
Year Eight Curriculum Intent Sheet RED (Religious Education Directory) 

 

 

We start our journey in faith at Saint Martin’s by studying an introductory topic ‘Welcome to Divinity’ 

knowledge powerpoint that outlines our Mission and Vision in Diivnity; we want you to be ‘Pilgrims of 

Hope’; ‘Builders of Peace’ and ‘Ordinary people called to be Saints’ our CMAT vision for our St Thomas 

Aquinas feast day 2024. We want you to know our Mission Statement, our Virtues; the importance of 

our Dominican charisms, to know about the Word of God, to learn about our faith and how we live 

out Catholic Social Teaching in our lives and in the subjects you learn so that you can begin to make 

connections to enable you to be the best version of yourself. (St Catherine of Sienna “Be who God 

meany you to be and you will set the world on fire”; St Thomas Aquinas “The things we love tell us 

what we are”; “It is better to illuminate than to shine”, how we can be like St Martin de Porres today 

and promote racial justice to all that we meet ; the importance of our school badge and why ‘Veritas’, 

Truth enables us as Jesus said, “I have come so that you can live life to the full 10:10 by following 

Jesus’s example, “I am the Way, the Truth and the life; no one come to the Father except through me.” 

Jn 14:6.  

Through our time at Saint Martin’s we try to live out Bishop Patrick’s themes of ‘Encounter’, 

‘Discipleship’ and ‘Missionary Discipleship’. 

Encounter and dialogue with other faiths is crucial to building a better world so you will 
learn the key points of major world faiths in a Interfaith Knowledge Booklet which we will 
use during Interfaith Week in Divinity in November. We will look at extracts from the 
Bishops of England and Wales document ‘Love the Stranger’ which places the human being 
at the heart of our pastoral outreach, looking beyond statistics and policies to the person – 
each with a name, a face and a story. To look at Meeting God in Friend and Stranger. This 

document is from the Bishops of England and Wales and is to help us to “foster respect and 
mutual understanding between the religions”.  
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2018/11/MGFS-working-materials.pdf  
 

 

RED Unit 1 Islam _ Dialogue and Encounter 

KO 

Islam Knowledge Organiser Year 8  
 
1.Allah The Arabic word for God  
2.monotheism Belief in 1 God  
3.mosque The place of worship for Muslims; it literally means ‘place of prostration’  
4.Muhammad The final prophet sent by God, to whom God revealed messages(revelations) 
about what people should believe and how they should live their lives.  
5.prophet A messenger of God  
6.Qur’an The holy book of Islam, which Muslims believe contains the word of God; it literally 
means recitation  
7.revelation  A message revealed by God to humans  
8.Mecca A city in present day Saudi Arabia; Muhammad was born here in 570CE  

Curriculum Implementation Year 8   

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2018/11/MGFS-working-materials.pdf


9.Medina One of the main cities in Arabia in the time of Muhammad (originally called 
Yathrib)  
10.polytheism Belief in many gods  
11.Ramadan The ninth month of the Islamic year (which is based on the moon)   
12.surah A chapter of the Qu’ran; there are 114 surahs in total  
13.Constitution of Medina The laws passed by Muhammad in Yathrib when he and his 
followers first settled there  
14.Hijrah The emigration of Muhammad and his followers to Yathrib (Medina) in 622CE  
15.Idol A picture or object that people worship as part of their religion  
16.Ka’aba A holy site in Mecca which Muhammad dedicated to God after destroying its 360 
idols.  
17.caliph The Arabic word for leader of the whole Muslim community after the death of 
Muhammad; it literally means successor. Sunni Muslims call the first four caliphs ‘Rightly 
Guided Caliphs’  
18.Caliphate The Islamic community ruled over by the caliph  
19.Shi’a A smaller group of Muslims who believe that Ali and his descendants should have 
succeeded Muhammad as leaders of Islam.  
20.Sunni The majority (about 85 per cent) of Muslims across the world who believe that the 
Rightly Guided Caliphs were rightful successors of Muhammad.  
21.hafiz Someone who has memorised the Qur’an (a man is a hafiz and a woman is called a 
hafiza)  
22.99 names of God 99 characteristics of God used by Muslims to try to describe what God 
is like  
23.shirk The Arabic word for the sin of worshipping anything other than God  
24.tawhid Belief in the oneness of God  
25.Five Pillars Five important acts of worship in a Muslim’s life, which form the basis of the 
faith  
26.hajj A pilgrimage to Mecca  
27.pilgrimage A journey taken to a place of religious importance.   
28.salah Prayers that Muslims must perform five times a day.  
29.sawn Fasting during the month of Ramadan.  
30.Shahadah The Muslim declaration of faith- there is no god but God, and Muhammad is 
his messenger  
31.ummah The global community of Muslims  
32.zakah The act of giving 2.5 percent of your savings to charity  
33.adhan The call to prayer  
34.mihrab An alcove in a mosque wall showing the direction of Mecca  
35.minaret A mosque tower on a mosque from which the Muezzin traditionally gives the 
adhan  
36.minibar A platform in a mosque from which the imam delivers his sermon  
37.muezzin a person responsible for performing the adhan in a mosque  
38.prostrating Bowing with part of the body above the knees touching the floor, such as the 
hands  
39.wudu Ritual washing before prayer  
40.Eid ul- Adha A four day celebration in the final 12 month of the Islamic year  
41.Eid ul-Fitr A three day celebration after Ramadan  
42.Ihram The state of holiness or purity entered into by pilgrims before beginning hajj  



43.Ashura A festival in which Shi’a Muslims mourn the death of Ali’s son Hussein at the 
Batlle of Karbala  
44.Hadith The reported sayings of Muhammad, heard by people during his life and written 
down in the centuries after his death  
45.halal permitted  
46.imam A word used by Shi’a Muslims to refer to Ali and his 11 descendants. It also means 
the leader of prayers in a Sunni Mosque.  
47.Shari’a law Guidance on all aspects of life for Muslims, from the three main sources of 
authority- the Qur’an, Sunnah and Hadith.  
 

 Curriculum Content 
Lesson following on from world faiths booklets looking at why it is important to 
study different faiths? 
How did Islam begin 
How did Islam rise to influence 
Why did Islam split 
What is the Qur’an 
What do Muslims believe about God 
What is the Qur’an? 
Prayer and the Mosque 
Ramadan and Eid ul Fitr 
What happens on hajj? 
Islam in Britain? 
 
Curriculum outcomes 
Students will each work learn words from KO as part of their homework and in 
their knowledge booklet read key information, annotate key points and then 
we check their understanding to the following questions 
How did Islam rise to influence? 

1. Why did Muhammad disapprove of idol worship? 
2. How did the leaders of Muhammad’s tribe react when he told them 

there was one true God? 
3. Describe what happened to Bial. 
4. What was the Constitution of Medina? 

Extended writing task preparation for GCSE 15 mark question 
“Was Muhammad a prophet, a politician or a warrior?” 
 
Why did Islam split? 
1.What did Abu Bakr do while he was a caliph? 
2. How did Umar initially feel about Islam and what did he achieve as caliph? 
3. Why was there a war between Muslims during Ali’s rule? 



4. Do Sunni and Shi’a Muslims agree on who should have succeeded 
Muhammad? Explain your answer. 
Extended writing task preparation for GCSE 15 mark question 
“The caliphs played an important role in the development of Islam”, Discuss 
this statement. 
What is the Qur’an? 
1. What does the Arabic word ‘qur’an mean? 
2. In what language must the Qur’an be recited and why? 
3. How was the Qur’an originally passed between people and recorded? 
4. Describe two differences between the Qur’an and the Bible. 
Extended writing task preparation for 8 mark task at GCSE 
Explain how Muslims show respect to the Qur’an? 
 
What do Muslims believe about God? 

1. Why did Muhammad’s message about God cause conflict? 
2. Explain three things that Muslims believe about God? 
3. Explain what Muslims mean by tawhid. 
4. Explain what is meant by shirk. Give examples 
Extended writing task preparation for 15 mark task at GCSE 
“It is impossible to describe God.” Discuss this statement. 
 
The Five Pillars 
1. What are the names of the Five Pillars in Islam? 
2. How often do Muslims pray? 
3. Which of the Five Pillars means literally ‘that which purifies’? Why is this 

pillar important? 
4. What do Muslims believe are the benefits of fasting? 
Extended writing task preparation for 15 mark task at GCSE 
Why do you think the Shahadah is the most important of the Five Pillars? 
Discuss this statement. 
 
Prayer and the mosque  
1. Why is prayer important to Muslims, and when and where is it done? 
2. What is the role of the muezzin and the adhan? 
3. What is wudu? 
4. How do Muslims perform salah? 

      Extended writing task preparation for GCSE 5 mark task 
Describe the features that mosques often have in common? 
 
Ramadan and Eid ul-Fitr 



1. What must Muslims do and not do during Ramadan? 
2. Name three groups of people who do not have to fast? 
3. Why do Muslims fast during Ramadan? 
4. How are the dates of Ramadan decided and how does this affect those 

fasting? 
Extended writing task preparation for 5 mark questions at GCSE 
Describe what happens at the end of the month of Ramadan. 
 
What happens on hajj? 
1. Who is and who is not required to go on hajj? 
2. When does hajj take place and how might a Muslim prepare for it? 
3. Explain what Muslims do and do not do while in a state of ihram and why? 
4. Describe what happens on hajj and explain why these things are done. 
Extended writing task preparation for GCSE 15 mark questions 
“All religious people should go on pilgrimage”. Discuss this statement  
 
Islam in Britain 

1. What percentage of the British population are Muslims? 
2. How has Islam become the second largest religion in the UK.? 
3. What might Muslims in Britain disagree about and why? 
4. What is Islamophobia and why do some people dislike the term 

Extended writing task preparation for 15 mark question at GCSE. 
“Islamophobia is the main challenge facing Muslims in Britain today.” Discuss 
this statement. 
 
Preparation for Assessment 

 



 
 
Assessment on Islam 
Whole class feedback sheet and green pen corrections.  
 
Reading  Extracts to be set as Homework to increase religious literacy for topics further studied at 

GCSE This will link 

Love the stranger   'Love the Stranger' presents a Catholic response to refugees and migrants. It is a 2023 

document of the Department for International Affairs. Love the Stranger - Catholic Bishops' Conference 

(cbcew.org.uk) 

To look at ‘Meeting God in Friend and Stranger.’ This document is from the Bishops of England and 

Wales and is to help us to “foster respect and mutual understanding between the religions”.  
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2018/11/MGFS-working-materials.pdf 
 

Extra Curricular activities 
Interfaith Week in Divinity November 2025 
Careers Week March 2026 
 
Unit 1 Creation and Covenant RED Source to Summit 
 
KO 
 

 
 
Curriculum Content 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/love-the-stranger/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/love-the-stranger/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2018/11/MGFS-working-materials.pdf


 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Preparation for Assessment 
Assessment 
 
Unit 2 Prophecy and Promise Source to Summit 
 
KO  
 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
Preparation for Assessment 
Assessment 
 
Unit 3 Galilee to Jerusalem RED Source to Summit 
 
KO 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 
Preparation for assessment 
Assessment 
 
Unit 4 Desert to the Garden Source to Summit RED 
 
KO 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
Preparation for Assessment 
Assessment 



 
Unit 5 To the Ends of the Earth RED Source to Summit 
 
KO 
 

 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 
Preparation for assessment 
Assessment 
 
Unit 6 Dialogue and Encounter RED Source to Summit 
 
KO 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
Assessment in Divinity 
 
Assessment in Divinity 

CMAT baseline assessment 

Learning Key vocabulary from KO builds future progress for 2 mark GCSE questions. 

Do Now questions 

Each lesson students complete Understand, Discern and Respond questions; students add green pen 

to enable further progress from exemplar answers. 

To look at extended writing tasks to build students skills for 5 mark, 8 mark and 15 mark questions at 

GCSE. 

End of Unit Assessment and review of Learning 

WCOS Feedback sheets to class 

Review of learning sheet for Progress evenings 

End of Year Exam 

 

Reading  Extracts to be set as Homework to increase religious literacy for topics further studied at 

GCSE 

Love the stranger   'Love the Stranger' presents a Catholic response to refugees and migrants. It is a 2023 

document of the Department for International Affairs. Love the Stranger - Catholic Bishops' Conference 

(cbcew.org.uk) 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/love-the-stranger/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/love-the-stranger/


To look at Meeting God in Friend and Stranger. This document is from the Bishops of England and 

Wales and is to help  us to “foster respect and mutual understanding between the religions”.  
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2018/11/MGFS-working-materials.pdf  
 

Laudato Si – Care of the Common Home    Laudato si' - Care for our Common Home - Catholic 

Bishops' Conference (cbcew.org.uk)   

Laudate Deum- Pope Francis to all people of good will on climate crisis  Laudate Deum - "Praise God 

for all his creatures" - Catholic Bishops' Conference (cbcew.org.uk) 

Dei Verbum building block to GCSE Dei Verbum - Word of God - Catholic Bishops' Conference 

(cbcew.org.uk) 

 Christus Vivit Christ is Alive  was released in April 2019 and is a personal message from Pope 

Francis to young people presented to the wider Church Christus Vivit - Christ is Alive - 
Catholic Bishops' Conference (cbcew.org.uk) 

Pope Francis homily on Vocations Papal Message for Vocations Sunday 2024: "Called to sow 
seeds of hope and to build peace" - Catholic Bishops' Conference (cbcew.org.uk) 

Synod Seeking Our Hearts' Desire - Catholic Bishops' Conference (cbcew.org.uk) 

Year of Prayer, Pilgrims of Hope The Year of Prayer - Catholic Bishops' Conference (cbcew.org.uk) 

 

Extra-Curricular activities in Divinity 

CST/Pilgrims of Hope 

To develop a Divinity group in school to look at mission tasks designed by students to further 
help with creativity in our Divinity Curriculum. To create tasks that could be used to enable a 
CST badge/ Pilgrims of Hope badge based on tasks completed in school, in parishes/place of 
worship, family, wider communities.  

GIFT group to help with Interfaith week 

Careers week in Divinity 3rd-8th March 2025 linked to Pilgrims of Hope; Builders of Peace; Ordinary 

people called to be Saints 

 

 

 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2018/11/MGFS-working-materials.pdf
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/laudato-si/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/laudato-si/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/laudate-deum/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/laudate-deum/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/dei-verbum-word-of-god/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/dei-verbum-word-of-god/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/christus-vivit/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/christus-vivit/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/papal-message-for-vocations-sunday-2024-called-to-sow-seeds-of-hope-and-to-build-peace/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/papal-message-for-vocations-sunday-2024-called-to-sow-seeds-of-hope-and-to-build-peace/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/bishops-reflection-synodal-national-synthesis/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/jubilee-the-year-of-prayer/#:~:text=The%20Holy%20Father%20has%20asked,Our%20Father%20in%20different%20languages.&text=Year%20of%20Prayer-,The%20Holy%20Father%20has%20asked%20that%202024%20be%20a%20%27Year,preparatory%20year%20for%20the%20Jubilee.

