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31st August 2018 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to the new academic year and new term. An especially warm welcome to our new families 
who have joined us this year. We now have well over 700 pupils at Saint Martin’s, having grown from 
under 300 just over four years ago. To accommodate the growing number of pupils, we have had four 
new classrooms built over the summer holidays and we have recruited a number of new staff. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Year 7s have spent the week in our Saint Martin’s Boot Camp, altogether a six day programme 
teaching pupils the Saint Martin’s way which can be summarised as ‘working hard and being kind’. 
The characteristics of kindness, good manners, charm, hard work and politeness are core to our ethos 
at Saint Martin’s.  Our mission is that pupils will learn ‘The best that has been thought and said and 
know that they are loved by God’, combining academic success with a belief that they have been 
chosen for a special purpose and are loved.  I have to say, so far, our new Year 7 pupils have been 
amazingly lovely and are immaculately behaved. A brilliant start, well done to them all.  
 
GCSE Results 

The fruit of our academic focus and ambition is to ensure 
exam success at GCSE (as well as ensuring we have 
charming students who leave us at the end of Year 11). I 
am pleased to report that again we have produced some 
excellent GCSE results this year. Almost 82% of our pupils 
achieved a pass in both English and Maths (Grade 4, the 
new equivalent to a C). Almost 90% of pupils archived a 
pass in English which is an extraordinary result by national 
standards.  
 
 

 
 

New members of Staff: 
Mr Cassidy– Assistant Head of Maths 
Mr Law - History/Divinity 
Mrs May - Geography 
Mr Parker - Maths 
Mrs Walton– Art & Food Technician 
Mr Richards – Learning Support Assistant 
Mrs Paterson – Learning Support Assistant 
Mrs Moore – Learning Support Assistant 
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Education at Saint Martin’s for 70 Years 
Saint Martin’s has now been established as a 
school for 70 years. In 1947 Mother General 
Demetria Hemmer of the King William’s Town 
Dominican Order, accompanied by Mother 
Alacoque Brien, came to Hinckley from South 
Africa on a tour of Dominican Houses in 
Europe. During their stay in England they paid 
a visit to Stoke Lodge, Captain W Robertson’s 
Estate which was being offered for sale. The 
Order bought the estate and set up a new 
school called ‘Blessed Martin in the Fields’. 
The original house is pictured here, although 
this was eventually demolished due to dry rot 
and the current school was built on an 
adjacent area of the estate.  The original school opened its doors in September 1948.  

 
To mark this 
anniversary, we 
will be having 
various events and 
other initiatives to 
mark the occasion. 
One of the first is 
the creation of a 
new school chapel 

which will be opened by the Bishop later this month. 
Also, to mark our Dominican heritage, we have 
renamed the school Houses after Dominican’s who 
have led remarkable lives. 
 
Expectations, Ethos, Achievement and Behaviour 
points 
As I have already mentioned, we have exceptional 
standards at Saint Martin’s and we believe that part of 
a child’s education is helping pupils to develop and 
instil habits that will enable them to become successful 
and virtuous people.  
 
By sending a child to Saint Martin’s a parent or carer is 
explicitly choosing a Christian school where all pupils 
are expected to work hard and be exceptionally well 
behaved and polite.  
 
Aristotle, the Greek philosopher said ‘“We are what we 
repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a 
habit.” In other words, we are not naturally 
conscientious, polite, kind and so on. We only become 
these things if we continually persist in practicing 
these virtues until they become a habit and part of our 
nature.  

New House Names 

 Blessed Anna of the Angels  

She was born in Peru (like St Martin), she 

was a nun and led a life of prayer and 

compassion. 

 

 Saint Francis Fernandez 

St Francis was a missionary priest who was 

martyred for being a Christian in China.  

 

 Blessed Giuseppe Girotti  

He was a priest who helped save many Jews 

during World war II. He was eventually 

betrayed and martyred in the Dachau 

concentration camp in 1945. 

 

 Blessed Alphonsus Navarrete  

He was a missionary priest who was 

martyred in Japan in 1617. Among his works, 

we cared for abandoned babies and the 

homeless.  

 

 Blessed Columba of Rieti  

She was an Italian Sister who worked 

with the poor.  
 

 

http://www.saint-martins.net/


 

Principal: Mr C. Wright, St Martin’s Catholic Voluntary Academy, Stoke Golding, Nr. Nuneaton, Warwickshire CV13 6HT 
Tel: 01455 212386     Fax: 01455 212046    Email:  admin@saint-martins.net    

www.saint-martins.net Twitter: @stmartin1963 

We try to instil good habits in our young people in many ways, but one of the ways is through the 
Achievement and Behaviour Points system. At Saint Martin’s, receiving an odd behaviour point is not 
significant; they can be given for relatively minor things as a way to remind a pupil and tweak 
behaviour. Effective people are organised, a good plumber doesn’t turn up to a job without his or her 
tools. In the same way, a good student won’t turn up to a lesson without their equipment or books. 
If they forget, they will get a behaviour point (There are no consequences for one or two points) as a 
way to tweak their behaviour for next time. It is only when a pupil accumulates a number of points 
that there are any repercussions. All pupils will get behaviour points at some point, even the best 
pupils will occasionally get a point as none of us are perfect.  
 
So, through Achievement and Behaviour Points we are trying to instil habits to make and help to 
ensure our pupils are organised, conscientious, polite, hardworking and so on. Never worry about 
your son or daughter getting the odd behaviour point, it is only when a pupil develops a pattern of 
poor behaviour that concerns are then revised. 
 
Uniform 
Can I direct parents to the uniform area of the school website in case you have not already seen it. 
We expect all pupils to follow the uniform rules, which include skirts at knee length, appropriate shoes 
and trousers and no jewellery. For more guidance follow this link: www.saint-martins.net/uniform  
 
Homework 
Homework at Saint Martin’s is very straightforward, basic homework each night is at least: 

 20 minutes Knowledge Organiser memorisation (Your child has been taught how to do this) 

 20 minutes Maths practice (Set by the maths teacher) 

 20 minutes reading (Their normal reading book) 

Please encourage your child to read, it is a huge support in helping your son or daughter become a 
highly literate person.  
 
Finally, this September we are joining a large multi-academy, the Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic 
Multi-Academy Trust which includes all the Catholic Schools in Leicestershire. In practical terms, it 
will make very little difference, although being part of a large group of schools means we can access 
more support. We may even potentially have the capacity to develop some of the buildings and other 
facilities we lack, having converted from a school not designed as a full range secondary school. 
 
May I wish you and your families every blessing for the coming school year, I am immensely grateful 
for the supportive parents we have, and also for your children who are a delight to have here at Saint 
Martin’s. 
 
With every blessing, 
 
 
 
 
C. Wright 
Principal 
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