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18th May 2018 

Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
The use of social networking such as Instagram, Snapchat and Twitter has become increasingly popular over 
recent years and is now used by many students as a form of communication. Unfortunately, social networking 
can also be used inappropriately, and it is this abuse that must be recognised by parents/carers as a serious 
cause for concern.  
We have outlined below some of the consequences of social networking: 

 Children can find themselves being bullied even in the privacy of their own homes. This is extremely 
distressing and may result in students not wanting to come to school. 

 Children can fall victim to sending unpleasant and confrontational messages which then need to be 
addressed face-to-face. 

 Unpleasant individuals use social networking sites to find out information about young people that 
can be then used against them. 

 Minor disagreements are often worsened by social networking and can rapidly become major issues. 
This often results in other students becoming involved and intentions becoming misinterpreted or 
exaggerated.  

 Young people sometimes adopt a virtual character and present themselves inappropriately using 
offensive language and content. This is often very shocking for parents and carers. 

 Universities and employers carry out a detailed search into your internet/social media history and can 
see things that you may believe have been deleted. 

 Online gaming is the new forum of social media and children can be exposed to fraud, offensive 
language and beliefs through their chat functions. 

 
Access to social media is often via mobile phones and as parents/carers, naturally it is your responsibility to 
closely monitor how your child uses social media and act accordingly. Please remind your child that they should 
not take digital images or recordings of students or staff without consent – this is considerable misuse of 
personal technology. You are reminded that children should be over 13 to create a Facebook, Instagram or 
Snapchat account. The impact of students using social networking sites to send confrontational messages does 
impact on their school life and can be dealt with through school sanctions if deemed necessary.  
 
At Saint Martin’s we regularly address the issues of cyber-bullying and E-Safety with students and have strict 
policies/controls in place to try and prevent students making unhealthy decisions when it comes to their digital 
footprint. This ensures, where possible, that the students do not suffer from the effects of some of the above 
and we would ask for your continued support in this area. 
 
We have also added numerous advice and information links on our school website so please look through if 
you would like any more information.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you wish to discuss further. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr D Carton 
Assistant Principal 
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