Michaelmas Term 2019

NEWSLETTER

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6

Dear Parent and Carers,
We’ve come to the end of a very long term but now
it’s Christmas and time for our hard-working pupils to
relax and enjoy the holiday. In the final week we are
marking Advent with Mass, carols and end of term
assemblies celebrating pupil successes through the
term.
Advent is a sacred time and Lucy our lay Chaplain has
been leading liturgies throughout this season. As a
Catholic school we have events every week, prayer
services, charity work and other activities that
underpin the Christian life of the school. There are
too many to mention but these, and other events,
can
be
seen
on
our
Facebook
page
www.facebook.com/stmartins.stokegolding.

Some events this term
This term has also been filled with exciting events
from our Pilgrimage to Rome, concerts like the
Menphys Charity Concert, the Christmas Faye
(Thanks to everyone who came along) as well as lots
of sporting events including some amazing victories.
You can see many of these events in this newsletter.
With the December election, we also had our own
mock election in school. All pupils attended an
assembly where we looked at the importance of
democracy and voting, there were speeches from
pupils arguing each party’s policy position and all
pupils had a vote. The results were: Conservative’s
38%, Labour 25%, Liberal democrats 25% and Greens
12%.
School Performance Tables
Although our official GCSE results from last summers
GCSE are not published until the spring, the
provisional Progress 8 score has been and it is +0.5.

This means our pupils achieved about half a grade
higher at Saint Martin’s than an average school.
It’s the highest score in the diocese and one of the
top in the county. Many thanks to our hard-working
staff and well done to our pupils from last year.
Staff changes
Earlier this term we appointed Mrs Mulcrow as a new
Head of Divinity for January (Mrs Thompson, one of
our deputies currently fulfils this role). Can I also
congratulate Mrs Robinson who will be on maternity
leave later next term.
Coming up next term
Our class of 2019 will have their Award’s Evening on
January 23rd next year, invites have already been sent
out. Our guest of honour is a former pupil and
political correspondent for the Daily Telegraph, Harry
Yorke.
Can I also draw your attention to the change we are
making from ParentMail to ParentPay, details on
page 3.
For now however, we look forward to breaking up
this Friday. From all at Saint Martin’s we wish our
pupils and their families very happy and holy
Christmas,
With every blessing,

C Wright
Principal

We have a number of pre-loved blazers and
other uniform items, still in very good
condition, that have been donated to the
school by past students. We are selling
these items for a nominal charge.
If you have any queries please contact
Mrs S Davies via the school office on
01455 212386. Thank you

Christmas Eve
Tuesday 24th December

Christmas Day
Wednesday 25th December

Family Mass
Saint Peter’s, Earl Shilton—6.00pm

Saint Peter’s, Hinckley
8.00am

Family Mass
Saint Peter’s, Hinckley—7.00pm

Saint Peter’s, Market Bosworth
9.30am

Midnight Mass
Saint Peter’s, Hinckley—11.30pm

Saint Peter’s, Hinckley
10.00am

Car Park Drop Off
Please ensure that when you pull into
the carpark in the mornings that you turn
right and follow the one way
system. Recently our staff have not been
able to park in the designated staff
parking area due to Parents and Carers
using these spaces to drop off their
children. This being the case staff are
forced to park in the parent carpark,
which in turn affects our parking capacity
during afternoon pick up. This also
prevents students having to walk across
the carpark during busy times.
Thank you, we appreciate your patience
and cooperation with this matter.

School Calendar and
Weekly Parental Bulletin
The first port of call for information is the
school website www.saint-martins.net.
The main events, like parents evenings,
are published on the school calendar
which can be found on the website under
‘Parents’. We also publish a weekly
Parental Bulletin, also under the Parents
section of the website, which outlines the
main events happening that week.
Please also see the ‘Dates for your Diary’
section of this newsletter.
The Canaan Trust
We welcomed Kevin from the Canaan Trust to
Saint Martin's last week. We enjoyed hearing
about the charity's work and how they help
support homelessness in our wider community.
Homelessness is a real issue in our local
communities, affecting many people- young and
old and we can raise awareness. We will be
holding a fundraising event on the evening of
Friday 13th December, to raise money for
The Canaan Trust.

ParentPay - our new online payment service
We are pleased to announce that we will
shortly be moving over from the Parentmail
Online payment system to ParentPay. This is a
CMAT initiative that will see all schools within
the CMAT transition across to ParentPay
within the next 12 months.
From January we will be accepting payments
online for school trips, revision guides, school
mini bus’ and lockers. Using a secure website
called ParentPay you will be able to pay
online using your credit or debit card or make
cash payments at PayPoint stores. ParentPay
will be our only method of making payments
to school.

UKMT MATHS CHALLENGES
Saint Martins students have continued their
successful record of participation in the UKMT
Maths challenges this term.
SENIOR TEAM CHALLENGE
On Thursday 14th November 4 students from Saint
Martin's entered the UKMT Senior Team
Maths Challenge at the University of Warwick
The competition is aimed at high ability Year 12 and
13 students studying mathematics at A level,
however with 4 keen students we thought it would
be fun to enter with a team of Year 11's and see
how it went.
14 teams entered and despite the fact we were the
only team not made up of 6th form students we
managed an amazing 4th place.
Congratulations to Mark, Adam, George and
Rohan - you were superb.

What are the benefits to parents and pupils?
• ParentPay is easy-to-use and will offer you the
freedom to make online payments whenever
and wherever you like, 24/7
• The technology used is of the highest internet
security available ensuring that your money will
reach school safely – offering you peace of mind
• Payments can be made by credit/debit card or
cash payments at one of 33,000 PayPoint stores
• full payment histories and statements are
available to you securely online at anytime
How to get started with ParentPay
We will shortly be sending you your account
activation details, just follow the instructions
in the letter we send you to get started with
ParentPay.
If you want to find out more about ParentPay
go to:
https://www.parentpay.com/parents/

SENIOR MATHS CHALLENGE
Fifteen Year 10 and 11 students also took part in this
year's individual Senior Maths Challenge. This is a
90-minute, multiple-choice competition aimed
at students across the UK.
The problems on the Senior Mathematical Challenge
are designed to make students think. Most
are accessible, yet still challenge those with more
experience.
4 Students gained a Bronze Certificate, 4 gained a
Silver Certificate, and 3 gained a Gold certificate,
which allowed them to enter the follow-on
"Kangaroo" round. Congratulations to all who took
part, to Pharis and George for getting through to the
Kangaroo, and especiallly congratulations to Mark
who gained a Certificate of Merit in this stage. A
great effort by everyone, and much appreciated by
all your teachers.
MATHEMATICAL OLYMPIAD FOR GIRLS
For the first time this year, we also had four Y11 girls
enter the Mathematical Olympiad for Girls. This is a
2 and a half hour competition consisting of five
challenging problems aimed at girls and young
women across the UK. Each problem requires a full,
written solution. The competition is used to help
identify students who might become members of
the UK team for international competitions. Well
done to Delina, Hannah, Hollie-Mae and Mia for
their efforts and participation.

National Youth Sunday
We are called to be significant. Our Faith In Action
Team, lead liturgies in the chapel throughout the
day.

Menphys Christmas Carol Concert
Friday 6th December
The Saint Martins's Chapel Singers performed a
beautiful arrangement of 'Joy To The World' in front
of a packed audience at Leicester's De Montfort Hall.
They also performed many different carols with
choirs from several Catholic schools throughout
Leicestershire throughout the concert. The concert
is in aid of Menphys. A charity that provides services
and activities that support disabled children, young
people and their families.

Advent ready
Year 7, 8 and 9 will
be preparing for
Advent by taking
part in reflective
Advent prayer
stations in the
chapel.

Pupil led AOW
As a Catholic school, collective worship plays a
fundamental part of daily school life and enables us
to join together as one in prayer and worship. Each
week, different children in each form group prepare
and lead their Act of Worship.

Congratulations to Holly, Hannah and Ryan
who completed their formation and
training in order to be commissioned as
Ministers of Holy Communion. They will
now be able to assist with the distribution of
Holy Communion during school and parish
Masses.

Achievement and Behaviour
Points
At Saint Martin’s, visitors (and we have many!) are
always impressed by how well behaved, polite,
charming and confident our pupils appear. The
reason for this is that we set extraordinarily high
expectations. We expect pupils to be hard working,
polite and kind at all times. We accept no excuses
for pupils who do not live up to these expectations.
Our aim is also to instil in pupils the behaviours and
habits that will enable them to thrive in life: an
excellent work ethic, self-control, kindness, social
skills, charm, organisation and so on.
The Achievement and Behaviour Points system
is one of the ways we promote these habits and
behaviours. They help pupils to ‘tweak’ their
behaviour day by day, week by week and so on until
great habits just become part and parcel of who
they are. A Behaviour Point is therefore not
necessarily a misbehaviour point. Forgetting a piece
of equipment or exercise book, for example, are not
examples of pupils misbehaving. However, if
someone enters the world of work as a disorganised
person, they will probably do less well than
someone who is more organised. An individual
Behaviour Point or two will have no
consequences, but are a reminder of what the
expectations are. It is only when a pupil accumulates
several points that any consequences are incurred.
In the same way, pupils who go beyond expectation
will get Achievement Points to reward them.

The Bible Tour
We welcomed Naomi from The Briars to our school
and what a welcome it was. This week all of Year 7
have received their copy of Matthews Gospel, this is
to mark 'The Year of The Word'. The bibles are a gift
from the Nottingham Diocesan Education Service. A
big thank you to the NDCYS team for delivering them
to us.

Macmillan Cake Sale

As part of the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning and to
raise funds for Macmillan Cancer Support, Saint
Martin's organised a cake sale. We wanted to join in
this national event to show our support. All children
and staff were invited to attend.
The cake sale took place on Friday 27th September
during break time and lunch time, both staff and
students had the opportunity to visit the sale and
purchase lots of yummy cakes.
Every cake we have sold helps to support someone
affected by cancer. Together we can make sure that
no one faces cancer alone. The final sum raised was
£777.00 Well done to all who contributed!!

Saint Martin’s
‘Brighten up’ for CAFOD
On Friday 1th October, we saw our school and
students brightened up, for CAFOD’s Harvest Fast
Day. Our school community really got involved on
this day and saw it transformed with bright socks,
wigs, ties and face paint. Connor from Year 8, “It
made everyone smile and everyone made a real
effort to get involved”. As a school community we
raised £824.52. There was a fantastic atmosphere
around the school and it was great to see so many
put in such
effort.

Residential Trips
Information
Saffron House visits
Here is a collection of photos from our weekly visits
to Saffron House- playing board games, arts and
crafts and learning about one another's lives. The
Divinity Team really enjoy spending time with the
residents at Saffron House.

As a school we pride ourselves on the amount of
trips we offer to enhance the learning experience of
our students. Many of these trips are residential,
some ever overseas. We understand the cost
implications of sending your child on one of these
trips possibly even more. In a bid to enable you, as
parents / carers, to budget for such opportunities
next year we will be producing a residential trips
booklet which will be available to all students
from September 2019. This booklet will contain
information about trips planned for the academic
year, which year groups they will be open to, when
the trip is planned for and approximate costs as
well as detailing the nature of the trip.
We hope that by providing this resource that
it will enable more students to take part in these
activities and ensure that they take part in activities
that will best support their education and time with
us at Saint Martin’s.

If you have any questions regarding
school trips, please contact the school
office. Thank you.

The day ended with night prayer lead by a briars
team member. The final day allowed us to reflect
upon the lessons we learnt during our retreat our
retreat, as well as reminding people of their gifts and
talents through affirmations.
On Monday 4th—6th November, 70 years 7 pupils
began their three-day retreat at the Briars Catholic
retreat centre in the Archdiocese of Nottingham.
The retreat began with team introductions and room
allocations, we then began to look into the love God
has for us, and the love we should have for ourselves.
The next day we delved deeper into the themes of
the retreat, as well as going for a walk and
celebrating mass together. In the evening the Briars
team hosted a disco, which our pupils really enjoyed.

Inspiring Bosworth Project
Yr9 GCSE Art students recently worked alongside visiting
artist, Peter, to create a mosaic for exhibition as part of the
Inspiring Bosworth Project. The exhibition will be at The
Bosworth Battlefield during spring 2020, after which the
mosaic will be permanently displayed at Saint Martin’s.

At Saint Martin’s we are committed to recycling and helping to
reduce plastic on the planet. We will therefore no longer be
selling bottles of water from next term. We have water fountains
around school for students to use to refill bottles, these water
stations can be used during break and lunchtime. Please
encourage your child to bring a reusable bottle into school to
ensure they stay hydrated, especially in warmer weather.

Our School Community took part in Red Wednesday,
an annual event organised by Aid to the Church in
Need to raise awareness of those persecuted for
their Faith especially Christians on 27th November.
Jesse, Gaby, Millie, Gabriel, Connor from Year 8 led a
beautiful liturgy in the Chapel at 8.30am that
morning reflecting on Scripture, Prayer as well as
highlighting examples such as Rasha Drazy and her
family.
This theme was reflected in tutor prayers for the day
as well as the Collective Act of Worship that took
place in assembly. By the statue of Mary, red roses
were placed to remember all those who have been
persecuted for their Faith.
Our students in Divinity, wrote in red pen for their
lesson and explored ‘What is Aid to the Church in
Need?’ as well as focusing on stories of those
persecuted for their faith. We watched the moving
media clip of Fr Frans Van Der Lugt , a Dutch Jesuit
priest who became a shepherd to the people of
Homs.

Our students wrote tweets raising awareness of what
we are called to do as Christians as well as writing
inspiring letters and postcards or Aid to the Church in
Need. The words the students wrote were inspiring,
thought provoking and moving. Cardinal Vincent
Nichols invites our young people to be “Digital
Disciples”. We sent our students’ words, letters to
Aid to the Church in Need to show that we stand
together as brothers and sisters. Thank you to our
students for your powerful words from your hearts.
The Red Wednesday glasses were a big success with
many students.
Thank you to the staff who wore an item of red and
lit candles in your homes that night to pray for peace
in our world. We are called to be instruments of
peace. In a world where there is darkness, we are
called to be beacons of light.

Great fun was had by all in the library during the
Christmas Fayre. It was lovely to have so many of
the Library Council members volunteering to help.
Second-hand book stall, guess the name of the book
and guess the name of the book from the first line
were very popular.
The handmade paper crafts made by Millie Stout and
her mum went down a treat and completely sold out
by the end of the night.
Connor Gunn did a fabulous job organising his own
stall to raise money for books for dyslexic students.
His one stall raised a fabulous £57. A massive thank
you to all those students who helped with setting up,
manning stalls and coming up with the ideas.

Keep an eye on our
Facebook/Instagram for book
reviews from members of the
library council and students
Read for Schools for this years 7 & 8s will start from
week commencing 20th January for 3 weeks.
This is such a worthwhile cause as not only does it
help to raise money to provide books for children in
hospital; but also embeds the importance of
reading for please for our students.

Earlier this year we received an
award from Read for Good for our
outstanding contribution to the
charity over
the last 10
years of
£7,501.89

Christmas Fayre
Friday 29th November saw students, parents and staff
come to our annual Christmas Fayre. This years theme
was ‘All things Christmas’, many a staff member could
be seen proudly showing off their Christmas jumpers.
Each Tutor Group had a stall, some selling Christmas
goods or playing games. The usual fancy dress
enthusiasts turned out in force, Mr Carton dressed as
a Christmas Cracker!
We also had stalls manned by staff including a Saint
Martin’s Win the Wine game and the ever popular
Raffle which raised over £1200. Prizes included
Luxury food hampers, treat hampers donated by local
supermarkets, Vouchers to eat at local restaurants
and a £50 voucher curtesy of Jaspers located on
Castle Street in Hinckley.
We would like to issue our heartfelt thanks to these
stores and so many more that contributed to our
fayre to make it the success that it is every year, and
to all that bought a ticket or supported us in any way.

Supporting Our School
We would like to extend out heartfelt thanks to a number of local businesses that supported our
Christmas Fayre this year by donating raffle prizes. If you would like to ’Support Our School’
in exchange for some free advertising on our school website, Facebook and in our termly
Newsletter please get in touch, contact Mrs R Trotman on 01455 212386 or email
admin@saint-martins.net. Thank you.

The Black Horse

Sheepy Magna

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY – Careers Fair
The annual Careers Fair will be held on Monday, 27th
January 2020 from 6.00-8.00pm. It is never too early
to start to consider future pathways and Year 11s,
10s, 9s and even 8s students along with parents/
carers are welcome to attend.
The event is being organised to assist students with
their choices and provide an opportunity for them to
meet professionals. There will be a range of providers
available to discuss Post 16 options including sixth
form providers, colleges, universities, armed forces
and a variety of people from the world of work.
YEAR 9 – DE MONTFORT UNIVERSITY CV VISUAL
WEDNESDAY, 11TH DECEMBER 2019
On Wednesday, 11th December 30 Year 9 students
visited De Montfort University for a ‘Visual CV’ event
hosted by staff and undergraduates.
The purpose of the day was to help students learn
more about their strengths and personal
characteristics and how they relate to subject choice
and future career and learning options at the end of
Year 11 and beyond. The sessions were extremely
interactive and fun and got students thinking about
themselves in ways they might not have done so in
the past.
During the day, students were taken on a tour of the
campus which took in the sports facilities, student
accommodation in a hall of residence as well as a tour
of the art and design building. DMU treated everyone
to a lunch worth £5 and this gave students a
first-hand experience of eating in a typical student
and staff cafeteria.
The day concluded with a focus on team work skills
and a competition to
find the team who
could produce the
most
Christmas
cards to a very strict
design brief. All
students were asked
to provide feedback
on the day using a
‘Who wants to be a
millionaire’
style
electronic feedback
buzzer system.

YEAR 11 ACHIEVE ASSEMBLY
Mohammed
Ansar
from
University of Birmingham
presented an assembly to all
Year 11 students prior to mock
exams. This was to reinforce
key messages about the
importance of the final year of
GCSEs and the need to revise
and work hard in order to
achieve
full
academic
potential. GCSE grades determine the sixth form or
college students can go to when they leave Saint
Martin’s. Also, futures can be shaped such as
university or career choices.
YEAR 11s - NATIONAL CITIZENSHIP SERVICE (NCS)
National Citizenship Service (NCS) is a Government
funded programme for 16-17 year olds to take part in
during the summer holidays. Activate NCS are your
delivery partners of the project, which aims to give
young people the opportunity to build skills for work
and make a positive impact in their community.

WHEN CAN I GO?
WAVE 1
Mon 1st – Fri 5th July
Mon 8th – Fri 12th July
Mon 15th – Fri 19th July
WAVE 2
Mon 8 – Fri 12th July
Mon 15th – Fri 19th July
Mon 22nd – Fri 26th July
th

Wave 3
Mon 15th – Fri 19th July
Mon 22nd – Fri 26th July
Mon 29th – Fri 2nd Aug

WAVE 4
Mon 22nd – Fri 26th
Mon 29th – Fri 2nd Aug
Mon 5th – Fri 9th Aug
WAVE 5
Mon 5th – Fri 9th Aug
Mon 12th – Fri 16th Aug
Mon 19th – Fri 23rd Aug

NETBALL
Saint Martin’s Year 8, 9, 10 & 11 won ALL their
matches against Hinckley Academy, Hastings, Market
Bosworth and Redmoor to become Hinckley &
Bosworth Champions.
All the girls were unbelievable. They trained very hard
and played amazingly, no one could compete against
them. They were invincible!!
Year 8’s in the next round played Welland Park at
home and comfortably won 18-10. We then went into
the semi-finals playing last years winners Catmose.
This was an extremely close game all the way through
until the last quarter. Catmose won 23-15. After the
match Catmose said that we were the best team they
had played in a long time! They then went on to win
the final.
Year 9’s then went on to compete in the County
Netball Tournament one very cold rainy afternoon at
Leicester Grammar. We played 7 matches in the first
round winning 6 and losing one to Loughborough
Girls. We then proceeded through to the quarter
finals, winning easily. Next was a tough semi-final
match. We were the only state school in the semi’s,
all the other schools were private schools.
Unfortunately, we were knocked out in the semi-finals
to the eventual winners of Leicestershire.
Year 10’s drew Kibworth in the quarter finals. We
knew this match was going to be very hard as they
were Leicestershire champions last year. After a
hard-fought match Kibworth won 41-17 (Kibworth
went on to win again!).
Year 7 girls played their first matches at Market
Bosworth. After some tough matches they managed
to win one, lose one and drew one. Well done in your
first tournament.
FOOTBALL
Year 7
The year 7 team is a strong team but struggled during
the season to gel together losing their only two
fixtures to date despite performing well.
Year 8
The year 8 team were hoping for big things this
season after a strong year 7. However, a win, loss and
draw weren’t enough to progress out of the group
stage and into the final. The team will be involved in
numerous friendlies during the summer term.
Year 9
The year 9 team performed in horrid conditions
winning their first game and having their second
fixture abandoned due to torrential rain. This is a
team to watch for the future.
Year 10
The year 10 boys had a great season reaching the H&B
final. During an extremely close final our GK suffered a
serious injury which led to the game being
abandoned, unfortunately SM were one goal behind
at the time.
Year 11
The year 11 boys’ team are still going and will be up to
Christmas. They were crowned H&B champions after
an epic final against Hinkley Academy that went all
the way to penalties. This meant they progressed into
the County Cup and are currently in the Qtr finals
against Ashby School.

GIRLS FUTSAL.
We took a team of year 8 girls to the tournament at
Heath Lane where they finished third out of five
playing some great football, winning one game,
drawing two and losing one. Futsal continues on
Fridays afterschool with Mr Gurney.
INDOOR ATHLETICS
After weeks of practicing Indoor Athletics we set off to
Braunstone Leisure Centre on Wednesday 27th
November. The Year 7’s boys and girls were in the
morning and Year 8’s in the afternoon. After both
sessions we knew that we had done really well,
winning majority of the events. However, you never
know what the final result will be. We had to wait
until the next day. Our Year 7 boys, Year 8 girls and
boys all won easily. The Year 7 girls lost by one point
to Hastings. Well done everyone. We will now be
representing Hinckley
& Bosworth in the next round
on Tuesday 31st March at Uppingham.
RUGBY
The Year 9 rugby team began their county cup
tournament with a very strong 69-0 victory over
Kibworth. In the next round they found themselves up
against a strong Welland Park side conceding two tries
early in the match. As the second half began St
Martins' began to play and brought the match with 5
points with only minutes to go. Unfortunately, a
serious injury to a St Martins' player forced the game
to be abandoned with Welland Park taking the win.
The St Martins' player made a full recovery.
Girls rugby has hit the ground running this year
entering the rugby X tournament at Loughborough
University were the SM U15 team competed
extremely well winning one and losing two games.
The U13’s team was involved in the H&B tournament
with results of a win, draw and loss.
BASKETBALL
The first tournament was the Year 9 Boys. We
decided to take 2 teams to this tournament, one of
them being our strong Year 9 girls’ team. Both teams
played really well and it was a very tough tournament,
however, the eventual winners were the girls, winning
all their matches. The boys came a close second. We
don’t think the other schools were pleased that the
girls won the boys!!!!
Next came the Year 9 Girls tournament. We knew we
had a very strong team and after some excellent
playing won both matches 44-0 to Market Bosworth
and 40-0 to South Charnwood. We now go into the
last 16 in the Leicestershire league. Well done girls!
Then came the Year 8 Girls, who had been practicing
against the boys at lunch. Once again, we had
another girls team who were determined to win.
They beat Market Bosworth 38-0 and South
Charnwood 28-2. These girls will also now go into the
last 16 in Leicestershire. Another excellent result!
The year 7 boys went and conquered H&B winning all
their games and only conceding one basket. This
means they will be progressing through to the next
round.

The final basketball tournament of the year was the
Year 7 girls at Hinckley Academy. Once again, after
training hard we beat all 4 local schools becoming
Hinckley and Bosworth champions. The girls will now
progress to the last 16 in Leicestershire. Amazing
result!

We played De Lisle earlier this term and both teams
were amazing.
Year 8 won 16-10 and Year 10 won 20-8

Attendance Matters

School Funding

Regular and punctual attendance at school is a legal
requirement and is essential in order for students to
maximise their educational opportunities.
At Saint Martin’s we continually promote and
recognise positive attendance which as a school
currently stands at over 95%. We will continue to work
with parents/carers and students to resolve any
problems which may affect a child’s attendance and
will endeavour to act swiftly should attendance
patterns become a concern.
The Department for Education has published research
into the effect that missing time form school can have
on exam success. The research is based on data from
all schools in England over recent years and the results
clearly evidence the detrimental effect absence can
have on student’s GCSE success. For example, at the
end of the 2012/13 academic year, 94% of students
who were present at school for more than 96%
achieved 5 or more A*-C grades or equivalent. Where
attendance dropped to between 85-90%, only 75% of
students achieved these results. 85% attendance
equates to one week of school per year being missed
which is an incredible amount of lesson time. The
message is clear; attendance matters and has a direct
effect on our students’ success.

As you may be aware Government funding for
schools has been significantly cut across the
country. To continue our high level of education
here at Saint Martin’s we have set up a voluntary
school fund to help subject departments buy
essential resources, which are vital in supporting
your child's to learning.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Any contribution is entirely voluntary and
anything from £1 a month upwards would be
gratefully received. We realise that lots of
families are also under financial pressures so any
contribution, however small, is appreciated and
will be used to enhance our curriculum

If you would like to contribute to Saint Martin’s
on a monthly basis, then please arrange a
standing order with your bank using the details
below:
Name of Account:

St Thomas Aquinas Multi
Academy Trust

Name of Bank:

Lloyds Bank

Account Number:

63927868

Sort Code:

30-96-18

Ref:

Childs Name and Year of
birth (eg. Fred Smith 03)

Amount:

What ever you wish to
donate per month.

6th January 2019

INSET for staff

7th January

School opens to students (Lenten Term 1)

8th January

Year 11 Heath & Social Care Exam

9th January

Year 11 Construction Exam

20th January

Year 10 Parent’s Evening

23rd January

2019 Leavers Prize Giving Event

27th January

Careers Fair

17th February

School closed—Half Term

24th February

School re-opens (Lenten Term 2)

2nd March

Year 8 Options Evening

Visit our school website

9th March

Year 11 Parents Evening

www.saint-martins.net

10th, 11th & 12th March

School Production

23rd March

Tutor Afternoon Year 7, 8 & 9

30th March

Year 9 Exams begin

6th April

School Closed—Easter Break

20th April

School Opens (Trinity Term 1)

Keep up to date!
Our home page is updated weekly with school
news and information about events.
Facebook and Twitter feeds:
www.facebook.com/stmartins.stokegolding
@stmartin1963

Uniform

Sanctions

At Saint Martin’s we have the highest expectations
regarding school uniform, behaviour and work ethic
and there will be zero tolerance of any non
compliance. Where there is pride in appearance and
good behaviour, by implication, there is a positive
attitude to learning. If a student chooses not to
adhere to our School Uniform Policy then sanctions
will apply. Which can include afterschool detentions
and inclusions. Our uniform unites all members of
the community and therefore must be adhered to by
all members of the community.
If you have any queries regarding uniform purchases
or choices please contact the school office.
May we remind all parents/carers and students of
the following:
• Shirts must be tucked in at all times and ALL
buttons fully fastened.
• Ties done up properly.
• Skirts must be knee length
• Trousers cannot be skinny fit.
• Blazers are always worn, unless permission is
given to remove it.
• Jewellery of any description may not be worn in
school, including earrings. This rule applies to girls
and boys. Watches may be worn.
• Extremes of hairstyle, including unnatural colours
or shaved sides, are not permitted. The Principal
will be the final arbiter of what counts as
'extreme'.
• Make-up (including thick eye brows) or nail
varnish must not be worn in school. If make-up or
nail varnish is used, students will be asked to
remove it. False, acrylic, or gel nails are not

As a parent / carer of a Saint Martin’s students we
have appreciated your full support in maintaining
exceptional standards of behaviour by ensuring your
child understands and adheres to all of our school
rules and policies. Any sanctions that occur from
poor behaviour, lacking equipment, incorrect
uniform etc. are the sole
responsibility of the students. There is no option to
opt out of after school detentions, whether they be
same night or next day, if this sanction is used. Saint
Martin’s also holds no responsibility for getting
students home if we put them in detention as per
Section 5 of the 1997 Education Act in choosing a
school that uses this form of sanction you are
agreeing to support its use when deemed necessary.

allowed for health and safety reasons.

SHOES
PLAIN BLACK LEATHER, ACADEMY TYPE.
MUST BE POLISHABLE.
We expect all pupils to wear school shoes in
line with our uniform guidelines.
The guidelines on shoes is being strictly
enforced. Please see the examples shown if
you are unsure about acceptable shoe
styles.
If you have any queries about the
Academy Uniform Policy please see the
school website for clarification, or contact
the school office.

Social media use
The majority of our students equally have social
media accounts (despite most having a minimum age
of 13) so we must also advise acceptable use of all
social media platforms. The school offers lots of
advice on E-Safety and we would ask parents/carers
to check your child’s internet use regularly to ensure
that they are not putting themselves at risk.
Cyberbullying has become an issue nationally since
the mergence of Social Media and the school will not
tolerate unpleasant behaviour of any kind towards
our students. Whether in school or not, the school
can and will impart sanctions if a member of our
community is found to be cyberbullying.
Please contact a member of staff if you have any
concerns.
Plain black shoes
that can be
polished.

No trainer style,
canvas, elaborate
decoration, Velcro
or high heels.
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Our Chair of Governors can be contacted via admin@saint-martins.net

