
 

 

Dear Parent and Carers, 
 I hope you enjoy looking through our Christmas    
Newsletter as we share all the many events and           
occasions that have taken place this term. As you may 
well know, we are celebrating our 70th year as a 
school on this site in Stoke Golding and as such, I am 
delighted to say, we continue the traditions we have 
long practiced exemplified in our lovely students who 
not only work exceptionally hard, but are the most 
charming and well-mannered pupils I have ever come 
across.  
Christmas Liturgies 

 This term, as we have been preparing for                 
Christmas, Lucy our new Lay Chaplain has been                 
leading special advent liturgies in our beautiful new 
chapel with classes in lower school. They have been 
reflecting on the importance of this time of year for 
Christians and the virtues like love, joy and peace. We 
will also be having Christmas liturgies during the last 
week of term to help us focus on the meaning of 
Christmas.  
Christmas Fayre and other events this term 

 Following on the Christmas theme, we had                
another very successful Christmas Fayre, organised so 
superbly by my PA Mrs Trotman, Mrs Turvey who is an                     
extraordinary event planner and Mr Carton our              
Vice-Principal.  The event raised nearly £4,000 which 
will go towards supporting the education of our               
pupils. Many thanks to all the families, friends,                
teachers and pupils who supported the event.  
 Our wonderful choir performed at the annual               
Menphys Christmas Charity Concert on Friday 7th             
December. The choir, led by Mr Clay, was the most 
brilliant performance, although I confess complete 
bias!  
 Earlier in the term we also had our Annual Prize 
Giving Ceremony with an (almost) live feed from New 
York with our special guest, Zach Morris, an  actor and 
performer and former students of saint Martin’s, who 
was performing on Broadway. As well as many past 
Head Teachers and staff, we welcomed Viv Abrams, a 
former Deputy Head Teacher who recalled his time at 
Saint Martin’s from the early 60’s onwards.  
 

Department for Education Curriculum  Pilot 

 Earlier in the year, the Department of Education 
offered a grant to schools to help other schools                  
develop a traditional, knowledge-rich Science                    
Curriculum. Despite competing with some very large 
multi-academy Trusts, we were selected to run a               
Science Curriculum Project. Mrs Lynch-Kelly is being 
seconded for two terms to run the project along with 
some support from the science department who               
developed the programme. I would like to                            
congratulate the science department on this                  
achievement and wish Mrs Lynch-Kelly success as 
she’ll be out of school a lot working with 11                    
academies from Derbyshire, Leicestershire,                         
Warwickshire and Birmingham.  
 
 Please enjoy reading through this newsletter 
and catching up on the things that have been                     
happening at Saint Martin’s. Can I thank our families 
for their support and wish everyone a holy and happy                   
Christmas holiday. 

Wishing all our families a peaceful, blessed and 
restful Christmas.  

      C Wright 
      Principal 
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Staffing Changes 
Mrs Thompson has been appointed as acting 
Deputy Head Teacher in charge of teaching 
and learning whist Mrs Lynch-Kelly is on           
secondment until next September. 

Christmas Eve 

Monday 24th December 
Family Mass 

Saint Peter’s, Earl Shilton—6.00pm 

 

Family Mass 

Saint Peter’s, Hinckley—7.00pm 

 

Midnight Mass 

Saint Peter’s, Hinckley—11.30pm 
 

Christmas Day 

Tuesday 25th December 
Saint Peter’s, Hinckley 

8.00am 

 

Saint Peter’s, Market Bosworth 

9.30am 

 

Saint Peter’s, Hinckley 

10.00am 

School Calendar and 
Weekly Parental Bulletin 

The first port of call for information is the 
school  website www.saint-martins.net.  
The main events, like parents evenings, are 
published on the school calendar which can 
be found on the website under ‘Parents’.  
We also publish a weekly  Parental Bulletin,   
also under the Parents section of the                   
website, which outlines the main events                        
happening that week. 
Please also see the ‘Dates for your Diary’ 
section of this newsletter. 

http://www.saint-martins.net


 

 

Thank you 

Car Parking 
To all parents who pick up their children, thank 
you for your patience and politeness. Being 
such a rural school, many parents need to pick 
up their sons or daughters by car. The logistics 
of getting so many cars on and off site within 20 
minutes or so is a challenge. Although we have 
significantly expanded the parking facilities over 
the last 3 years, we are still tight on space. This 
only works through the patience and politeness 
of drivers, so your co-operation is greatly                   
appreciated. For parents who park in the                  
surrounding roads, can we ask you to please be  
courteous to our neighbours on Convent Drive 
and the other side roads, and be aware that               
local residents will need constant access to their 
homes. 

 

Briars Catholic Retreat Trip 
2018 

From Monday 5th – Wednesday 7th November 2018, 
students from year 7 attended the annual trip to the 
Briars Retreat Centre in Crich, Derbyshire, for a 
three-day retreat of prayer, reflection, and                    
activities.  
The theme of the year 7 retreat was ‘Truth Beauty 
and Goodness’. The children participated in group 
activities that enhanced their personal growth and 
brought them together as a year group and closer 
with each other. 
 Each morning was opened with Morning Prayer, 
and every evening was finished with a relaxing and                
serene Night Prayer to reflect on the day. On day 
two we delved deeper into the theme of the retreat, 
as well as going for a walk and celebrating mass                  
together.   
The Briars Team treated us to a very energetic disco 
with much dancing and laughter from everyone,                 
including the staff!  
Livie in 7F said, ‘The Briars allowed me to pray and 
connect with God’ 
 A fun time was had by all and we look forward to 
taking next year’s group in 2019! 

Achievement and Behaviour 
Points 

At Saint Martin’s, visitors (and we have many!) are 
always impressed by how well behaved, polite,  
charming and confident our pupils appear. The               
reason for this is that we set extraordinarily high               
expectations. We expect pupils to be hard working, 
polite and kind at all times. We accept no excuses 
for pupils who do not live up to these expectations. 
Our aim is also to instil in pupils the behaviours and 
habits that will enable them to thrive in life: an                
excellent work ethic, self-control, kindness, social 
skills, charm,  organisation and so on. 
 The Achievement and Behaviour Points system 
is one of the ways we promote these habits and   
behaviours. They help pupils to ‘tweak’ their                      
behaviour day by day, week by week and so on until 
great habits just become part and parcel of who 
they are. A Behaviour Point is therefore not                  
necessarily a misbehaviour point. Forgetting a piece 
of equipment or exercise book, for example, are not 
examples of pupils misbehaving. However, if                
someone enters the world of work as a disorganised 
person, they will probably do less well than                   
someone who is more organised. An individual             
Behaviour Point or two will have no                         
consequences, but are a reminder of what the                      
expectations are. It is only when a pupil accumulates 
several points that any consequences are incurred. 
In the same way, pupils who go beyond expectation 
will get Achievement Points to reward them. 



 

 

17 students achieved their Duke 
Of  Edinburgh Bronze Awards this 
year. These students were                   
involved in many activities,                    
including learning new skills such 
as playing an instrument, cooking 
or attending painting classes,                          

volunteering in their 'Villages in Bloom' schemes, 
local churches and the Hinckley Food Bank, while 
also completing physical activities such as running, 
swimming or rugby.  
January 2019 sees a new cohort of 20 students            
embark on this challenge that will see them                   
undertake many different activities, including two 
weekends of walking and camping challenges. 

During Advent some pupils from Saint Martin’s             
visited Saffron House in Barwell. The afternoon was 
full of fun, smiles, singing and artwork. The residents 
really enjoyed their time with the pupil’s.  
As a Catholic school we believe that it is important to                       
remember the elderly and by organising this event it 
is a small token of the school’s appreciation and               
support for the elderly people of the local                        
community. 

During this Advent term, we are focusing upon                 
Bishop Patrick’s letter to the young people around 
'ENCOUNTER'. 
From his recent letter, Bishop Patrick would like to 
“ensure that our schools help our children to                       
discover more deeply, the importance of a personal 
ENCOUNTER with Christ, so that they can become 
convinced that they are each loved by God and are 
invited to grow in their relationship with Him. Bishop 
Patrick would like to see the development of times 
of Eucharistic Adoration in our parishes, schools and 
chaplaincies”. 
During Advent students 
from year 7-9 had the                   
opportunity to visit our 
school chapel. The 
themes were connecting, 
pondering, waiting, and 
wishing. These prayer 
stations helped prepare 
their hearts and minds 
for the coming of Jesus 
into the world. 

 
 
 
Fish Filleting Demonstration 
Year 10 Food Prep & Nutrition were fortunate 
enough to have the hands on experience and              
expertise of Mrs Parker, from Sainsbury's fish 
counter to demonstrate how to fillet fish. Many 
different types of fish were filleted including                
salmon, sea bass, mackerel, golden bream 
amongst others. Year 10 got to develop their  
practical skills, vital for their final practical exam. 
Year 9 Hospitality and Catering 
Year 9 students were fortunate enough to be            
allowed on a very successful trip to Jury's Inn                
Hotel. They were given an 'access all areas' pass 
behind the scenes, seeing everything from the                     
executive suites, kitchen, cellar, leisure facilities 
and conference areas.  
They met a number of different staff and got to 
grill them about their job roles and the industry! 
They were even treated to an afternoon tea which 
finished off the highly informative trip! Thank you 
Jury's Inn! 
KS3 Food Studies: 
Key stage 3 have worked really hard this term 
honing and developing their basic practical skills, 
particularly knife and vegetable prep skills. 
They have all successfully completed their                     
practical synoptic assessment. 



 

 

Thursday 1st November marked All Saints Day. As a 
school, in honour of this feast, we celebrated two 
Masses in the main hall. The student’s willingness to 
participate in mass was evident with students taking 
responsibility for reading, serving, and singing. 
Fr Mathew Pittam and Fr John Paul Leonard were our 
visiting priests. It was a reflective and powerful                  
service and the sense of community was strong, as 
all came together to worship and remember the       
importance of this Feast day.   
Quote from staff member- Fr Matthew Pittam was 
inspirational. He challenged the staff and students as 

to what the presence of God really 
meant in  modern day life- God is 
within us. 
Quote from a student- I enjoy                
celebrating Mass as a community 
because it’s nice for everyone to 
gather together and worship God. 

It is wonderful to see so many of our children working 
towards our collective goal in enhancing the catholic 
life of the school. Many of them are associated to            
either ‘the original chaplaincy team’ or the ‘group 
with no name’, however, we are now bringing them 
all together as one strong team and they will now be 
known as 'The Divinity Team'. This team will be               
involved in many areas of school life from the                      
organisation of  charity events, whole school retreats, 
leading and preparing masses and liturgies, and                   
Primary School/Parish links. There are 90 students 
who applied for this role and they have a very                     
important role in both enhancing the catholic life of 

the school and making the catholic life of the school at 
the centre of everything we do. 
 The two form reps will continue their support of the 
catholic life by passing on information, sharing ideas 
to their form group and updating the faith boards etc.  
Why do you want to be in the Divinity Team?  
•There is something that is just so beautiful about                
religion and I want people to see the same beauty and 
joy that I see 
•I think the catholic life of our school is really                      
important and it is something I want to be part of.  
•I want to be in the team as it’s a once in a life time  
opportunity. I want to be an example to my friends. 

The new Divinity Team 



 

 

 
 
 
 

contactusframing@gmail.com 
www.contactusframing.co.uk 

01455 615364 
At the end of the 2017-2018 school year, Mrs Frith              
entered a competition run by The School Library                    
Association to win the cover art from their                 
magazine, The School Librarian. Imagine our                 
delight when on 6 June 2018 we received a package                    
containing a piece of original artwork by                       
multi-award winning illustrator and author Chris                 
Riddell. We immediately began investigating the best 
way to frame and display it in order to inspire our                
students. Contactus, a family business ran by Louis 
and Faye based in The Borough in Hinckley town  
centre, did an excellent job mounting the piece and 
made us even more grateful by donating their time 
and materials. They were able to complete the                 
process in time for the picture to be hung for our 
2018 Open Evening. See it for yourself hanging just 
outside the library entrance.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contactus have been a massive support to our school 
this year, also  framing this beautiful blazer belonging 
to Mrs Carol Frost, one of the original students when 
Saint  Martin’s was an all girls school, who sadly 
passed away earlier in the year. Her family, knowing 
how much she loved the school decided to donate 
the blazer in order to preserve a little bit history. The 
design of the blue striped blazer was the inspiration 
for the school tie our students wear today. The blazer 
now hangs at the bottom of the Saint Louis staircase 
in the main school building along with a number of 
school photographs, news clippings and registers  
dating back as far as 1949. The ‘History of Our School’ 
display was put up in time for Open Evening back in 
September and was unveiled to Mrs Frosts family 
when they came to visit us in October. Mrs Frost’s 
daughter Alison recounted a story she heard about 
her mother during her school days, telling Mrs               
Coghlan how she carried a comb in her top blazer 
pockets instead of a pen in order to keep her                    
eyebrows tidy during the school day. Saint Martin’s 
would like to thanks Mrs Frost’s family for their                 
generous donation and Contactus for their continued 
support. 

Supporting Our School 



 

 

 

 

Ski Italy 2019  

Saturday 12th - Saturday 19th January 2019. 
All students must be in Saint Martin's car park by 
05.15 on 12th Jan ready to leave.  
There will be a final details meeting on Tuesday 8th 
Jan during P6 for all students on the trip. 
All passports should be handed to Mrs Turvey only by 
Thursday 17th Jan and all EHIC cards must be handed 
to Mrs Murphy, please. 
 

Barton Hall netball weekend 

May 2019 
Deadline for 2nd deposit via Parentmail is Tuesday 8th 
Jan. 

 

 

Mountain Biking trip 

Thursday 31st Jan 
All permission slips to Mrs Murphy by Tuesday 8th 
Jan, as first session starts in school on Thursday 10th 
Jan. All appropriate kit, as on letter, must be brought 
 

Berlin 

Saturday 8th—Monday 11th June 2019. 

 

Poland—Krakow 

Friday 21st—Monday 24th June 2019. 
 
Please ensure that all payments for trips are paid by 
the deadline stated on letters. All payments to the 
school should be made via Parentmail. If you have any 
issues accessing Parentmail please contact the school 
office for assistance. 

Residential Trips 

Information 
As a school we pride ourselves on the amount of 
trips we offer to enhance the learning experience of 
our students. Many of these trips are residential, 
some ever overseas. We understand the cost                   
implications of sending your child on one of these 
trips possibly even more. In a bid to enable you, as 
parents / carers, to budget for such opportunities 
next year we will be producing a residential trips 
booklet which will be available to all students            
from September 2019. This booklet will contain  
information about trips planned for the academic 
year, which year groups they will be open to, when 
the trip is planned for and approximate costs as 
well as detailing the nature of the trip. 
 We hope that by providing this resource that 
it will enable more students to take part in these 
activities and ensure that they take part in activities 
that will best support their education and time with 
us at Saint Martin’s. 

 
 

If you have any questions regarding 

school trips, please contact the school 

office. Thank you. 

 
 

 
We are pleased to                
announce that we have 
a new kit for our girls 
rugby team. 
This kit was kindly                  
sponsored by the family 
of one of our year 10                
students. 
 

If you  would like to support our school by                    
sponsoring one of our sports team kits, your                    
donation would be gratefully received. We are                
currently in need of new kits for our football,                 
basketball and  netball teams. Having a team kit              
ensures that all our students look smart when                
representing their school and take pride in doing so. 
Our sports teams have produces some fantastic           
results so far this year (see page 13). If you are      
interested in sponsoring one of our school sports 
kits in part or in full please contact Mr Issitt, head of 
PE via the school office for more details. Thank you. 

HOME 
AND 

AWAY 

Supporting Our School 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcomed back former pupil and now West End 
and Broadway performer, Zach Morris, as our special 
guest. He was performing on Broadway so could not 
attend in person, instead we had a video message 
from New York congratulating our students and               
highlighting, through his example, that you can 
achieve amazing things if you put your mind to it. 
On this evening each year, we welcome back our Year 
11 Students from the previous year to celebrate their 
success at GCSE as give various prizes for                           
contributions to school life. The awards are listed                   
below.  
As well as welcoming back former pupils, we                     
welcomed back previous Head Teachers, Governors 
and other staff. Another special guest, marking our 
70th anniversary, was Viv Abrams, former Deputy 
Head teacher who began at Saint Martin’s in 1963.  
It was a lovely occasion and even more lovely to see 
our pupils from last year.  

 
NATIONAL 
CITIZENSHIP 
SERVICE  
 
 
 
 

National Citizenship Service (NCS) is a Government 
funded programme for 16-17 year olds to take part in 
during the summer holidays. Activate NCS are your 
delivery partners of the project, which aims to give 
young people the opportunity to build skills for work 
and make a positive impact in their community. 
 
How much does it cost? 

This is a once in a lifetime opportunity costs only £50! 
This is a contribution fee which includes everything 
(activities, transport, food and accommodation).               
Pre Christmas offer is just £25! 
When can I go? 

WAVE 1 
Mon 1st – Fri 5th July 
Mon 8th – Fri 12th July 
Mon 15th – Fri 19th July 
WAVE 2 
Mon 8th – Fri 12th July 
Mon 15th – Fri 19th July 
Mon 22nd – Fri 26th July 
Wave 3 
Mon 15th – Fri 19th July 
Mon 22nd – Fri 26th July 
Mon 29th – Fri 2nd Aug 
WAVE 4 
Mon 22nd – Fri 26th 
Mon 29th – Fri 2nd Aug 
Mon 5th – Fri 9th Aug 
WAVE 5 
Mon 5th – Fri 9th Aug 
Mon 12th – Frid 16th Aug 
Mon 19th – Fri 23rd Aug 
What's next? 

Summer '19 places are going fast for our best                  
programme so far so book yourself on! 
Get in touch with our team by emailing:  
ncs@we-activate.co.uk or 
book online at: ncsyes.co.uk. 
Fancy bringing a mate? Of course you can! There will 
also be over 100 other young people taking on the 
challenge with you... you are bound to like some of 
them! 

2018 Leavers 
GCSE  Presentation 

& 
Prize Giving 

Evening 



 

 

There have been many books donated to our library 
this year.  Used books from your shelves and new 
books from Amazon. Your generosity continues to 
encourage reading in our school community. 

The Scholastic book fair ran from 4—11 October.  
Whether browsing, buying or selling, we appreciate 
the great amount of support shown by our school 
community.  Many students were able to acquire 
new books to read and we raised an amazing 
£327.39 to spend 
on new books for 
our library.   
Thank you. 

Some of the money donated to the Library this year 
has been spent buying dyslexia friendly books that 
are easy to read and appropriate to the KS3 and KS4 
interest levels.  Thank you again for your generous 
contributions.   

The year seven students produced some very 
thoughtful and creative work over the summer—
either a poster or a picture book encouraging                  
reading.  All of their projects were  displayed in the 
library during our Open Evening and visitors voted in 
order to determine the winners.  We offer our                 
congratulations to Zara, Sienna-Mae, Sophie, Gracie, 
Livie and Lewis and hope that you have enjoyed 
spending your book voucher prizes. 



 

 

Taking part in the Menphys Christmas Carol                  
Concert this year was Daisy Bright, Sarah Langton, 
Katie Daniels, Charlotte Cassidy, Kay-Leigh Pereira 
and Jenny Lin. They sang a crystal-clear rendition of 
That's Christmas To Me in four-part harmony 
(originally by Pentatonix). The concert was in aid of 
Menphys, a Leicestershire-based charity that aims 
to provide services that support local disabled               
children and young people and their families. The 
Liturgy Choir also joined forces with many other 
Catholic schools from the Leicestershire area to 
perform massed items including Mary Did You 
Know?, Love Shone Down, Whole Lotta' Shoppin' 
as well as many traditional Christmas carols. The 
evening was a huge success and culminated (as it 
always does!) with the entire audience and choirs 
singing Let Their Be Peace On Earth. 

Friday 7th December saw students, parents and staff 
come to our annual Christmas fayre. This years 
theme was ‘Celebrating 70 years’, not just of Saint 
Martin’s but also many other institutions, such as the 
NHS and Walkers Crisps! Each Tutor Group had a 
stall, some selling Christmas goods or playing games. 
The usual fancy dress enthusiasts turned out in force, 
with the entire admin team donning crisp packets. 
There was fierce competition between 2 stalls in  
particular, 11R headed up by Will, was selling                   
candyfloss, a wager was made that he would raise 
more money towards the fayre total than 9G selling 
3 sponges for £1 to ‘Wet the Teacher’. After some 
rather loud sales tactics were used and possible a 
few underhanded techniques, there was a clear              
winner … 11R raised a fantastic £175 to 9G’s £145. 
Both amazing totals with much fun had by all                 
involved. 
We also had stalls manned by staff including a Saint 
Martin’s Win the Wine game which Mrs Coghlan did 
a wonderful job of selling and the ever popular Raffle 
which raised over £1200. Prizes included Luxury food 
hampers, treat hampers donated by local super              
markets-Asda and Morrisons, Vouchers to eat at   
local restaurants and a lovely selection of home 
products, including 2 lanterns curtesy of Cut Price 
Suites, located on Castle Street in Hinckley. We 
would like to issue our heartfelt thanks to these 
stores and so many more that contributed to our 
fayre to make it the success that it is every year, and 
to all that bought a ticket or supported us in any 
way. 



 

 

CAREERS SPEED NETWORKING 
FRIDAY, 9TH NOVEMBER – LEICESTER RACECOURSE 

Year 9 students had the opportunity to attend the 
‘Leicestershire’s Largest Careers Speed Networking’ 
event. This provided students with an eye opening              
activity with over 150 business volunteers from across 
22 local industries representing such sectors as                      
engineering, manufacturing, construction, education, 
tourism & hospitality, pharmaceutical, armed forces 
and many more. All were available to give a vital insight 
into the world of work. Students were involved in 
twelve speed networking sessions each lasting 6 
minutes. They had the chance to speak directly to                
industry experts about routes into careers, general 
work activities and industry insights and top tips on   
employability. This year, the event was sponsored by 
Morningside Pharmaceuticals. A company that                      
specialises in manufacturing and supplying medicines. 
At the end of the event, four of their apprentices                  
answered questions regarding their experience of                 
beginning and being an apprentice with the company. 

DE MONTFORT UNIVERSITY CV VISUAL 
WEDNESDAY, 14TH NOVEMBER 2018 

Thirty Year 9 students had the opportunity to spend a 
day at De Montfort University, working with staff and 
undergraduate/graduate students to create a Visual CV. 
The CV concentrated on four main areas; values and 
beliefs, team working skills, multiple intelligence skills 
and goal setting, all specific to each individual student. 
Through a series of interactive activities based on these 
key areas, they were encouraged to examine their                 
personal skills abilities, and consider their future                     
ambitions as a way of assisting them in making                      
insightful decisions. The CV is a starting point, or a daily 
reminder, which can be further developed to                          
incorporate each student’s growing skill base and future 
goals. It was a day designed to raise awareness of                 
personal strengths and ability and to develop important 
team work skills. Lunch was provided for the event and 
students were able to see the expanding facilities                  
during a campus tour. 

ASSEMBLIES 

Year 11 students have been provided with assemblies 
for sixth form providers including JC6, St Thomas More 
and King Edward VI College, Nuneaton. Applications are 
now open and students can apply for a number of                
options. Already, students have been offered places at 
local colleges including North Warwickshire and South 
Leicestershire College and Brooksby/Melton College. 
Leicester College did a presentation for careers in the 
21st Century – ‘The Future of Work’ for KS4 students. 
What will jobs look like in the future? Where will be the 
jobs be? Our students require access to realistic and 
impartial information, advice and guidance about the 
full range of career pathways available to them. 
This term, Mohammed Ansar from University of                   
Birmingham visited school and his talk was aimed at 
supporting students to realise the importance of Year 
11 and how their GCSE grades will impact on their                
future educational and careers. 
Alasdair Bowie from Horiba-Mira did an insightful talk 
to all Year 9s, 10s and 11s. He has a degree in                        
Mechanical Engineering with Automotive Engineering 
and is passionate about Formula One and STEM                 
subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths). 
He spoke about his engineering career which included 
his academic progress. He explained that Horiba-Mira 
has engineering employees who have completed an                    
apprenticeship, a degree and others who started their 
working life with the company. The engineering sector 
is facing a skills crisis and a Government study has                
reported for the sector to gain enough candidates to 
reduce the skills shortage, they would need around 
186,000 skilled recruits each year until 2024. 



 

 

Netball  
All of the girls netball teams exceeded themselves this 
year. We started in September with the Year 10 & 11’s 
playing all of their matches in the space of 3 weeks. 
The Year 10 girls started with 5 wins and it was all 
down to the last match against Hinckley Academy to 
who would be champions in the area. Unfortunately, 
Hinckley were the better team on the day, therefore 
Saint Martins came 2nd overall in the Hinckley and 
Bosworth League.  Well done girls! 
 Next to play was KS3.  Year 7, 8 & 9 “played out 
of their skins” and won all their matches (in many of 
the matches they didn’t allow any shots to get past 
them!)  It was all down to the last match against             
Market Bosworth for the titles.  All 3 matches were 
very close and the score changed many times 
throughout each quarter.  Year 8 & 9 only just missed 
out on winning the title.  Year 7 girls won their match 
and were  therefore crowned Hinckley & Bosworth 
Champions. This put the Year 7 Girls through to the 
last 16 in Leicester where they played Leicester Girls.  
We won this match very easily.  The next match was 
against De Lisle.  After a very tough match and the 
girls having to work very hard they won 4-1 putting 
them into the semi-finals.  We then lost the                        
semi-finals to Catmose who were the eventual                   
winners of the Year 7 Leicestershire Netball.  Well 
done to all the Year 7 girls who played in any of the 
matches, you were amazing!  
 

Football  
The year 7 football team put in a lot of work this                 
season and progressed well in training to play some 
lovely football, keeping the ball on the floor was the 
aim and this led them to 3rd place in the league                  
winning 4 games and losing 2 along the way.  
Tough season for the year 8 boys with Mr Issitt                   
managing both 7 & 8 teams often left the boys to                   
implement their team tactics during the games whilst 
refereeing the 7s. They finished 4th in a 7 team league 
winning 2, drawing 2 and losing 2.    
The year 9 team managed by Mr Del Busso finished 
5th in the league winning two games along the way 
against Dixie Grammar and a thrilling 3-2 win over 
Hastings.  
A 5th place finish also for the year 10 team with a 
quick season being completed before the end of               
September.  
 

Rugby  
The rugby teams this year saw the addition of a new 
rugby coach Mr Law. The girls’ rugby team has moved 
from strength to strength this term continuing their 
dominance from last year. The Year 7 & 8 team has 
continued its winning ways having won every single 
game they have played this academic year.  
The Year 9 and 10 team has only had one game but 
they performed well against a strong Hinckley                  
Academy side and were unlucky to not come out as 
winners, losing by only two tries.  
The boys have also performed well with the Year 7 
and 8s performing very well in recent tournaments, 
with the Year 8s finishing second in theirs and the 
Year 7s finishing third. The year 10 and 11 team had 
their opening game in the County Cup last week. They 
came up against a well drilled Ashby side. Having been 
17-12 down at half time the boys ended up losing by 
three tries in very wet conditions. Hopefully rugby can 
continue to go from strength to strength in the new 
year and we see more students attending the weekly 
training sessions.  
 

Basketball  
It’s amazing what our basketball teams can do with 
what we have to work with. Our year 7 boys attended 
an eight team tournament in December coming 3rd 
place behind the well-established basketball teams of 
Hinckley Academy and Bosworth Academy, beating 
Hinckley Academy 16-0 during the tournament.  
The first girls tournament was the Year 9’s at Hinckley 
Academy.  The girls won all of their matches very              
easily and then had to play Hinckley Academy in the 
last match.  The match was very close all the way 
through and in the last minute Hinckley scored                   
winning by one basket. 
 Next up was the Year 8 girls.  Last year these 
girls went all the way to the finals at the Leicester               
Rider stadium.  Once again they were unbeatable and 
are now Hinckley and Bosworth champions and will 
play Belvoir High in January in the next round. 
 As we had so many girls turn up to practices in 
Year 8 & 9 we took a B Team to both tournaments.  
Both teams were a credit to Saint Martins each                  
winning one match each and only losing by one or two 
baskets in all the other matches.  Well done girls, you 
were fantastic. 
Next term sees the introduction of indoor athletics, 
the handball fixture. 



 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

7th January 2019 INSET for staff 

8th January  School opens to students (Lenten Term 1) 

14th January Year 11 Mocks Options Subject begin 

29th January Year 8 Option Subject Exams begin 

11th February Year 11 Parent’s Evening 

15th February School closed—Half Term 

25th February School re-opens (Lenten Term 2) 

4th March Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

7th March World Book Day 

26th & 27th March School Production 

1st April Tutor Afternoon Year 7-10 

2nd April Year 10 Mocks begin 

8th April Year 7 Exams begin 

12th April School Closed—Easter Break 

29th April School Opens (Trinity Term 1) 

Attendance Matters 

 
 

Regular and punctual attendance at school is a legal 
requirement and is essential in order for students to 
maximise their educational opportunities.  
At Saint Martin’s we continually promote and                         
recognise positive attendance which as a school                   
currently stands at over 95%. We will continue to work 
with parents/carers and students to resolve any                   
problems which may affect a child’s attendance and 
will endeavour to act swiftly should attendance 
patterns become a concern.  
The Department for Education has published research 
into the effect that missing time form school can have 
on exam success. The research is based on data from 
all schools in England over recent years and the results 
clearly evidence the detrimental effect absence can 
have on student’s GCSE success. For example, at the 
end of the 2012/13 academic year, 94% of students 
who were present at school for more than 96% 
achieved 5 or more A*-C grades or equivalent. Where 
attendance dropped to between 85-90%, only 75% of 
students achieved these results. 85% attendance 
equates to one week of school per year being missed 
which is an incredible amount of lesson time. The   
message is clear; attendance matters and has a direct 
effect on our students’ success. 

Keep up to date! 
 

Visit our school website  

www.saint-martins.net 
Our home page is updated weekly with school 

news and information about events. 
 

Facebook and Twitter feeds: 
www.facebook.com/stmartins.stokegolding 

@stmartin1963 

School Funding 

As you may be aware Government funding for 
schools has been significantly cut across the                   
country. To continue our high level of education 
here at Saint Martin’s we have set up a voluntary 
school fund to help subject departments buy                
essential resources, which are vital in supporting 
your child's to learning. 

Any contribution is entirely voluntary and                     
anything from £1 a month upwards would be 
gratefully received.  We realise that lots of                  
families are also under financial pressures so any 
contribution,  however small,  is appreciated and 
will be used to enhance our curriculum 

If you would like to contribute to Saint Martin’s 
on a monthly basis, then please arrange a                  
standing order with your bank using the details 
below: 

Name of Account: St Thomas Aquinas Multi 
    Academy Trust  

Name of Bank: Lloyds Bank 

Account Number: 63927868 

Sort Code: 30-96-18 

Ref: Childs Name and Year of 
birth (eg. Fred Smith 03) 

Amount: What ever you wish to                 
donate per month. 

http://www.saint-martins.net/
http://www.facebook.com/stmartins.stokegolding


 

 

Uniform & Mobile Phone Policy 
Swifts in Hinckley supply our uniform blazers, and 
can also supply other items of uniform. 

This is an ideal time to re-affirm our                                      
high expectations regarding school uniform,                         
behaviour and work ethic.  Where there is pride in 
appearance and good behaviour, by implication, 
there is a positive attitude to learning.  If a student 
chooses not to adhere to our School Uniform Policy 
then sanctions will apply.  
May we remind all parents and students of the                   
following: 
 Blouses and shirts must be tucked in at all times. 

And fully fastened. 
 Ties done up properly.  
 Blazers worn always unless permission is given to 

remove. 
 Jewellery of any description may not be worn in 

school, including earrings. This rule applies to girls 
and boys. Watches may be worn. 

 Extremes of hairstyle, including unnatural              
colours or shaved sides, are not permitted. The 
Principal will be the final arbiter of what counts as 
'extreme'. 

 Make-up or nail varnish must not be worn in the 
Academy. If make-up or nail varnish is used,               
students will be asked to remove it. Acrylic or gel 
nails are not allowed for health and safety                   
reasons. 

 Please note that girls are expected to wear 
opaque black tights with their uniform skirts.  

  
 
 

We also expect all pupils to wear school shoes in line 
with our uniform guidelines. The guidelines on shoes 
is being strictly enforced. 
Shoes - PLAIN BLACK LEATHER, ACADEMY TYPE. 
MUST BE  POLISHABLE. 

If you have any queries about the Academy Uniform 
Policy please see the school website for clarification, 
or contact the school office. 
We find that most students follow our school dress 
code and we would like to thank all of the parents/
carers. Similarly our mobile phone policy clearly asks 
students to have them turned off during the school 
day and in their lockers otherwise they will be                  
confiscated for at least 24 hours and a parent / carer 
will need to collect it after school. 

School Detentions 
As parents, I’m sure you will agree, we have really 
high standards of behaviour which can be seen in the             
exceptional charm, good manners and behaviour of 
our pupils. Good behaviour is the basic foundation of 
effective learning in lessons. When students           
occasionally do not meet our high expectations, then 
after-school detentions will be given. Please note 
that detentions are not optional. Schools have a legal 
right to set detentions out of school hours and                 
parents do not  have the right to withdraw their 
child. This includes same night detentions.  
We will try to accommodate parents who have               
specific logistical problems. However, the detention 
will have to be served nonetheless. 

UNIFORM BLAZERS 
Swifts is collating a ‘guideline’ list of any                 
student in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 who may                  
require a new blazer for next August, 2018.  
Whilst it may seem too far ahead to                         
consider… please note… stocks for this                    
specially-designed blazer are ordered months 
in advance.  To ensure Swifts meet student         
requirements, please call in, or contact them 
as early as possible 
email: enquiries@swiftsunfiorms.co.uk  
Or tel: 01455 238398 to discuss, or pre-order 
a new blazer. No payment is due at this stage. 

Thank you 

mailto:enquiries@swiftsunfiorms.co.uk


 

 

Michaelmas Term 2018 

Our Chair of Governors can be contacted via admin@saint-martins.net 


