
KS4 GCSE Divinity GCSE Eduqas Catholic Christianity Route B 

Year 10 Curriculum Intent 

Component 1 Origins and Meaning and Good and Evil 1 hour and 30 minutes  

Format of paper 

Origins and Meaning 45 minutes                                                      Good and Evil 45 minutes                

Two 2 mark questions               4                                                        one 2 mark question            2 

Two 5 mark questions              10                                                      one 5 mark question             5    

Two 8 mark questions              16                                                      one 8 mark question             8 

One 15 mark question              15 +6 SPAG                                     two 15 mark questions        15 + 15                                                                                                                                                           

 

Mark boundaries 2023 

87/96    91%       =  9   A** 
81/96   84%        =  8   A* 
74/96    77%       = 7    A 
68/96     71%      = 6    B 
61/96    64%       = 5    high C 
53/96     55%      =4    C 

Examiners feedback report 2024 

The Route B (Catholic) continues to grow and 24,046 candidates were entered for this route 

through the GCSE Religious Studies qualification. Generally, most questions were attempted by 

most candidates and the full range of marks were awarded, demonstrating that the questions 

were largely accessible but still provided challenge. Many candidates used sources of wisdom and 

authority well, but some used them in an arbitrary way without direct relevance to the question 

asked. Religious language was in evidence but there is still room for improvement in the use of the 

key concepts across questions other than the a. The Assessment Objective 2 skills of analysis, 

discussion and evaluation were often strong, and candidates used very different approaches to 

these d. questions. Fewer candidates appeared to rely on rigid writing frames which often 

constrain discussion. Even lower scoring candidates were often able to give more than one 

viewpoint and were awarded marks for doing so. Some candidates planned their responses before 

starting to answer and whilst this clearly helped with organising their answers, ensuring enough 

time is available to answer all questions is still an important consideration. Candidates must 

recognise that each question type demands a different skill; defining, describing, explaining and 

discussing. Reading the question carefully is also important as some candidates confused 

euthanasia with evangelisation. Candidates must not include non-religious responses in the 

Component 1 c. questions that explicitly demand two religious responses. However, non-religious 

responses are required in question 1d and were also relevant in the other d. questions on these 

2024 papers 

 

What you must revise for Origins and Meaning 



 

 

 



 

 

Key words 2 marks 

 

 

 

Assessment Criteria 



 

 

You will be asked two 5-mark questions. 
A 5-mark question always begins with the word 'Describe' Look at giving 2 paragraphs using 
religious specialist language (from KO) and SOWA sources of wisdom and authority. 
You have 5 minutes to answer this question in the exam. 
 
 
You will be asked two 8-mark questions. 
An 8-mark question always begins with 'Explain' 
To gain the maximum marks on this question you must give Catholic Christianity and Jewish 
views on the topic you are asked (Orthodox and Reform Jews) You must explain why your 
points are important to Catholics because.... Use Religious Specialist language and SOWA. 
Explain why your points are important for Orthodox Jews because... back up with RSL and 
SOWA. Explain why your points are important for Reform Jews because... back up with RSL 
and SOWA. 
 
I would give 2 detailed paragraphs, 4 points on Catholic Views  but you must explain why it 
is important to Catholics..... This is important to Catholics because  
Then give 4 points from an Orthodox View use RSL SOWA, remember to say this is important 
to Orthodox Jews because....  
Explain what Reform Jews would say, back up with RSL and SOWA and explain why it is 
important for Reform Jews. 
 



Personally, I would look at creating revision mind maps for each area on Catholic Christianity 
and Judaism to cover your 8 marks. Look at RSL you can use and SOWA. 
 

You will be asked one 15-mark question. You must write in full paragraphs and look at SPAG as you 

will be marked out of 6 on this question. You must refer to religious and non-religious beliefs such 

as humanist and atheists in this answer. So, revise Catholic, Jewish, Atheist, Humanist views as well 

as preparing your own detailed conclusions on topics with further SOWA for your d task. 

 

 

Exam practice questions 

Part a Questions-Key words 2 marks 

You will need to know the correct definition of the following terms: 

Omnipotent 

Transcendent 

Imago Dei 

Ex Nihilo 

Stewardship 

Revelation 

Inspiration 

Evolution 

 

Part b questions- Describe 5 marks 

Describe St Augustine’s teachings on Ex nihilo in his book Confessions. 

Describe St Augustine’s teachings about the origins of the universe. 

Describe how Christians respond to scientific origins of the universe. 

Describe non-religious views about how humans came into existence. 

Describe Catholic responses to the Theory of evolution. 

Describe Catholic responses to scientific theories about creation. 

Describe what Catholics believe about the Genesis stories. 

Describe what Creation stories teach us about humans. 

Describe what creation stories teach us about God. 

Describe Pope Francis’ teachings on Laudato Si. 

Describe humanist attitudes towards the environment. 



Describe how Michelangelo’s creation of Adam expresses Catholic beliefs about Creation. 

Describe what two of the symbols of the Tree of Life apse mosaic in St Clemente in Rome represent. 

Describe how the Tree of Life apse mosaic shows the theological belief of Christ as the new Adam. 

Describe how the Bible is a source of Inspiration and Revelation. 

Describe how Cafod reflects Church teachings. 

Describe St Catherine of Sienna’s teaching about being made in the image of God. 

Describe Pope Paul’s teachings in Gaudium et Spes. 

Describe with reference to Gaudium et Spes how the concept of Imago Dei will affect how a Catholic 

addresses issues of peace, forgiveness and justice. 

Describe what inter-faith dialogue is. 

Describe Catholic Social Teachings. 

 

 

Part c questions- Explain 8 marks 

Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two different Christian traditions teachings 

about the origins of the universe. 

Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two different Christian traditions teachings 

about the origins of human beings. 

Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two different Christian traditions teachings 

attitudes towards the environment. 

Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two different Christian traditions how the 

Bible is interpreted. 

Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two different Christian traditions how the 

Creation stories are interpreted. 

Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two different Christian traditions attitudes 

towards abortion. 

Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two different Christian traditions attitudes 

towards peace. 

Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two different Christian traditions attitudes 

towards the value of human life. 

 

Part d questions- Statement 15 marks. 

 

‘The Theory of Evolution is the best explanation for the origin of the universe’. 



‘Catholics are right about creation’. 

‘Abortion is murder’. 

 

 

Questions that have not been asked so far. 

What do Catholics mean by Evolution? (2) 

What do Catholics mean by stewardship? (2) 

 

Describe the first and second accounts of Creation in Genesis.(5)  

Describe Catholic understanding of the nature of revelation and inspiration(5) 

 Describe the extent to which Michelangelo’s Creation of Adam expresses Catholic beliefs about 

creation, God and human beings. (5) 

 Describe the symbol of cross as the tree of life with reference to the theology of Christ as the New 

Adam and how this is expressed in the San Clemente mosaic( 5) 

All 8 mark questions asked with reference to Catholic Christianity and Judaism from textbook. Worth 

pointing out to students any question with a Jewish perspective could be asked for 8 marks on this 

paper. Revision mindmaps to include Jewish viewpoints. 

 

Interfaith dialogue is the most important thing a person can do. (include beliefs of atheists and 

humanists)(15) 



 

 

     

     hat do Catholics mean by  omnipotence      

                                                 

    Describe Catholic a tudes about caring for the planet.   

                                                                

                     

                                                                 

                                                  

                                                                 

                                                             

                                 

                                            

                                                                         

                                                                               

                                           

                                                  

                                                                       

     

     hat do Catholics mean by  crea on ex nihilo      

      hat do Catholics mean by  revela on      

    Describe the wor  of a Catholic charity    

     Describe the role of the Catholic Church in inter faith dialogue.    

    Explain  from either Catholic Chris anity and  udaism or two Chris an tradi ons  beliefs about the
crea on of the universe.    

     Explain  from either Catholic Chris anity and  udaism or two Chris an tradi ons  beliefs about the
value of human life.   

  Loving your neighbour is the most important thing a person can do.  Discuss this statement showing
that you have considered more than one point of view.   ou must refer to religious and non religious
beliefs  such as those held by  umanists and Atheists  in your answer.       Mar s for spelling 
punctua on and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this  ues on.    

                                                  

                                                                       



 

 

 

 

 

     

                                               

                                                   

                                                                         

                                                                                                    

                                                                                                              

   

                                                                                                                

                    

                                                                                                        

                  

                                                  

                                                                       

     

                                             

                                                

                                                          

                                                                                                    

                                                                                                       

                                        

                                                                                                         

                     

                                                                                               



 

 

RE BECK video   RE Beck - YouTube 

Origins and Meaning RE Beck   Origins and Meaning 5min recap - YouTube 

 

 

 

 rigins and Meanings

Lesson summaries and model
answers

https://www.youtube.com/@rebeck9420/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLridK7pLbTbRfXoiZM5SbJOFYSmvPZAv1


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


