Trinity Term 2018

NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of term we say farewell to our
lovely Year 11s and a number of staff. As you will see
later on in the Newsletter, the Year 11 Prom this year
was a great occasion, students looking stunning and
smart, arriving in everything from tractors to on
motor bikes. Thank you to our Head Boy and Girl, Joe
Burton and Talya Brooks along with their team for
organising. Talking of which, we had our election for
Head Girl and Head Boy last week. We had an
outstanding range of candidates this year, eight of
whom were shortlisted. Can I congratulate Kay-Leigh
Pereira, our new Head Girl, Will Wright, our new Head
Boy and their Deputies Molly Carey and Jack Dennis.
They will be assisted by Senior Prefects Elena
Chamberlain, Emma Palmer, Oliver Morgan and Reno
Rayvadero and Martha Vickers.

The competition was very close and all
the candidates gave superb speeches.
Well Done.

We say good bye to Mr Ray, one of our maths
department who has gained a promotion in a school
in Northamptonshire. Mrs Marston our science and
art technician is moving back up to Scotland and
Mrs Jeyes one of our superb teaching support staff is
retiring. Can I thank them all for their hard work and
commitment over the years to our pupils.
Next year will be the 70th anniversary of the
establishment of our school. Saint Martin’s is a
Dominican school, founded in 1948 by the Dominican
Sisters of St Catherine of Siena based in King William's
Town, South Africa as an independent girl's school.
Over our history we have become a co-educational
High School and now an 11-16 Academy (By the way,
you can find out more about our history on our
website if you’re interested). Next year, we will
therefore be marking our 70th anniversary in a
number of ways. One of the first will be the creation
of a new Chapel which the Bishop of Nottingham has
kindly agreed to open for us in September. Watch this
space for more information.
I hope you find our newsletter informative and
interesting, there have been numerous events and
trips over the course of this term. Can I thank our staff
for their dedication and commitment to our pupils in
not only providing opportunities like trips and events,
but also the day to day teaching which has such a
powerful impact on their academic success. As you
will be aware, we had OFSTED in earlier this term, and
they were very impressed by the quality of teaching,
the extraordinary curriculum that we deliver and the
wonderful pupils we have. We also have visitors on a
weekly basis (due to our results and growing
reputation) and the thing they all comment on is how
charming and polite our pupils are.

Wishing all our families a restful, safe and blessed
summer holiday.

C Wright
Principal

Retreat days -

It has been a busy term for the Catholic Life of our
school. We have had our first joint school Mass at St
Peter’s Hinckley, class liturgies in the chapel, Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament. A beautiful liturgy of
Thanksgiving for Year 11 to celebrate their five years at
St Martin’s. Prayers and painting of stones for Isla,
Year 7 & 8 retreat days, Mass for the Feast day of
Saint’s Peter & Paul and ‘Share the Journey’ when Year
7 were raising awareness of the plight of refugees.

Parish Mass

- The Trinity term started with our
students taking part in Sunday Mass at St Peter’s
Hinckley parish church. This liturgy had been prepared
by all three Catholic schools St Martin’s, St Peter’s
Hinckley and St Peter’s Earl Shilton. It was a joyful
occasion as we lead the parish in the Liturgy of the
Word and singing. It was an opportunity for the parish
and schools to come together and celebrate local
Catholic education.

Eucharistic Adoration -

The preparation for the
National Eucharistic Congress, held in Liverpool this
September, offers us as a Church the opportunity to
help Catholics of all ages to grow in a deeper
understanding of the Eucharist and of Eucharistic
Adoration. Eucharistic Adoration can help us to grow in
our relationship with Christ, and can deepen our
experience of the Mass and its impact on our lives.
Many young people have never had the experience of
Eucharistic Adoration but, when given the opportunity,
it can have a powerful effect on them. On the 19th April
students took part in a day of Adoration in the Chapel,
this gave our young people the opportunity to encounter Christ Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament. It
was a very reverent and blessed day in our school and
we look forward to doing it again very soon.

At the end of June
Year 7 & 8 had a
day off timetable
and took part in a
day’s retreat. The
theme
was
‘Vocation’
and
students took part
in
different
sessions led by
outside speakers
and staff. The
sessions were led
by the Vocations
Director for the Nottingham Diocese Fr Jonathan
Cotton, he spoke about the different qualities we have
and how we can use them in our vocations of
marriage, religious life, being parents and in our daily
work. Maggie Mairura from CAFOD ran a session on
the plight of refugees by taking them on a virtual
experience of a refugee family. Sue Nightingale, a
nurse from Birmingham, spoke to students about how
she sees her vocation as ‘An invitation from God’ to
help others. Lucy Chapman asked students to explore
and think about what they thought God’s plan for their
life is. Georgie O’Gara spoke about her experiences of
working in Lourdes, looking after sick and disabled
pilgrims when she was a teenager and how that
experience gave her a sense of what her vocation
should be in life and Mr Blissett spoke to students
about the important vocation of marriage and
parenthood. One student said ‘I had not really thought
about my life as a vocation to help others, I have really
enjoyed the opportunity to think about this’. Another
said ‘today has been good fun and has made me think
about my life more’.

School Choir and band – Our school choir have
gone from strength to strength this year with the
guidance and coaching of Mr Clay. The group have met
weekly to rehearse and learn new hymns. They sound
amazing and really bring liturgies, Masses and Acts of
Worship to life as we praise God. Thank you for all
your hard work and dedication.

Acts of Worship –

Many of our students have
done an amazing job this year in planning and
participating in the Catholic Life of our school,
especially in Acts of Worship. Our Chaplaincy Reps
have come to regular meetings with Mrs Dednum to
discuss how we can help others in works of charity,
outreach work and the prayer life of our school.
Students have been involved in planning, preparing
and taking part in of Acts of Worship. This has
happened in tutor time, in front of their year group
and the whole school in Masses and Acts of Worship.
Our Chaplaincy Reps have also reported to their House
groups the ideas and plans for future Acts of Worship,
one significant change in our school for September is
the change of House names. The reps presented the
lives and names of a number of Dominican Saint’s and
Blessed’s to their house groups. The students then
voted for their preferred holy people. The votes were
counted and the top five names will now become the
new names of the House groups reflecting our Dominic
heritage. Thank you to all our Chaplaincy Reps and all
students who have taken part in any way to enhance
the Catholic Life of our school through participating in
liturgies.

Year 7 Bosworth Walk –
Share the Journey
Over a 3 day period 4th, 5th & 6th July, 145 students
and 13 staff walked a cumulative distance of 1033.85
miles.
The walk enabled us to:
 Appreciate the beauty of the Leicestershire
countryside
 Journey back in time to 1485 and learn about one
of the most significant battles in English History
 Walk with a refugee and in doing so join the
journey campaign launched by Pope Francis
Each student walked with a named refugee and tried
to empathise with their journey of uncertainty. Our
journey was marked by glorious weather over the 3
days. We are grateful to Eddie, Trevor and Liz for
their enthusiasm and in depth knowledge as they
guided us around the battlefield site . In particular we
are grateful to Eddie for also accompanying the walk
to and from the battlefield over the 3 days. His
wealth of knowledge of the local countryside is a joy
to listen to.

Each day we started and ended with a prayer. The
students were tired and hungry and were so
appreciative of the shower, food and comfortable bed
they could go home to. We all realised that
for Manuel, Khodesa, David, Mohammed, Tahmima
and the thousands of other refugees or the move
there were no such luxuries to go home to.
We are all very proud of the walk that we did and our
eyes have certainly been opened up to Gods World in
so many ways.

We accepted a delivery of stationery goods this
week from Office Depot who gifted the school
with such items as exercise books, folders, pens,
highlighters, post-it notes and even cuddly toys.
All of these items were used to make up ‘goody
bags’ to be handed out to our new year 7 cohort
on their final transition day. Thank you to Karen
Oliver and everyone at Office Depot for
their generosity.
As a school community we have been very moved
about the story of Isla Tansey, a relative of one of
our students. Inspired by her courage and beautiful
smile, our Head of Art Ms Bray spent the day
painting Isla stones with our students. Ms Bray told
students about brave Isla, a seven-year-old with
terminal spinal cancer, and how Isla and her family
had started a campaign to decorate and hide stones.
Isla from Hinckley, has asked people to get involved
and says anyone who finds one should take a selfie
and post it on social media using #islastones. We
had a lovely day painting the stones whilst thinking
and praying for Isla and her family. Students
collected their stones at the end of the day and took
them home to hide; some are planning to keep
them until they go on holiday in the summer and
hide them further afield and abroad.
Our Year 7 & Year 8
students paint over
300 #Islastones to
help raise awareness
of childhood cancer.
Let us know if you
find one of our
stones by tagging our
facebook page
www.facebook.com/
stmartins.stokegolding

As a school community we wanted to support a
beautiful little girl who was very ill. Isla very sadly
passed way this week. Isla and her family are all in
our thoughts and prayers.

In the new school year we are changing the names of
the House groups to reflect our Dominican heritage.
Although our current House names, More, Knox, Stuart
and Newman have been with us for years, they have
little direct connection to our school. The new House
names are all Dominican’s who have led holy,
interesting and sometimes remarkably self-sacrificial
lives. Some are ‘Blessed’ and some are ‘Saints’.
"Blesseds" are those who have been beatified.
Beatification requires one attested miracle and allows
the beatified person to be venerated by his local
church. Becoming a Saint, or Canonization, requires
two attested miracles and allows veneration of the
saint by the universal Church.
The Dominican order that set up our school was
started by the Dominican Sisters of St Catherine of
Siena in 1948. They originally came from South Africa
to set up our school. The school, originally called
Blessed Martin in the Fields, later became Saint
Martin’s when the Dominican Lay Brother, Saint Martin
de Porres, was canonised.
Our Patron, Saint Martin de Porres, provides us with an
example of dedication and generosity. His example
also emphasises the importance of not being bound by
national, ethnic, or cultural barriers.
Our new House names along with a short biography of
each, are listed below:
Blessed Anna of the Angels
Blessed Anna was born in Arequipa,
Peru, in the year 1602 and in 1619
professed solemn vows in the
monastery of St. Catherine of Siena.
There she fulfilled the offices of
sacristan, mistress of novices and
prioress. She was completely taken up in
prayer with God, yet did not neglect the
needs of her neighbours. She died in
Arequipa on January 10, 1686.
Blessed Columba of Rieti
Columba
was
born
Angelella
Guardagnoli, the daughter of a poor
family in the Umbrian city of Rieti.
Legend states that when she was
born, angels gathered around her
house, singing, and that during
her baptism a dove flew down to the
font. From then on, no one referred to
her as Angelella, but as Columba (dove). Columba
became a Dominican tertiary at age 19. She was much
sought after as a spiritual counsellor. She worked with
the poor extensively in Perugia.

St Francis Fernandez
Francis entered the Dominican Order at the age of 17
and while still a deacon was sent to the Philippines to
do missionary work. He arrived in Manila in February
1631. Shortly after, he was ordained a priest.
Fernandez de Capillas was in the Philippines for 10
years, and In 1641, he was given permission to go
to Taiwan. He arrived in the Province of Fujian in
March 1642. There he joined the Dominicans, who had
survived earlier persecutions. For more than two years,
St. Francisco enjoyed a great period of evangelization.
While there, he also established a community of
the Third Order of St. Dominic.
On November 13, 1647, St. Francisco was captured
upon returning from administering the sacraments to a
sick person. He was taken to a local prison, where he
was tortured. He endured his sufferings in silence,
which surprised the judges and torturers. Fernandez
de Capillas was then taken to another prison for
those criminals under sentence of death. He was
admired even by his captors, who brought him food in
secret.
Blessed Giuseppe Girotti
Dominican priest who dedicated
his life to the study and
interpretation of Scriptures. After
the Nazi occupation of Italy
Bl. Girotti assisted many Jews by
arranging safe houses and
escape routes out of Italy. He was betrayed and
arrested on August 29th, 1944 and sent to the Dachau
concentration camp. He was martyred on Easter
Sunday April 1, 1945. He was declared Righteous
Among the Nations by Yad Vashem in 1995 and
beatified on April 26, 2014.
Blessed Alphonsus Navarrete
Alphonsus Navarrete was very young when he gave up
his inheritance to enter the Dominican Order in
Valladolid (Spain) and, after he had completed his
studies, was sent to the Philippine missions. The great
persecution had just begun in Japan, yet he was
determined and begged to be allowed to go to Japan.
Consequently, he was sent as superior of the mission.
The missionary career of Alphonsus was brief,
however, in the few years of his apostolate, his
accomplishment was immeasurable. He went about
teaching and baptizing the people. He began the
tremendous task of caring for the abandoned babies.
He also cared for the homeless which he supported
through the generosity of wealthy Spaniards.
When two priests were persecuted in Omura, Alphosus
went to Omura with the intention of rescuing the relics
of the martyrs and consoling the Christians. They were
captured on the way and were beheaded. Their bodies
were thrown into the sea.

The Rt Hon Nick Gibb MP, Minister of State for School
Standards visits Saint Martin’s
In May we hosted a visit from Nick Gibb, the School's
Minister who came to launch a new organisation, The
Midland Knowledge Schools Hub. The Hub is a
Midlands wide initiative set up by Saint Martin's to
provide a network for a growing interest in what is
usually called a ‘Knowledge-rich curriculum’. Nick Gibb
said ‘It is a pleasure to be at the launch of the Midland
Knowledge Hub. Today marks another milestone in the
movement to ensure that all children benefit from a
knowledge-rich curriculum’. He argued that this
approach to education was vital as it ensured that
‘every child – particularly those from disadvantaged
backgrounds – is endowed with the cultural capital
they need for success is at the heart of the movement.
A desire for social justice and equality of opportunity is
why we want a knowledge-rich curriculum for all
pupils. All pupils deserve a broad and balanced
curriculum that introduces them to the wonders of
physics, the majesty of music and the great works of
literature.’
A Knowledge Curriculum is short hand for an approach
that a growing number of schools are now
undertaking, in essence it ensures that discipline in a
school is not only impeccable, but that pupils are
taught to be extraordinarily charming and
well-mannered and that the curriculum is very
ambitious, for example Year 7s study Ovid, Homer,
advanced Science, high level Mathematics, Theology,
Philosophy and more. It also involves very traditional
teaching, teachers are the experts and their role is to
impart their expertise and love of their subject. The
success of Saint Martin’s, and the excellent results they
achieve at GCSE, is due to this approach There is a
huge focus on memory and pupils learning, off-byheart, lots of facts, quotes and other knowledge.
Memorisation and learning facts by rote has become
quite controversial in schools for many decades. Those
who advocate a Knowledge-rich curriculum argue that
without having lots of factual information embedded
in your long term memory, you cannot think deeply
about anything’. Mark Lehain, Director of ‘Parents and
Teachers for Excellence’ and who helped set up the
Hub said ‘try thinking about any sophisticated concept,
for example nuclear physics, without having lots of
factual information in your mind about the topic, it’s
impossible’.

On the Saturday after the launch, The Midland
Knowledge Schools Hub hosted its first Annual
Conference entitled, ‘What does a Knowledge-rich
school look like?’ Around 200 teachers and
educationalists from all over England, attended the
event at Saint Martin’s to share and learn about
schools and teachers who were very successfully
pioneering this approach to school improvement.
Although the Hub has been established by us at Saint
Martin’s, it is very outward looking and aims to provide
a network, not just in Leicestershire, but across the
Midlands, to support schools and teachers. We already
have teachers and schools involved in the movement,
from Nuneaton to Leicester, from Birmingham to Stoke
on Trent and numerous other places across the
region.

Mobile Phone Policy
Mobile phones are an integral part of the
modern world and we know that the
majority of students will own a mobile
phone. They are brilliant for parents/carers
outside of school so that you can keep in
touch with your children at all times.
As you know at Saint Martin’s students must
turn their mobile phones off once they arrive
on school premises and ensure they are
placed in their lockers until the end of the
day. There is zero tolerance on this, phones
will be confiscated for a minimum of 24
hours and must be collected by a parent/
carer. If a student has forgotten their locker
key they can hand their phone into the main
reception for safekeeping. The responsibility
of not getting a phone confiscated lies solely
with the student. If you wish not be
inconvenienced by having to collect your
child's phone, please ensure that they follow
the rules.

Over a 4 week period, our year 7 and 8 students read
books in order to raise money to support new books and
resident story tellers in in local children’s hospitals.
We have surpassed our target and raised over £1,200!
A huge thank you for the participation and support!
Prizes were awarded for reading the most books and
reading the most variety of reading materials in both
year 7 and year 8. Congratulations to Amicia Nelson
(year 7) and Max Pither (year 8) for winning the prize for
the most books read and congratulations to Kaitlin
Hosmer (year 7) and Katie Daniels (year 8) for winning
the prize for the most variety of reading materials read.

“Central to raising standards in education
and ensuring all pupils can fulfil their
potential is an assumption so widely
understood that it is insufficiently stated –
pupils need to attend school to benefit from
their education. Missing out on lessons leaves
children vulnerable to falling behind. Children
with poor attendance tend to achieve less in
both primary and secondary school. ”.
DfE guidelines, 2016
At Saint Martin’s Catholic Academy our ethos is one
of commitment to the improvement of attendance
within the school. There is clear evidence that
students whose attendance is higher have a greater
opportunity to secure their full potential, in terms of
both their emotional and academic progress.
As with every aspect of Saint Martin’s we have the
highest expectations of our students and therefore
we expect all to strive for 100% attendance. We
review the attendance of all our students weekly
and will provide you with attendance letters if your
child’s attendance becomes a cause for concern.
Consequently, we like to work closely with parents/
carers, knowing your continued support will enable
your child to ensure that they have the best
opportunity to attend and to achieve.
There are a number of ways that parents/carers can
assist in this:
 Where possible, make all appointments after
school hours (Your child’s attendance is crucial
during morning registration 8.50 – 9.00 AM &
afternoon registration 13.55 – 14.15PM)

Mrs Frith entered a competition run by The School
Library Association and has been awarded a piece of
original artwork by multi-award winning illustrator and
author Chris Riddell. The Piece will by displayed outside
the library for all of our students and staff to enjoy.



Refrain from taking your child out for holidays in
term time, in line with Government legislation



In the case of illness, send your child to school
unless it is contagious. If you are in doubt, please
contact reception



As always, we appreciate your co-operation,
working together to ensure the best possible
future for your child.

Year 11 Portraiture with a range of
themes including Frozen, Contrast
and Person of Importance.

This year the Year 11 Prom took place at Sketchley
Grange Hotel. It was supported by the majority of
the year group and special thanks should be
awarded to the following girls who made up the
Prom Committee: - Talya Brooks (Head Girl),
Eden Gabriel , Marta de la Calle, Jade Taylor,
Sophie Jones, Chloe Mann and Harriet Taylor.
They worked alongside current staff and were
supported by Doreen Rose (former Teaching
assistant) to organise the event.

The event was a great success which welcomed back
Mr Burns to celebrate with his former tutor group.
Father Frank was also very pleased to be invited and
asked to say grace before the evening meal, which
was then followed by speeches from Joe Burton
(Head Boy) and Talya Brooks (Head Girl). Various
presentations were made and the night concluded
with disco entertainment which saw many of the
attendees take to the dance floor.
Special thanks must be given to all the staff that
attended, without whom, the prom would not have
taken place.

With Special Thanks to

To buy your photos go to the link provided below.
You will need the password StMartins2018 which is
case sensitive.
https://alisonpaulphotography.pixieset.com/prom/
To purchase non-watermarked images, simply add
an image to your cart. You also have the option to
buy 5 digital images for the price of four. Various
sized hard copy prints are available.

On Monday 18th of June and Tuesday the 19th June
Miss Knights and Mr Bevan visited Saint Peters
primary school in Hinckley to do some science with
the year 6 pupils who will be joining us in September.
They studied the topic of electricity having a look at
what charge is and how electricity flows in a circuits.
It was a hair rising experience.
The students were then challenged with using this
Knowledge to create an electric light up game. Mr
Bevan and Miss knights returned to judge the final
products and were impressed by all of the entries
that they saw. Prizes were
awarded
for
Design,
Explanation,
Ingenuity,
Tenacity and advertising.

Saint Martin's students continue to be very successful in
the UK Mathematics Challenges. In this years
Intermediate (Years 9 and 10) Challenge we entered 59
students and achieved 8 gold certificates, 6 silver
certificates and 18 bronze certificates.
Six students achieved excellent marks and progressed to
the "Kangaroo", a follow up round where the questions
get significantly more challenging and one student
achieved sufficiently high marks to be entered for the UK
Maths Olympiad.
In the "Grey Kangaroo" (Year 9) Mark Marritt and
George Wright achieved a "Qualification" grade, both
with scores of 91 whilst Adam Preedy Scored 101 and
achieved a "Merit". A superb result. Well done.
In the "Pink Kangaroo" (Year 10) Charlie Musson
achieved a "Qualification" with a score of 30 and Emma
Palmer score 73 and was awarded a "Merit".
Congratulations to you both.
Ashton Mitchell was unable to take part due to illness
but deserves congratulations for reaching the Kangaroo
round.
Jack Dennis in Year 10 reached the Hamilton Olympiad
where he scored 47 out of 60 achieving a "Distinction"
and a Medal. This places Jack in the top 100
mathematics students in the UK. Magnificent result.
Congratulations Jack.
Significant preparation is required for students to be
successful. Thank you and congratulations to all the
students who took part.
The Junior Maths Challenge for Year 7 and 8 students
takes place on 26th April. We will be entering
approximately 65 students.

DE MONTFORT UNIVERSITY
GIFTED AND TALENTED EASTER SCHOOLS
3rd – 6th April 2018
140 Leicester young people came together to take
part in four days of art, dance, drama, health studies
and law as part of De Montfort University (DMU)
Gifted and Talented programme. Six students from
Saint Martin’s secured places and gave up part of their
Easter holiday to experience life at university and
indulge their academic passions. The days were full to
the brim with exciting activities and unique
workshops. The grand finale was a celebration lunch
followed by the students performing, presenting and
exhibiting their hard work.
Saint Martin’s are extremely proud that a number of
students were selected and so very grateful for the
support from family and friends (students were
required to travel to and from the university each
day). The Gifted and Talented Schools have been set
up to inspire and further educate Year 10 students on
specific subjects in a university environment. The
students are provided with the opportunity to
develop skills and knowledge by utilising DMU’s
fantastic facilities whilst working alongside some of
the university’s top academics and students.
One student remarked ‘I really enjoyed the challenge
of the week. I was able to use the skills learnt in
drama at school and through the experience out of
school. The event was beneficial and hopefully will
help with my planned progression post Saint
Martin’s.
PEMBROKE COLLEGE
Tuesday, 1st May 2018
Year 9 students had the opportunity to spend a day at
Pembroke College, College. The event is to encourage
students to consider future plans at university level
and to be aware that it is an option and not to be
afraid by the idea. Instead, Saint Martin’s recognises
the needs of students who have the potential to gain
places at the most competitive and prestigious higher
education institutions and to aim high. One student
remarked ‘subsequent to the visit, I had intentions of
going to university but Cambridge bolstered my
ambitions’. Another student commented ‘it made me
realise that there is a lot of work in a little time’.
The day consisted of an introduction to higher
education and the University of College. Two current
students shared their experience of attending

Pembroke College and answered questions. Lunch
was enjoyed in the college’s dining room and after this
the students visited the nearby Museum of
Archaeology and Anthropology. This is free to visit and
houses one million artefacts made by people across
the world throughout two million years of human
history.
DE MONTFORT UNIVERSITY – YEAR 7
Wednesday, 2nd May 2018
Year 7 students were able to attend De Montfort
University. In total, thirty students spent the morning
developing problem solving skills as well as enjoying a
tour of the campus and experience a university
lecture theatre. All acquired valuable teamwork skills
by participating in a ‘Build a Tower’ activity. Student
Ambassadors were available to support the students
plus share their university experience. The purpose of
the trip is to raise awareness and aspirations for
young people from all those who have the capacity to
benefit from university. Saint Martin’s aim to
empower all students with academic ability and
personal skills.
DE MONTFORT UNIVERSITY – YEAR 8
Wednesday, 16th May 2018
Year 8 students had the opportunity to spend a day at
De Montfort University working with both staff and
undergraduate students. The aim is to promote and
provide the opportunity of successful participation in
higher education to everyone who can benefit from it.
The interactive event focused on providing students
with a practical learning experience of the key life
skills that are required by university students such as
communication, teamwork and budgeting. For each
visit for Year 8s, a lecture is delivered and this year it
was ‘senses’ with Saint Martin’s students volunteering
to assist. There was a campus tour and this proved to
be very popular; especially the Vijay Patel Building
which houses the faculty of Art, Design and
Humanities. Budgeting was interesting with some
choosing to spend every penny whilst others
preferring to save. Most selected to stay in
‘budget’ (no en-suite) accommodation.

NCS – SAINT MARTIN’S 2018
Year 11 is an exciting year for many students for many
different reasons. This year many are finishing off the
academic year in style and heading out on their NCS
(National Citizen Service) journey. This fantastic
opportunity is available for all Year 11s and is proven
to build confidence, extend their social circle, increase
life skills and improve personal statements.
For a sneak peak of what summer 2019 could look like
for your young person please like and follow
https://www.facebook.comActivateLeicestershireNCS/

where there will be real time updates throughout this
summer! Have a look at http://www.ncsyes.co.uk/ for
the official information and testimonials from
participants and parents!
FUTURES EVENT
Tuesday, 26th June
Saint Martin’s held their Futures Event on 26th June.
This provided the opportunity for students, parents
and carers to meet a great deal of different employers
and staff from education in the same place. The hall
was buzzing with a number of employers and
apprenticeship providers along with the armed forces.
Companies such as Aldi, Rolls-Royce, NHS and
Galliford Try all were represented. Whilst in the dining
room, there were two colleges, three universities and
staff from seven sixth form schools/colleges. Saint
Martin’s were so grateful for the participants giving
up their time. This makes a big difference to our
students and their important decision making. A
parent remarked ‘very pleased to see this event at
Saint Martin’s, so vital for our young people’ and a
parent kindly telephoned to express her thanks but
also to say how beneficial the excellent evening had
been for her son.

World of Work – WOW Day’
Thursday, 5th July 2018
As Year 10 students begin to think in more detail
about what they will do when they will be leaving
Saint Martin’s, a taster day is the opportunity to
experience and explore some of the options that will
be available to them. This year, students were able to
visit JC6 or Brooksby Melton College. Both visits
provided valuable insights for all. JC6 held a full
timetable of taster sessions and students could select
their favoured four. On offer were a number of
subjects that will be new for A Level or BTEC including
Public Services, Economics, the popular choice of
Sociology/Psychology and Media Studies. Students
had full access to the JC6’s Cafe6 at break and
lunchtime.

Fifteen students visited Brooksby Melton College who
are committed to provide specialist vocational
qualifications. These are a perfect way to develop
your skills, knowledge and confidence and most
importantly, help students to gain their dream job.
The Melton campus has welcomed improved facilities
for performing arts, media, childcare with new social
spaces and catering facilities and much more including
large hair and beauty salons. The Brooksby campus
has benefitted from an extension of the state-of-theart animal care centre and equine yards as well as
new student accommodation and new multi-purpose
sports hall and all weather 3G pitch. Open evenings
and taster days for the college will be advertised on
their website, plus Saint Martin’s will signpost all
dates.
Events for Year 11s will be held during the
Michaelmas term, one key event will be the Hinckley
‘Post 16 Options after GCSEs’ Evening. JC6 will be
hosting this event on Thursday, 25th October (a date
for your diary).
‘World of Work WOW’ days will be held from
Monday, 9th July until Wednesday, 11th July. More
details will be available on our website and appear in
the next newsletter.

Saint Martin’s is a safeguarding community where:

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

‘Everyone sees Everyone hears Everyone is responsible’

Saint Martin’s is committed to working in
partnership with parents/carers to safeguard and
promote the welfare of children and to support all
families if they are in need. We are
committed to working with parents and carers
positively, openly and honestly.
The Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) are:
Dane Carton, Loraine Lynch-Kelly,
Diana Isherwood and Carmel Jones
The Safeguarding Governor is: Jim Connolly
Main Principles
 The school will ensure that the welfare of
children is given paramount consideration when
developing and delivering all school activity.
 All children, regardless of age, gender, ability,
culture, race, language, religion or sexual
identity, have equal rights to protection.
 All staff have an equal responsibility to act on
any suspicion or disclosure that may suggest a
child is at risk of harm in accordance with this
guidance.
 All pupils and staff involved in child protection
issues will receive appropriate support from the
senior management of the school who will
follow this policy guidance in doing so.

Parents / Carers are welcome to contact the
school at any time. In the first instance you
should speak to your child's House Tutor if you
have any questions or concerns. Please be
considerate of the fact that, in most cases,
our House Tutors are members of teaching
staff and will be in lessons for most of the
school day as well as having break or
lunchtime duty, or be responsible for bus
duty after school. Therefore we kindly ask
that you give at least 24 hours for staff to
return your call. If the matter requires an
urgent response please inform our office staff
who will be happy to ensure that your enquiry
is dealt with at the earliest opportunity.

23rd August 2018

GCSE Results day

29th August

School opens for Michaelmas Term

30th August

School opens for Michaelmas Term

24th September

Open Evening

(Year 7 only)

(All Year Groups)

Half Term Monday 15th October-Friday 19th October
22nd October

INSET (School closed to students)

1st November

All Saints Mass

15th November

Prize Giving Evening

7th November

Christmas Fayre

21th December

School Closes for Christmas Break

School Opens for Lenten Term on
Tuesday 8th January 2019 for all year groups

Please Note
Saint Martin’s Catholic Academy is
committed to providing a
working and learning environment
that is free from abuse.
Please respect all of our staff members.
Verbal abuse of staff by parents or
visitors will not be tolerated
and action will be taken if this occurs.
For the protection of our staff, phone
calls may be recorded.

Prizes for our Christmas Raffle will be gratefully received during
October and November. If you have any gifts that you would like to
donate, please speak to Mrs Trotman in the office or drop them into
the school. Thank you

Handball
After Year 8 Girls and Boys won the local Hinckley &
Bosworth Schools tournament they then went on to
represent the area at the Leicestershire Handball
Tournament at Crown Hills. It was the girls turn first
on an extremely warm day in April. The girls won all
their matches with some amazing defending by Macy
Norton and Darcey Hyam. It was then the boys turn
and after some outstanding games they just missed
out on a place in the final.
The girls then went on to represent Leicestershire
and travelled to Derby Arena in May. All of the girls
had just been on the Barton Hall Netball weekend so
were extremely tired. However, after a slow first
match, they managed to get into the semi-final
playing Belvoir High. All of the girls played “out of
their skins” and drew 1-1 after extra time, resulting in
penalties. After an astounding 16 penalties each
Belvoir scored and
went through to
the final.
A massive well
done to all of the
girls, particularly
Angel (goalkeeper)
Macy,
Angel,
Maddie, Darcey,
Jess, Katie, and
Emily (Year 7).
Indoor Athletics
In March our Year
7 Boys represented Hinckley at The School Spring
Games in Loughborough.
This is an amazing
opportunity for anyone who gets to go to the Spring
Games. All the best sports people in Leicestershire
attend. The boys knew that this was going to be hard.
We started on the track and seemed to be getting a
lot of 3rd and 4th places. However, the boys did not
let this bother them and performed unbelievably in
the field events. We then had to wait until the end to
see where we had come overall. There were 10
schools that had qualified in Leicestershire and as
they were counting down from 10 we were getting
very nervous!! After sitting there with crossed
fingers, the boys were crowned CHAMPIONS!!!
Well done boys – Joe Ibbitson, Tom Daminet, Harry
Palmer, Joe Pointon, Jack Billett, Caide
Deacon-Stubbs, Oliver Cheshire and Cole-Roy
Bennett.

Rounders
Summer term for the girls has been very busy with
Rounders Tournaments. All of the girls have given up
a lot of time to train after school. They all did really
well, especially playing in such hot conditions,
however, we just need to be able to hit that ball a bit
further!!!! Girls get practicing over the holidays on
the beach!! The results were as follows:
Year 7 – 2nd
Year 8 – 5th
Year 9 – 2nd
Year 10 – 4TH
Athletics
Summer term is always busy with Athletics and this
year has been no different. Lots of students have
attended after school athletics practices which has
been fantastic, hopefully next year we will get more
and hopefully try to win our local Westfield
competition.
We started off with English Schools Track and Field
Cup at Saffron Lane. We took Year 7/8 Boys and Year
9/10 girls. We were up against some really tough
competition and out of eight schools in both age
groups came 4th in both.
Then came Area Sports taking 86 pupils to Saffron
Lane on an extremely hot day! We have some very
talented athletes at St Martins, with some amazing
results. The best results of the day came from
Hannah Burton, Molly Carey, Rheims Hanford and
Elise Cook-Sutton who were all chosen to represent
Hinckley and invited to the County Championships on
Saturday 9th June.
At the County Championships Hannah Burton went
on to win the 80m hurdles in an amazing close race.
Kieran Coleman-Smith also won the 3000m and will
be now representing Leicestershire at English
Schools. Good luck Kieran!
The last event was Westfield Sports Day at Pingles
Leisure Centre. Once again we took a large number
of students. This event includes all our local high
schools. We knew the results were going to be very
close and just missed out on winning the overall
trophy to Market Bosworth High. Well done to
everyone who has taken part in athletics this term.

Softball
Saint Martin’s school hosted this year’s Hinckley and
Bosworth Championships and the boys team finished
runners up. There may have been only two teams in
the tournament but it was a great insight of where to
make improvements ahead of next years tournament.

Swimming – Carys O’Reilly has qualified for the British
Championships in July in Sheffield for breastroke and
IM and is ranked very high for her age group. Macy
Norton has qualified for the English Championships in
Sheffield August for breastroke. Good luck girls!

Individual Performances

BMX Racing – William Goode is heading to the South of
France in July to compete for Great Britain at the European Championships. He has been competing in the
National BMX Series throughout the year and last
month took a national round win up in Scotland. He
will finish the National Series season in Huncote as
they host the final rounds on 29th-30th September.
Good luck Will!

Gymnastics – Ellie Burdett performed at the British
Gymnastics Regional Team competition at Birmingham
Arena. Out of 26 competitors Ellie completed 2 amazing routines and came 3rd, bronze medallist. This
means Ellie is now 3rd in the country in her category
and age group. Ellie has now qualified to compete at
Nottingham Arena on 6-8th July. Good luck Ellie.

Trips
Equipment for lessons
All students should be equipped to work every day
with a pencil case containing black/blue pens, pencils,
a pencil sharpener, an eraser, a ruler, a green pen.
A scientific calculator may also be required for certain
lessons. If a student does not have these basic items
then they may receive a behaviour point. Replacement
items can be bought during the school day from the
Library.

Coursework
It is extremely important that students meet
coursework deadlines set by the school and also be
prepared for whatever the conditions of the
coursework are. These are set out by the exam board
including the tasks involved in the course. Provision of
all coursework materials will also need to be provided
by parents, your support with this is vital. If the course
requires a text book, it will need to be purchased to
support in class learning. This isn't optional as those
without will be at a disadvantage.

Drop off and Pick up Arrangements
We have received a lot of messages this year regarding
changes to pick up routines which can be a timely task.
Could we ask that where possible, arrangements are
made before the school day with your child.

All trips are payable through our Parentmail system.
Places are usually allocated on a first come, first serve
basis. Some trips can become oversubscribed and
places may then be allocated based on behaviour.

Contact details
Please ensure your child writes up to date contact
numbers in their planner so that if they need to
contact home this can do done quickly.
Can we ask that should your address or contact details
change that you notify the school immediately as it
can be a safeguarding matter if we need to get hold of
you.

Pastoral care
Pastoral care is part of every pupil’s entitlement in
their school life. It can be defined as the promotion of
pupils’ personal and social development and the
fostering of positive attitudes to school, learning, other
members of the community and oneself. Pastoral care
is central to academic achievement. A child who is
emotionally and physically healthy is better able to
reach their full potential.
The school is a community in which each person is
valued as an individual.
The form tutor has prime duty of care for the
members of their form, being the first port of call for
concerns relating to your child. If you have specific
questions relating to a certain department then the
form tutor will be able to direct you.

Uniform
We just wanted to remind have the highest
expectations regarding school uniform, behaviour
and work ethic and there will be zero tolerance of
any non compliance. Where there is pride in
appearance and good behaviour, by implication,
there is a positive attitude to learning. If a student
chooses not to adhere to our School
Uniform Policy then sanctions will apply. Which can
include afterschool detentions and inclusions. Our
uniform unites all members of the community and
therefore must be adhered to by all members of the
community
Students will have 48 hours to correct any issues
before sanctions are given. If you have any queries
regarding uniform purchases or choices please
contact the school.
May we remind all parents/carers and students of
the following:
 Shirts must be tucked in at all times and ALL
buttons fully fastened.
 Ties done up properly.
 Skirts must be knee length
 Trousers cannot be skinny fit.
 Blazers are always worn, unless permission is
given to remove it.
 Jewellery of any description may not be worn in
school, including earrings. This rule applies to girls
and boys. Watches may be worn.
 Extremes of hairstyle, including unnatural colours
or shaved sides, are not permitted. The Principal
will be the final arbiter of what counts as
'extreme'.
 Make-up (including thick eye brows) or nail
varnish must not be worn in school. If make-up or
nail varnish is used, students will be asked to
remove it. False, acrylic, or gel nails are not
allowed for health and safety reasons.
SHOES
PLAIN BLACK LEATHER, ACADEMY TYPE.
MUST BE POLISHABLE.
We expect all pupils to wear school shoes in line with
our uniform guidelines.
The guidelines on shoes is being strictly enforced.
Please see the examples shown if you are unsure
about acceptable shoe styles.
If you have any queries about the Uniform Policy
please see the school website for clarification, or
contact the school office.

Sanctions
As a parent / carer of a Saint Martin’s students we
have appreciated your full support in maintaining
exceptional standards of behaviour by ensuring your
child understands and adheres to all of our school
rules and policies. Any sanctions that occur from
poor behaviour, lacking equipment, incorrect
uniform etc. are the sole
responsibility of the students. There is no option to
opt out of after school detentions, whether they be
same night or next day, if this sanction is used. Saint
Martin’s also holds no responsibility for getting
students home if we put them in detention as per
Section 5 of the 1997 Education Act in choosing a
school that uses this form of sanction you are
agreeing to support its use when deemed necessary.

Social media use
The majority of our students equally have social
media accounts (despite most having a minimum age
of 13) so we must also advise acceptable use of all
social media platforms. The school offers lots of
advice on E-Safety and we would ask parents/carers
to check your child’s internet use regularly to ensure
that they are not putting themselves at risk.
Cyberbullying has become an issue nationally since
the mergence of Social Media and the school will not
tolerate unpleasant behaviour of any kind towards
our students. Whether in school or not, the school
can and will impart sanctions if a member of our
community is found to be cyberbullying.
Please contact a member of staff if you have any
concerns.

Trinity Term 2018

Our Chair of Governors can be contacted via admin@saint-martins.net

