side Arena (home of the
Leicester Riders) for the County Finals. We were to
play Gartree High School, a team we had never
played before. The girls started the match well and
after the first two quarters we had not let a basket in,
their defending was amazing. The girls did not stop
working until the final whistle, becoming
Leicestershire Champions. The final score was 38-5.
Once again we are so proud of what you have
achieved.
Congratulations girls! No one deserves this more
than you!

Indoor Athletics

Handball

After a clean sweep before Christmas winning the
Hinckley & Bosworth CVL in the Year 7 & 8 boys and
girls Indoor Athletics we set off on Thursday 24th
March to Loughborough University for the finals.
There were 9 areas competing at this competition.
Everyone competed in either and field or track event,
mostly coming in the top 3 positions. We knew we
had done well. The final results were:

More success for Saint Martin’s at the Handball
tournament hosted by Bosworth Academy. The Y10
Boys team were crowned Hinckley & Bosworth
Champions going through the whole tournament
undefeated. The Y7-9 girls tournament unfortunately
only had two teams attend but our girls were
victorious 6-2 against Redmoor. The Y7-9 boys team,
mostly made up of Y8s came runners up and played
incredible well against bigger boys.

Year 7 Girls – 1st
Year 8 Girls – 1st
Year 7 Boys – 3rd
Year 8 Boys – 3rd
Year 8 Girls won Spirit of the Games award. This is an
award that goes to the team that shows true team
spirit to their own team and others.
Well done everyone! Fantastic result!

Football
The year 11 football team, an amazing journey that
ended too soon.
The journey ended at the Qtr final stage of the
County Cup with a 1-0 defeat against Cedars
Academy who had got to the last 32 of the National
Cup this year. This was a gutsy performance where
nobody came away without leaving everything on the
pitch. A goal from a free kick was the only way they
could break us down.
I can't tell you how proud I am of that bunch.
Dedicated to training, taking on instructions & tactics
and implementing them. Another day we'd have won
that game and who knows where the journey could
have ended. So many players have progressed this
season, I know they're disappointed, but I hope they
look back fondly of the Y11 football days.
Swimming
At the beginning of March we took 16 of our top
swimmers to Pingles Leisure Centre for the Hinckley
& Bosworth Gala. All of our pupils swam extremely
well, many coming in the top 3. Our KS3 pupils came
2nd and our KS4 pupils won. KS4 will now represent
Hinckley & Bosworth on Friday 29th April in
Uppingham. Well done, great results!

Assisting with revision

with

The secret to doing well in exams lies in planning. You can help your child to create a clear

revision plan and method of studying that will make them feel in control of their work.
• Tips for revision planning:
• work out a revision timetable for each subject
• break revision time into small chunks - hour-long sessions with short breaks at the end of each session
often work well
• make sure your child has all the essential books and materials
• condense notes onto postcards to act as revision prompts
• buy new stationery, highlighters and pens to make revision more interesting
• go through school notes with your child or listen while they revise a topic
• time your child's attempts at practice papers

Providing all-round support
It helps if other members of the household are aware that your child may be under pressure and that
allowances should be made for this.
If your child is given study leave in the run-up to exams, try to be at home as much as possible so that you can
share a break and a chat together.
Make sure there are plenty of healthy snacks in the fridge and try to provide good, nutritious food at regular
intervals. Encourage your child to join family meals, even if it's a busy revision day - it's important to have a
change of scene and get away from the books and computer for a while. Also encourage your child to take
regular exercise. A brisk walk around the block can help clear the mind before the next revision session.
Try not to nag or make too many demands on your child during exam time. Arguments are counter-productive
and will only add unnecessary stress and distract from revision.
It's important to get a good night's sleep before an exam, so discourage your child from staying up late to
cram. And make sure he or she eats a good breakfast on the morning of the exam.

Treats and Rewards
Encourage your child to do well for his or her own sake rather than for money or to please you. Explain that
exams aren't an end in themselves but a gateway to the next stage of life - to another Key Stage or to GCSEs,
A levels, university, college or work. Good results are themselves the best reward for hard work and will make
your child proud of his or her achievements.
Make sure your child knows you're interested in their work and that you'll be proud if they do well. Although
bribery isn't advisable, it's fine to provide small treats by way of encouragement - perhaps a piece of cake or
some biscuits after a chunk of revision has been completed. The end of exams can be celebrated with a treat
that everyone can look forward to, such as a meal out or a trip to the cinema.

This information was taken from the BBC website.
For more information visit http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/helping_with_exams/

Uniform

Sanctions

At Saint Martin’s we have the highest expectations
regarding school uniform, behaviour and work ethic
and there will be zero tolerance of any non
compliance. Where there is pride in appearance and
good behaviour, by implication, there is a positive
attitude to learning. If a student chooses not to
adhere to our School Uniform Policy then sanctions
will apply. Which can include afterschool detentions
and inclusions. Our uniform unites all members of
the community and therefore must be adhered to by
all members of the community.
If you have any queries regarding uniform purchases
or choices please contact the school office.
May we remind all parents/carers and students of
the following:
• Shirts must be tucked in at all times and ALL
buttons fully fastened.
• Ties done up properly.
• Skirts must be knee length
• Trousers cannot be skinny fit.
• Blazers are always worn, unless permission is
given to remove it.
• Jewellery of any description may not be worn in
school, including earrings. This rule applies to girls
and boys. Watches may be worn.
• Extremes of hairstyle, including unnatural colours
or shaved sides or shaved eyebrows are not
permitted. The Principal will be the final arbiter of
what counts as 'extreme'.
• Make-up (including thick eye brows) or nail
varnish must not be worn in school. If make-up or
nail varnish is used, students will be asked to
remove it. False, acrylic, or gel nails are not

As a parent / carer of a Saint Martin’s students we
have appreciated your full support in maintaining
exceptional standards of behaviour by ensuring your
child understands and adheres to all of our school
rules and policies. Any sanctions that occur from
poor behaviour, lacking equipment, incorrect
uniform etc. are the sole
responsibility of the students. There is no option to
opt out of after school detentions, whether they be
same night or next day, if this sanction is used. Saint
Martin’s also holds no responsibility for getting
students home if we put them in detention as per
Section 5 of the 1997 Education Act in choosing a
school that uses this form of sanction you are
agreeing to support its use when deemed necessary.

allowed for health and safety reasons.

SHOES
PLAIN BLACK LEATHER, ACADEMY TYPE.
MUST BE POLISHABLE.
We expect all pupils to wear school shoes in
line with our uniform guidelines.
The guidelines on shoes is being strictly
enforced. Please see the examples shown if
you are unsure about acceptable shoe
styles.
If you have any queries about the
Academy Uniform Policy please see the
school website for clarification, or contact
the school office.

Social media use
The majority of our students equally have social
media accounts (despite most having a minimum age
of 13) so we must also advise acceptable use of all
social media platforms. The school offers lots of
advice on E-Safety and we would ask parents/carers
to check your child’s internet use regularly to ensure
that they are not putting themselves at risk.
Cyberbullying has become an issue nationally since
the mergence of Social Media and the school will not
tolerate unpleasant behaviour of any kind towards
our students. Whether in school or not, the school
can and will impart sanctions if a member of our
community is found to be cyberbullying.
Please contact a member of staff if you have any
concerns.
Plain black shoes
that can be
polished.

No trainer style,
canvas, elaborate
decoration, Velcro
or high heels.
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Our Chair of Governors can be contacted via admin@saint-martins.net

