Lenten Term 2019

NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to our Easter newsletter where we
celebrate some of the events and successes of the last
term and look forward to this sacred time of the year.
Lent
As you’ll be aware, Lent and Easter for Christians is
the most sacred time of the Church’s calendar when
we remember that “God loved the world so much that
he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not die but have eternal life” John 3:16. As
Christians we believe that we are not alone in this
world, but that God is with us, in our joys but most
especially in our suffering.
This Friday there will be a number of liturgies taking
place in school with each year group to mark the
events of Holy Week and look forward to Easter.
These liturgies will be led by our pupils and supported
by Lucy our Lay Chaplain.

Charity
As part of Lent, almsgiving is a fundamental aspect,
living our life as Christians in service of others. There
have been numerous charity events this term, from
raising money for Mary’s Meals, CAFOD and Georgie’s
Gift, a meningitis charity to collecting food for our
local food bank.
70 Years
This academic year marks our 70th anniversary as a
school and we are having a number of events to
celebrate the occasion. Last weekend we had our ‘70
Trees for 70 Years’ event, where we had a lovely
morning of planting saplings at Saint Martin’s. We
welcomed over 70 families who came and planted
trees, we came together for bacon and sausages for
brunch in our outdoor café area. You will be able to
see some of the photos from the event in this newsletter.
If you would like to learn more about our interesting
history, a school founded by Dominican Sisters from
King William’s Town in South Africa, you can find out
more on our website www.saint-martins.net/history.

Exam season
Next term our Year 11’s begin their GCSE exams,
pupils have been working very hard over the last few
months and years, so we wish them every success.
Can I thank the teachers who will be giving up part of
their Easter Holidays to put on extra revision classes.
Pupils wanting to find useful ways to revise might find
this website helpful www.senecalearning.com.
Most GCSEs are covered and it provides an effective
interactive way to revise. There is also a paid
subscription which is also very useful.
Can I thank my staff who have worked so hard over
this term teaching and supporting pupils and well as
our pupils themselves who are so polite and
wonderfully behaved. We have a constant flow of
visitors to Saint Martin’s, and the comment they all
make is how lovely our students are. One of our aims
at Saint Martin’s is not just to produced well educated
pupils, but to create wonderfully polite and charming
young people who will leave here with the confidence
and social skills to be successful in later life.
Can I also draw your attention to the uniform
expectations at the back of the newsletter. All pupils
are expected to wear the full school uniform
appropriately. Sanctions will be given to pupils who do
not adhere to our high standards.
Please enjoy reading through this newsletter with all
our sporting successes and other exciting events that
have taken place this term. Wishing all our families a
Holy, happy and safe holiday.

C Wright
Principal

This year Saint Martin’s is celebrating 70 years of
Catholic Education, in order to commemorate this
we wanted to organise an event that would inspire
those in the local area, and remind them of our
commitment to the community. Our aim was to
plant 70 new trees to represent every year Saint
Martin's has been here in Stoke Golding (We'll have
planted 140+ by the end of the year). The company
Carbon Footprint, a business specialising in carbon
management solutions, very kindly provided us
with saplings of different varieties, including Oak,
Crab Apple, Hornbeam and Bird Cherry, these were
then all sponsored by Saint martin’s families and
friends. We had almost 70 families join us on they

day, which included planting their saplings and
joining us for breakfast and a hot drink. We would
like to thank everyone in the community that
supported this event, and those that joined us on
Saturday 6th April to plant the saplings. We will
invite you all back next year to see how your trees
are growing. We look forward to seeing you then!

Supporting the work of Mary’s
Meals at Saint Martin’s

We welcomed Sue Nightingale who delivered a
powerful assembly to the whole school on the importance of charities like Mary’s Meals, our Lenten
charity this year. We raised £500 which was then
doubled by the government through' Double the
Love'. Well done to everyone who made this
possible, the challenge is on to beat it in 2020.

We all know that lent is a time of contemplation
and sacrifice. Therefore, shrove Tuesday is the
perfect time to have one last blow-out before the
40 days of Lent begin. At St Martin’s, both staff and
students seized this opportunity and celebrated
shrove Tuesday in style whilst also raising money
for Mary’s Meals. At lunch time, pancakes were
sold to students. Students know the importance of
Lent and that it is a solemn time and therefore
made the most of the celebration of the day before
Lent began. Students said “The pancakes were
great and everyone felt really happy. It was a good
way to celebrate before lent starts.” A total of
£138.00 was raised.

Reconciliation Week
During Lent every class in year 7, 8 and 9 had the opportunity to participate in a reconciliation service. These services consisted of twelve prayer stations focusing on our burdens, God’s family tree,
our faith journey, worry ties up in knots and how we can be faith-filled. It was great to see each student enter into the services fully and gain so much from them and God’s presence was certainly felt
amongst us.

Official results are back from Read for Good. This
year, the year 7 and year 8 Readathon has raised an
amazing total of £1,817.89! This has surpassed last
year’s total by £520.44. Mr Carton has promised to
do a forfeit! Winners of the most read and most
variety read will be announced in a special assembly.
Look for pictures in the next newsletter.

We were greatly encouraged by your generosity in
donating good quality children’s books to send to
underprivileged children in South Africa. Over 40
boxes of books were collected for the
Fundanami Trust. Well done Saint Martins Family!

We started our World Book Day celebrations early
this year so as not to conflict with Lent. Our theme
was ‘Reading is Adventure’ and we had various
organised activities based on the JRR Tolkien books.
Everyone who dressed as a book character on
Thursday, 28 February and came to the library for a
picture was given a brand new book to take home!
There was a Character Quest throughout the week
where students had to solve puzzles that led to a
location where a Tolkien character was hidden. One
lunchtime was dedicated to Middle Earth Challenges
where students had a go at everything from
translating runes to learning to tie a quick release
knot. We also had special assemblies and a chance to
enter this year’s national book token competition.
Free raffle tickets were given out whenever a
student participated in a book related World Book
Day activity. On Thursday, 7 March, we gave out over
20
prizes
including
books,
DVDs,
3-D
bookmarks, and bags of chocolate treasure. Well
done to everyone who joined in and was inspired to
read more and do more!

On 27th and 28th March, 21 students staged the
continental premiere of Are There? A tale of
magic, mystery, betrayal and... fairies! The Main Hall
was transformed into a stunning fairyland (with the
help of some artful pixies) and the Dining Hall was
also beautifully converted into a woodland haven of
refreshments (thanks to Mrs Orton and her team!)
Ethan Tailor, once again ran the lighting and sound
for the entirety of rehearsals and the performances
and it has never sounded or looked better!
Mr Clay and Mr King would like to thank all those
who helped in every way (big and small)
towards staging this production - especially the
fantastic, enthusiastic and talented cast!

Year 11
Students have been busy preparing for their Final
Practical exams this term and have been using a
range of different commodities and skills in the
process. We have been filleting fish, deep frying
octopus and portioning chicken to name but a few
skills shown!
Key Stage three students have been making mainly
savoury main meals, to feed themselves and their
families: including chicken casserole, chilli, spaghetti
Bolognese and their chosen 'sweet treat' recipe of
Rocky Road! They have made massive progress to be
able to complete these independently in a
narrow time frame.

Hospitality
and
Catering
Students
have been
focusing on
the catering
industry and
looking at
'The Kitchen
Brigade' and
Hotel
structures
as part of
Unit 1.

CMAT Launch Mass
On Monday 28th January 2019, the feast day
of our CMAT patron Saint Thomas Aquinas,
representatives from St Martin’s and the other
schools in our CMAT came together for the
Launch Event. It included hearing from our
CEO, Neil Lockyer, the NDCYS team and the
chaplains from across the trust. The highlight
was celebrating Mass with Bishop Patrick in
the afternoon.

On Wednesday 6th March
students from years 7-11 at
St Martin’s all attended a very
important liturgy marking the
beginning of the Lenten
season. It was a reflective and
powerful service and the
sense of community was
strong, as all came together to worship and
remember the importance of lent. After the liturgy,
students proudly continued to wear their ash
crosses as an outward sign to the world of their
faith in Christ who died to forgive their sins. The
student’s willingness to participate in the liturgy
was evident with students taking responsibility for
reading, singing in the choir, and distributing the
ashes.

Joint Parish Mass
On Sunday 27th January, we joined together with our
feeder primary Schools, Saint Peter's in Hinckley and
Saint Peter's in Earl Shilton. Pupils prepared some
lovely elements to the liturgy from the music to
readings and presenting items which represented
each school and laying them on the focus table in
front of the altar.

Tricia Henderson, from CAFOD, visited our school to
deliver an assembly about the work of CAFOD and to
thank lower school for raising money during Advent for
CAFOD world gifts. We raised £300, well done to
everyone who donated money.

Team Maths Challenge Regional Finalists
This year for the first time, Saint Martins' students
took part in the UKMT Team Maths Challenge. On
Tuesday 5th March, Charles Bullock, Sophie
Edginton, Pharis Egginton and Jenny Lin went to
Rugby High School to participate in the Regional
Final. This consisted of tricky Maths Puzzles including
a Cross Number, Relay and exciting Shuttle round.
There were over twenty other schools who made it
to the Final, so congratulations to the team on
coming seventh on the day, a great team effort.
Intermediate Maths Challenge Success
There was success for Saint Martins students in the
Intermediate Maths Challenge as well this year.
Students from Years 9 and 10 took part in this
paper, made up of intriguing multiple choice
questions. Overall, students received 9 Gold
Certificates, 18 Silver Certificates and 12 Bronze
Certificates. That is a total of 39 certificates from 61
entries. Congratulations to all. In addition, a record
9 students got through to various parts of the next
round:

Hamilton Olympiad (Y10 only) : George Wright
Cayley Olympiad (Y9 only) : Pharis Egginton and
Vincent Gosling
Pink Kangaroo (Y10 only) : Mia Forbes, Mark Marritt,
Toby Ward
Grey Kangaroo (Y9 only) : Jenny Lin, Charles Bullock
and Anna Marvin
Also, congratulations to Pharis Egginton and George
Wright, who were best in their respective years
Best in school was Pharis Egginton.
This is the best set of Maths Challenge Results we've
ever had at Saint Martin's, so well done to all.

Staff and students from
Saint Martin’s swapped
their comfy bedrooms
to sleep rough for the
night to raise money
for Lawrence House
charity
that
helps
homeless
young
people.
We started our evening
with an opening liturgy led by the children. The
pupils had an opportunity to reflect on the Good
Samaritan scripture reading and how they can show
kindness and compassion to others. Louise, the
manager from Lawrence house joined us and
delivered a short talk on the history of Lawrence
house and how they support young people.
The 35 youngsters and 8 staff put themselves in the
shoes of the homeless, with just coats, sleeping bags
and cardboard boxes to brave the elements
overnight, away from modern creature comforts.
We all slept outside in the courtyard area of the
school.
The event on Friday 8th March 2019 aimed to raise
awareness of youth homelessness and the pupils
worked incredibly hard to raise lots of money. We
raised a grand total of £3400.00
It was a brilliant experience to be a part of, watching
our young people show such compassion and love
for people that they may never meet and having the
opportunity to make such a great impact to the work
of Lawrence House. The Late Sister Louis Bertrand
OP, the first Principal of St. Martin’s Academy, laid
the foundation stone of Lawrence House on 29th
April 1992, and what a privilege for our students to
be aware of the continuous and ongoing work in
Lawrence House.
“This incredible experience has made me think
deeper about what homeless people have to go
through.” Libby Kirk, Year 7

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The link between good attendance and high levels of
attainment are well established. As you know,
Mrs Wheatcroft and Miss Sanders continually
monitor, support and guide pupils and families in
maintaining excellent levels of attendance.
Currently, our whole school attendance score is
95.76%, just short of our 96% target.
Well done to all those pupils who have a personal
score of 96% and above. 2 Achievements points for
every week you stay over 96%.
Here are the leader boards
period August '18 March '19.
Year 7

97.10%

Year 8

96.60%

Year 9

96.20%

for

monitoring

Year 10 94.76%
Year 11 93.30 %
Year 10 and Year 11 - remember that your next phase
of education, a college or 6th Form, will require your
attendance data from us. It is not too late to make
improvements. Speak to your Head of Year for more
information.
Parents, please can we remind you that we are able
make reasonable adjustments to help your child
attend school even on the days they are feeling under
the weather.
If your child is feeling unwell in the morning but then
shows an improvement as the day goes on, do send
them in for the afternoon session so that we can help
them catch up on missed work.
If your child is too ill to attend school, parents
must leave a message on the School Absence Line
before 9am.
For all oversubscribed trips and visits that we run,
levels of attendance will be taken into account when
allocating places to the children.
If you wish to talk to us about how we can help and
support your child further, please contact your child's
Head of Year, or Miss Sanders.

29th April 2019

School Opens for Trinity Term

29th April

Year 9 Mock Exams start

2nd May

Year 8 Girls HPV Vaccinations

6th May

Bank Holiday—School Closed

10th May

Barton Hall Netball Weekend

13th May

Play Gwynant Residential

14th May

GCSE Exams Begin

Half Term Monday 27th May-Friday 31st May

21st June

Year 11 Prom

24th June

INSET Day (School closed to students)

3rd—5th July

Year 6 Induction Days

8th July

Year 10 WOW week begins

12th July

School Closes for Summer (12.30pm)

School Opens Thursday August 29th 2019 (Years 7 only)
and Friday August 30th for all other years.

School Detentions
As parents, I’m sure you will agree, we have really high
standards of behaviour which can be seen in the
exceptional charm, good manners and behaviour of
our pupils. Good behaviour is the basic foundation of
effective learning in lessons. When students
occasionally do not meet our high expectations, then
after-school detentions will be given. Please note that
detentions are not optional. Schools have a legal right
to set detentions out of school hours and parents do
not have the right to withdraw their child. This
includes same night detentions.
We will try to accommodate parents who have
specific logistical problems. However, the detention
will have to be served nonetheless.
Similarly our mobile phone policy clearly asks students
to have phones turned off during the school day and
in their lockers otherwise they may be confiscated for
up to 24 hours.

EXPECTATIONS
All pupils, without exception, are expected to be
polite and well mannered. This includes being
friendly, kind, smiling, saying 'good morning',
opening doors and generally making a conscious
effort to get on with others.
In the same way, poor behaviour is never
tolerated and there will always be consequences
for this, for example a same night detention or
appropriate sanction. Although, as you would
expect at Saint Martin's, this is rare.

Planned Giving Initiative

On Thursday 28th February, around 40 year 8’s
went on the History & Geography trip to London.
The journey was amusing and a chance for us to
converse. When we arrived, we were given an
opportunity to choose our own groups with our
friends. We were then led to the Natural History
Museum, and were trusted to explore in our
groups. When we came back to our meeting point
after about 2 and a half hours, we travelled to
Covent Garden where we looked around the shops
until the time came for us to go to the theatre to
watch the play ‘ Six’ about Henry VIII’s wives. We
got a ticket with our seat number, when the play
began we were engaged in it from the point it
started, until the final song. It was
phenomenal. Overall, the trip was amazing and I
would definitely recommend it to future year
groups.
Dil & Amelia (Year 8 students)






To continue our high level of education here at
Saint Martin’s we have set up a voluntary school
fund to help subject departments buy essential
resources, which are vital in supporting your
child's to learning.
Any contribution is entirely voluntary and
anything from £1 a month upwards would be
gratefully received. We realise that lots of
families are also under financial pressures so any
contribution, however small, is appreciated and
will be used to enhance our curriculum
If you would like to contribute to Saint Martin’s
on a monthly basis, then please arrange a
standing order with your bank using the details
below:
Name of Account:
St Thomas Aquinas Multi
Academy Trust
Name of Bank:
Lloyds Bank
Account Number:
63927868
Sort Code:
30-96-18
Ref:
Childs Name and Year of
birth (eg. Fred Smith 03)
Amount:
What ever you wish to
donate per month.

Plas Gwynant Outdoor residential trip, Snowdonia.
(13th– 17th May 2019)

Barton Hall Netball weekend, Torquay.
Year 7-10 (10th -12th May 2019)
Ski Italy 2020.
Year 8 (11th—18th January 2020)

Congratulations to those students that have been awarded a place on the Ski Italy 2020
trip.
£125 will be required by Tuesday 29th April 2019
£175 by Friday 14th June 2019
The final balance of £620 will be required by Tuesday 5th November 2019
Please note that if all of the required payments are not received in full by the deadlines
given, your child may be removed from the trip. Money should be paid by Parent Mail.
For more information about these trips please see the school website
or contact Mr Murphy or Mrs Murphy via the school office.

We are appealing for donations, sponsorship and
support from any parents, family members, local
businesses or community members that are
willing to Support Our School!
The way that schools are funded means that we
get money based on the number of students we had
in the previous year. As we are an expanding school,
this means that each year we have at least 50
students that are not accounted for, meaning that
these students receive no funding at all. This equates
to over £100,000 shortfall each year. Our
departments budgets therefore don’t stretch as far
as is ideally needed. We are in desperate need of
equipment for all our subject departments but
curriculum text books are a priority. Ideally each
students in the class would have a text book to work
from, unfortunately we are in a situation at the
moments where most students are having to share,
this can distract students, impede learning and put a
strain on teachers.
We are proud to say that most of our
classrooms now have visualisers, this is a device that
connects to the projector and/or computer. It allows
a teacher to display objects, documents or pictures
on the connected screen, these have so far been
supplied through school fundraising projects. We are
still in need of a few more as these pieces of
equipment have proved to be invaluable in all
subjects.
Our Physical Education department is severely
lacking in athletic equipment and uniforms.
As I’m sure you are aware we are still applying for
funding for a sports hall to be built on the school
grounds, with the Main Hall being used for exams, all
PE lessons must currently take place outside, rain or
shine, so a team set of waterproof jackets would
come in handy, these could also keep reserve team
members warm and dry waiting for their turn on the
pitch during our many competitions and
tournaments that our school teams take part in.

Our Science department are also currently
struggling to provide enough equipment for practical
experiments, often the equipment needed is
delicate and can easily be broken, so needs to be
replaced often.
Despite all of these setbacks, in the past three
years we have achieved some of the highest GCSE
results in the county. These results are due to the
hard work of our students and dedication of our staff.
Can you image what our school could achieve with
your support?
If your business is interested in sponsoring us, or
supporting the school in any way, please get in
touch. In return, you will receive free advertising on
our website and our facebook page as well as an
article in our termly newsletter. We have a drop box
in our foyer where you can leave your business card
with your contact details so that one of our office
staff can get in touch.
If you have any questions about Supporting Our
School or you have any suggestions how you could
help in other ways please get in touch, we would
really like to hear from you.
You can also find details of our Planned Giving
Initiative on page 9 of this newsletter.

Contact us!
Visit our school website

www.saint-martins.net
Facebook and Twitter feeds:
www.facebook.com/
stmartins.stokegolding
@stmartin1963

with
Assisting with revision
The secret to doing well in exams lies in planning. You can help your child to create a clear
revision plan and method of studying that will make them feel in control of their work.
 Tips for revision planning:
 work out a revision timetable for each subject
 break revision time into small chunks - hour-long sessions with short breaks at the end of each session
often work well
 make sure your child has all the essential books and materials
 condense notes onto postcards to act as revision prompts
 buy new stationery, highlighters and pens to make revision more interesting
 go through school notes with your child or listen while they revise a topic
 time your child's attempts at practice papers

Providing all-round support
It helps if other members of the household are aware that your child may be under pressure and that
allowances should be made for this.
If your child is given study leave in the run-up to exams, try to be at home as much as possible so that you can
share a break and a chat together.
Make sure there are plenty of healthy snacks in the fridge and try to provide good, nutritious food at regular
intervals. Encourage your child to join family meals, even if it's a busy revision day - it's important to have a
change of scene and get away from the books and computer for a while. Also encourage your child to take
regular exercise. A brisk walk around the block can help clear the mind before the next revision session.
Try not to nag or make too many demands on your child during exam time. Arguments are counter-productive
and will only add unnecessary stress and distract from revision.
It's important to get a good night's sleep before an exam, so discourage your child from staying up late to
cram. And make sure he or she eats a good breakfast on the morning of the exam.

Treats and Rewards
Encourage your child to do well for his or her own sake rather than for money or to please you. Explain that
exams aren't an end in themselves but a gateway to the next stage of life - to another Key Stage or to GCSEs,
A levels, university, college or work. Good results are themselves the best reward for hard work and will make
your child proud of his or her achievements.
Make sure your child knows you're interested in their work and that you'll be proud if they do well. Although
bribery isn't advisable, it's fine to provide small treats by way of encouragement - perhaps a piece of cake or
some biscuits after a chunk of revision has been completed. The end of exams can be celebrated with a treat
that everyone can look forward to, such as a meal out or a trip to the cinema.

This information was taken from the BBC website.
For more information visit http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/helping_with_exams/

DE MONTFORT UNIVERSITY (YEAR 10)
6th February 2019
Year 10 students spent a day at De Montfort
University discovering more about the life of a student
at university including a tour of the available
accommodation. The event focused on raising
awareness and aspirations of students encouraging
higher education to be considered.
The students were involved in various sessions which
highlighted the academic side of university. Firstly,
attending a short lecture regarding ‘Fake News’,
followed by a seminar enabling students to
understand the contrast between a lecture and
seminar. They went on to a library trail experiencing
the massive size of the facility. Students were all
supplied with a £5 food voucher to spend in the
student food halls, this is always very popular. In the
afternoon, they participated in group work trying to
create a winning new university society and there
were some interesting ideas! Feedback revealed that
72% of the thirty students said the event influenced
their thoughts about studying at university in the
future.
WORLD OF WORK WOW DAYS – YEAR 10
8th – 10TH July 2019
The ‘World of Work WOW’ days offers all Year 10
students an opportunity to find out about the World
of Work. Information will be provided about different
careers and pathways, the qualifications required for
entry, as well as opportunities for progression and
potential salaries. As such, this is a real opportunity
for them to develop work related skills.
Aims of the programme:
To provide simulated World of Work experiences for
students;
To enable students to meet and engage with
employers;
To enhance and develop the work-related skills of
students including: Problem solving, communication and Literacy,
researching, working with others/teamworking, CV
writing and presenting.
Self-arrangement work experience will be an
alternative option for Year 10 students and a separate
letter and forms can be obtained from Mrs Lowry and
will need to be returned by Thursday, 23rd May at the
very latest. If possible, we would prefer students to
complete their work experience during the school
holidays to ensure that they can participate in the

‘World of Work’ Activities, although we understand
this will not always be possible especially if they wish
to visit a school.
CAREERS EVENT - 11th March 2019
Our sixth Careers Event was an opportunity for Year
8-Year 11s to find out information about possible
future careers and education. There were over 30
representatives from schools, colleges, universities,
apprenticeships and professionals ready to answer
any questions. A post-16 provider commented they
were ‘really busy all evening and had lots of valuable
conversations with enthusiastic students and parents’.
Another said they ‘both talked out with dry mouths by
the end of the night! The students and parents were
really engaged with lots of great questions being
asked, it was truly lovely to see’. A Higher Education
provider said ‘I found it really valuable and lots of your
students were engaged and excited about the option
of Higher Education’. Feedback received on the
evening was unanimously positive. Saint Martin’s are
so grateful for the participants giving up their time.
This makes a big difference to our students and their
important decision making.
NATIONAL CITIZEN SERVICE
Saint Martin’s was again awarded the prestigious
award for ‘Champion School’ from the National Citizen
Trust (NCS). This status is awarded to Schools and
Colleges nationally and to those institutions who have
excelled in promoting the NCS programme, going
above and beyond to support young people to benefit
from participation in NCS.
Each year students undertake the programme which
includes exhilarating challenges, residential allowing
them to gain the skills they need to boost their CV and
excel in the real working world. They gain good
employability skills and develop effectively their
personal and social skills through volunteering in the
NCS programme.
If you’re a Year 11 student, this is your chance to
embark on exhilarating challenges, make your mark
and build skills for work and life. Thanks to
government backing, the most you'll ever pay for this
unbeatable experience is £50 but this cost could be
less or even free depending on your circumstances.
For further information, please contact Sammi
Woodward on sammi@we-activate.co.uk

Basketball
After Year 7 & 8 girls became Hinckley & Bosworth
Champions they then went onto the next round.
Year 8 girls progressed to the last 16 being beat by
Belvoir High by one basket! All girls played
amazing, player of the match was Emily Williams.
Year 7 girls went one step better beating
Countesthorpe CC in the last 16. They then played
Rawlins in the quarter finals. This game was
extremely close and tense throughout! The girls
were unbelievable and despite being the better
team lost by one basket in the last few seconds of
the game. Amazing play by all of the girls. Players
of the match were Evie Norton and Kasey
Wrigglesworth.

Swimming
In February we took 8 KS3 and 8 KS4 pupils to
Braunstone Leisure Centre for the Hinckley &
Bosworth School swimming gala.
9 schools
competed. Saint Martin’s pupils performed above
and beyond winning nearly all of the races. Once
again we were crowned champions for KS3 and KS4.
KS3 then went into the Leicestershire finals and
once again out shone everyone and are now
Leicestershire Champions. Excellent swimming by
all in particular Macy Norton, Will Curtis, Aimee
O’Reilly and Lewis Cotterill.
Netball
This year we entered the South Leicestershire
Schools Netball Tournaments at Leicester Grammar.
After some really good practices and commitment
from Year 7, 8 & 9 girls they went to the
tournaments feeling very confident.
The first tournament was the Year 7’s. We entered
an A and B team in the Cup and Plate. 9 schools
took part in each group. The B team won all 8
matches winning the plate and the A team finished
4th in the cup just missing out on 3rd place! An
amazing result for their first tournament.
Next was the Year 8’s. Both A & B teams played
“out of their skins” not losing any matches, to
become winners of the cup and the plate. What an
achievement! Well done Year 8’s. Thank you to
Kasey Wrigglesworth and Gracie Tomkins for
helping out at the last minute.
Then came the Year 9’s turn. After playing some

very fast, tough games the girls finished 4th in the
cup out of 10 schools. A brilliant achievement and
a big thank you to Amelia Hughes and Emily
Williams for standing in at the last minute.
The girls next matches will be at Barton Hall in May.
Keep training hard and good luck!

Handball
The year 7/8 boys team won the Hinckley and
Bosworth tournament and progressed to the
Leicestershire Championships. The team was
extremely unlucky in the group stages with all
teams finishing on the same points meaning goal
difference came into account resulting in the boys
going out in the group stages.
The year 9/10 boys team competed in the H&B
tournament but didn’t progress finishing 3rd place.
Both of our U13 and U15 girls Handball teams
became Hinckley & Bosworth Champions earlier
this year, and as such reached the County School
Games finals. This year they were held at Crown
Hill, Leicester. Both of our teams played extremely
well in the preliminary matches and reached the
semi finals, which they both won comfortably to
secure places in the gold medal final matches. Both
teams had to face formidable opponents in the
form of Belvoir High. Unfortunately, despite the
whole team battling hard, both of our teams had to
settle with a silver medal on this occasion. A
brilliant achievement non the less. The organiser
couldn’t believe how we had even got that far
without being able to play in a sports hall!! A
special mention has to go to Cassy del Busso, who
was in goal for the U15 team. Despite breaking her
finger in the first game, she was determined to
carry on and make some fantastic saves. Well done
to all of you!

Rugby
The Year 7 & 8 rugby team had an impressive win
over Redmoor. The mixed team gave players from
both age groups a chance to shine and they
certainly played to their full potential. The lads put
together an impressive performance running out
9-5 winners over a strong Redmoor team. The lads
are moving from strength the strength with 7's
tournaments coming up later in the month. Lets
hope their great form continues.

Indoor Athletics
Well where do we start!!
In February we took Year 7 & 8 boys and girls to the
Hinckley & Bosworth Indoor Athletics competition at
Braunstone Leisure Centre. There was some
extremely good local competition and we came away
as Champions in the Year 7 boys and girls and the
Year 8 boys. Year 8 girls came a very close 3rd.
Excellent result.
We then went on to represent our area in
Uppingham in April. The competition was very
strong from all over Leicestershire. However, after
some amazing runs and field events we once again
were crowned champions in Leicestershire for Year 7
boys and girls. The year 8 boys came 2nd losing by
only 5 points. All the 3 teams performed above and
beyond. Well done!

School PE Kit
Please remember that it is very important to have all
your PE kit for lessons. This year we introduced
initials on kit and it has been extremely helpful to the
PE department and pupils. It has been a lot easier to
return kit to its rightful owner when lost. Initials can
still be put on kit, must be done by either Swifts or
Hole in the Wall.

NEW SPORTS KIT

The PE department would like to say a big thank you
to all the parents who let their children stay for
practices and fixtures.
We understand that
sometimes it is very difficult to do pick-ups from
school but we really appreciate the effort, help and
understanding of those parents who constantly go
out of their way.

The PE Department
would like to say a
massive thank you to
Mr and Mrs Trotman
who very kindly
sponsored the girls
rugby team and
bought them a brand
new kit.
We are now looking for more parents/companies to
sponsor or donate money towards new kit. The PE
department is severely lacking in kit for football,
netball and basketball. You will see we that we have
had some fantastic achievements this term and it is a
shame that we do not perform in the correct kit.
If a parent or company would be willing to donate
any amount at all could you please contact the PE
department by email admin@saint-martins.net.
Thank you.

Uniform Policy
When wearing the Saint Martin’s uniform students are
representing the Academy and therefore are expected to
wear it smartly. Saint Martin’s is very proud of its uniform
and expects students to wear their uniform correctly at all
times.
All pupils are expected to adhere to the uniform rules and
we expect all parents who choose to send their children
to Saint Martin's to do like-wise.
Our uniform policy demands professionalism and ensures
safety which also ensures that students are fully focused
on learning as opposed to fashion when in the Academy.
The Academy is a place of work and they are expected to
take pride in their appearance. The Academy uniform
provides students with many positive advantages,
because uniform:
Diminishes the social exclusion of students based on
what they are wearing
Places stronger focus on academic performance
 Reduces family tension as students do not have to
compete with their peers for the latest trends in
clothes
Creates an atmosphere of teamwork
Encourages pride in personal appearance and of the
Academy
Promotes safety, particularly through making it
easier to identify strangers
Increases self-esteem and reduces peer pressure
Most cost effective to parents in the long run
Makes them ambassadors for the Academy in the
local community.

Boys
Trousers - Black, academy type, loose fitting.
Shirt - White with collar
Socks - Black (not sport/trainer socks)

Girls
Blouse - White with collar
Tights – Black (no socks)
Skirt - Black full
pleated skirt - knee
length. Please allow
for growth during
the academic year.
SKIRTS MUST BE NO
HIGHER THAN JUST
ABOVE THE KNEE
Trousers - Plain
black
trousers,
non-lycra, straight
legged, loose-fitting
to be worn with
black socks

Boys & Girls
Academy Blazer
Tie - Academy colours
Jumper - Black V-neck jumper
Blouses and shirts must be tucked in at all times. Ties
done up properly. Blazers worn always unless
permission is given to remove. Jumpers are optional
especially in hot weather.
Shoes - PLAIN BLACK LEATHER, ACADEMY TYPE, patent
leather shoes are also acceptable. MUST BE POLISHABLE.
Black Trainer style shoes are not permitted at all.

Uniform Policy cont.
Jewellery - of any description may not be worn in school,
including earrings and other piercings. Stretchers should
not be worn even in holiday time as the holes they
produce will be an obvious health and safety issue when
in school. Watches may be worn.
Hair styles - Extremes/unconventional hairstyles including
unnatural colours and extreme differences between
lengths are not permitted, no tram marks and nothing less
than a No 2 haircut is permissible. The Principal will be
the final arbiter of what counts as 'extreme'.
Make up – No make-up, tinting of eye brows and eye
lashes is not allowed. False nails or nail varnish should not
be worn, students will be asked to remove them.
Saint Martin’s values and recognises the diversity of
cultures, religions and disabilities of its students and will
take a sensitive approach when this affects dress
requirements.
We are committed to encouraging a good quality second
hand market for uniform.

If you have any queries about the Academy Uniform
Policy please see the school website for clarification,
or contact the school office.

Sanctions
All students are expected to appropriately wear the full
Academy uniform from the moment they leave their
home in the morning until they arrive home in the
afternoon. Students are representing the Academy at all
times and should be proud to be part of the Academy
community. Any student bringing the Academy into
disrepute by not adhering to the uniform policy will
receive sanctions:
 If students are not in full uniform they will not be
able to attend lessons. They will work in the inclusion
unit until the correct uniform is brought to them, or,
they will be sent home to change.
 Students wearing incorrect footwear will either be
sent home, or work in the inclusion unit until the
correct shoes are brought to them.
 Students wearing make-up will be expected to
remove it - any student not complying with this
request will be sent home.
 Students wearing nail varnish will be expected to
remove it – any student not complying with this
request will be sent home.
 Any student who repeatedly offends against the
uniform policy for the same action, e.g. the top shirt
button is undone, will usually on the second occasion
receive a detention.
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