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7th June 2018 
 

Dear Parent and carers 
 
On the 17th May we had a short Section 8 OFSTED inspection. A Section 8 inspection will never change the 
grading of a school but will have one of the following outcomes: 
 

 The school continues to be Good. 

 The school continues to be Good, however the inspectors feel that there has been significant progress 

since the last inspection and may now be Outstanding. The school will be informed that they will 

receive a longer (Section 5) inspection within 1-2 years to potentially change the schools grading to 

Outstanding. 

 There are serious concerns which will trigger a longer section 5 inspection and the school may be 

downgraded to Requires Improvement or Inadequate. 

 
I am delighted to report that the inspection team have recommended outcome 2. One of the main reasons for 
this recommendation is the progress our pupils make which puts us into the top schools nationally. Even after 
just two years of delivering GCSEs we are number 2 in the county for progress, we were the top performing 
school for progress in English and Maths at GCSE in 2017. On the old measure 5 or more of A*-C grades at 
GCSE, we have been top in Leicestershire ever since we began delivering GCSEs in 2016. 
 
‘Pupils make significantly more progress on average than pupils in other schools. The school was ranked in the 
top 20% (Actually we’re in the top 12%) of schools nationally in 2016 and 2017. Progress in English and 
Mathematics in 2016 and in 2017 was exceptionally high, and above average in some other subjects’. 
 
The inspectors noted that ‘Behaviour seen in lessons was impeccable’ and that ‘Pupils are taught well and they 
enjoy learning. They make rapid progress’. 
 
In the conversations inspectors had with us on the day, they were very impressed by our pupils, how charming, 
polite and mature they were. They were also very impressed with the quality of the curriculum and the way in 
which teachers stretched the learning of pupils. They were also very positive about the progress that all pupils 
make and particularly those pupils make who struggle with their learning. 
 
What was most impressive, I thought, was that, unlike many of my experiences of OFSTED, we deliberately did 
not put on a show but ran the day as a normal Saint Martin’s day. The inspectors therefore had an authentic 
experience of what it’s like to be at Saint Martin’s. 
 
Can I thank my staff who always work so hard to ensure the success of our pupils, my leadership team for their 
excellent support and our pupils who, with all our visitors, are always to charming, friendly and exceptionally 
well mannered. 
 
The report is available in the parents section of the website. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr C Wright 
Principal 

http://www.saint-martins.net/

